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VERSES ON SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

Genesis 11:1-9 1 Now the whole earth used the same language (ָׂשָפה; χεῖλος)  and the same 1

words (φωνή). …5 Yahweh came down to see the city and the tower that the sons of men had 
built. 6 Yahweh said: Look, they are one people (γένος), and they all have the same language 
(χεῖλος). And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will 
be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language (γλῶσσα), 
so that they will not understand one another’s speech (φωνή). 8 So Yahweh scattered them 
abroad from there over the face of the whole earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 
Therefore its name was called Babel, because there Yahweh confused the language (χείλη) of 
the whole earth. And from there Yahweh scattered them abroad over the face of the whole 
earth. 

Deuteronomy 28:49-50 49 Yahweh will bring a nation against you [Israel] from far away, 
from the end of the earth, swooping down like the eagle, a nation whose language (ָלׁשֹון)  you 2

do not understand, 50 a hard-faced nation who shall not respect the old or show mercy to the 
young. 

Psalm 114:1-2 1 When Israel went out from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of 
strange language (לעז),  2 Judah became his sanctuary, Israel his dominion. 3

Isaiah 28:9-13 9 To whom would Yahweh teach knowledge, and to whom would he interpret 
the message? Those weaned from milk? Those taken from the breast? 10 For: Order on order, 
order on order, line on line, line on line, a little here, a little there. 11 Indeed, he will speak to 
this people [Israel] through stammering lips (φαυλισµὸν χειλέων) and a foreign tongue 
(γλώσσης ἑτέρας), 12 he who said to them: Here is rest. Give rest to the weary! and: Here is 
repose, but they would not listen [quoted by Paul in 1 Cor 14:21]. 13 So the word of Yahweh 
to them will be: Order on order, order on order, line on line, line on line, a little here, a little 
there, that they may go, stumble backward, be broken, snared, and taken captive [which 
occurred in 586 bc and ad 70]. 

Isaiah 33:19 19 You will see no more the insolent people, the people of an obscure speech 
 .that you cannot understand (ָלׁשֹון) that you cannot comprehend, stammering in a tongue (ָׂשָפה)

Isaiah 66:18 18 For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather 
all nations and tongues (ָלׁשֹון). And they shall come and shall see my glory…. 

Mark 16:17 17 These signs will accompany those who have believed. In my name they will 
cast out demons. They will speak with new tongues (γλώσσαις…καιναῖς). 

Acts 2:1-18 1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the twelve apostles] were all together in 
one place. 2 And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it 

 “[L]ip, meaning manner of speech, language” (HALOT, 1348).1

 “[T]ongue, meaning: language” (HALOT, 536).2

 “[T]o speak an uncomprehensible language, speak a foreign language” (HALOT, 533).3
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filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared to them tongues 
(γλῶσσαι) as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 4 And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues (ἑτέραις γλώσσαις), 
as the Spirit was giving them utterance. 5 Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout 
men from every nation under the sky. 6 And when this sound occurred, the crowd came 
together and were bewildered because each one of them was hearing them speak in his own 
dialect (διάλεκτος). 7 They were amazed and astonished saying: Why, are not all these who 
are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we each hear in our own language (διάλεκτος) to 
which we were born? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, 
Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the districts of Libya around 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear 
them in our tongues (γλώσσαις) speaking of the mighty deeds of God. 12 And they all 
continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another: What does this mean? 
13 But others were mocking and saying: They are full of sweet wine. 14 But Peter, taking his 
stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: Men of Judea and all you who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words. 15 For these men are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was spoken 
of through the prophet Joel: 17 And it will be in the last days, God says, that I will pour forth 
of my Spirit on all mankind. And your sons and your daughters will prophesy, your young 
men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even on my bondslaves, both 
men and women, I will in those days pour forth of my Spirit, and they will prophesy. 

Acts 8:14-17 14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had 
only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on them and 
they received the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 10:44-46 44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who 
heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter 
were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For 
they were hearing them speaking in languages (γλῶσσα) and extolling God. 

Acts 19:5-7 5 On hearing this, [the disciples of John] were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 
began speaking in languages (γλώσσαις) and prophesying (προφητεύω). 7 There were about 
twelve men in all. 

Romans 8:26-27 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what 
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes (ὑπερεντυγχάνω, pres.)  for us with 4

 “[T]o intercede in behalf of another, plead, intercede” (BDAG, 1033).4
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wordless (ἀλάλητος)  groanings (στεναγµός) . 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is 5 6

the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the desire of 
God. 

1 Corinthians 12:10-11 10 …To another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various classes/kinds of 
languages (ἑτέρῳ γένη γλωσσῶν), to another the translation (ἑρµηνεία)  of languages. 11 All 7

these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as 
he wills. 

1 Corinthians 12:28-13:1 28 God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, kinds of 
languages (γένη γλωσσῶν). 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? 
All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have 
gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with languages (γλώσσαις), do they? All do not 
translate, do they? 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more 
excellent way. 1 If I speak with the languages (γλώσσαις) of men and of angels but do not 
have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

1 Corinthians 13:8-12 8 If prophecies, they will be done away. If languages (γλῶσσαι), they 
will stop (παύω) [when there is no longer any use for them]. If knowledge, it will be done 
away. 9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10 But when the complete (τὸ τέλειον) 
comes, the partial will be done away. 11 When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, 
think like a child, reason like a child. When I became a man, I did away with childish things. 
12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I 
will know fully, just as I also have been fully known. 

1 Corinthians 14:2-40 2 One who speaks in a language (γλῶσσα) does not speak to men but 
to God [this is sarcasm]. For no one understands (ἀκούω, pres.), but by his spirit he speaks a 
mysteries (µυστήρια). 3 But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification, exhortation, 
and consolation. 4 One who speaks in a language edifies (οἰκοδοµέω, pres.) himself [and not 
in a positive way], but one who prophesies edifies (οἰκοδοµέω, pres.) the church [this is what 
Paul is looking for]. 5 Now I wish that you all spoke in languages (γλώσσαις) but more that 
you would prophesy. And greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in languages 
(γλώσσαις), unless he translates (διερµηνεύω, pres.)  so that the church may receive edifying. 8

6 But now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you speaking in languages (γλώσσαις), what will 
I profit you unless I speak to you either by way of revelation, of knowledge, of prophecy, or 

 “[U]nexpressed, wordless στεναγµοὶ ἀ. sighs too deep for words (so the Syr. and Armen. tr.; the Vulgate 5

renders it ‘inenarrabilis’, inexpressible)” (BDAG, 41).

 “[A]n involuntary expression of great concern or stress, sigh, groan, groaning” (BDAG, 942). Ac 7:34 34 I 6

have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning (στεναγµός), and I 
have come down to deliver them.

 “[C]apacity of doing translation, translation….product of interpretive procedure, interpretation, exposition of 7

words” (BDAG, 393).

 “[T]o translate from one language to another, translate…to clarify someth. so as to make it understandable, 8

explain, interpret” (BDAG, 244).

www.firmfoundation.org.nz | mail@firmfoundation.org.nz | 027 557 9314 
Conversational Evangelism | Inductive Bible Study | Expository Bible Teaching | Biblical Worldview Training



Jeff Coleman 
Updated Jun 22 

 of 4 5

of teaching? 7 Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp in producing a sound, if they do 
not produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is played on the flute or on 
the harp? 8 For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare himself for battle? 
9 So also you, unless you utter through the tongue (διὰ τῆς γλώσσης) speech that is not clear 
(εὔσηµος),  how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air [this 9

is not a good thing]. 10 There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of sounds (γένη φωνῶν) in the 
world, and none is without meaning. 11 If then I do not know the meaning of the sound 
(φωνή), I will be to the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a 
barbarian to me. 12 So also you, because you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for 
the edification of the church. 13 Therefore let one who speaks in a language (γλῶσσα) pray 
that he may translate (διερµηνεύω). 14 For if I pray (προσεύχοµαι) in a language (γλῶσσα), 
my spirit (πνεῦµα) prays, but my mind (νοῦς) is unfruitful. 15 What is it then? I will pray 
with the spirit (πνεῦµα), and I will pray with the mind (νοῦς) also. I will sing with the spirit 
(πνεῦµα), and I will sing with the mind (νοῦς) also. 16 Otherwise if you praise (εὐλογέω)  in 10

the spirit (πνεῦµα) only, how will the one who fills the place of the ungifted say the Amen at 
your giving of thanks (εὐχαριστία), because he does not know what you are saying? 17 For 
you may be giving thanks (εὐχαριστέω) well enough, but the other person is not edified. 18 I 
thank God I speak in languages (γλώσσαις, pl.) more than you all. 19 However, in the church 
I desire to speak five words with my mind so that I may instruct others also rather than ten 
thousand words in a language (γλῶσσα). 20 Brothers and sisters, do not be children in your 
thinking (φρήν). Yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature (τέλειος). 21 In the 
[Mosaic] law it is written: 

By men of strange languages (ἑτερογλώσσοις) and by the lips of strangers I will speak 
to this people [Israel], but even so they will not listen to me, says the Lord [Is 
28:11-12]. 

22 So then tongues (γλῶσσαι) are for a sign not to those who believe but to [Jewish] 
unbelievers (ἀπίστοις, pl.).  But prophecy is for a sign not to unbelievers but to those who 11

believe (πιστεύουσιν). 23 Therefore if the whole church assembles together, all speak in 
languages (γλώσσαις), and ungifted men (ἰδιῶται) or unbelievers (ἄπιστοι) enter, will they 
not say that you are mad? 24 But if all prophesy and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, 
he is convicted by all. He is called to account by all. 25 The secrets of his heart are disclosed, 
and so he will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you. 
26 What is it then, brothers and sisters? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a 
teaching, has a revelation (ἀποκάλυψις), has a language (γλῶσσα), has a translation 
(ἑρµηνεία). Let all things be done for edification. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue (γλῶσσα), 
it should be by two or at the most three and in turn, and one must translate (διερµηνεύω). 28 
But if there is no translator, he must keep silent in the church, and let him speak to himself 
and to God. …33 For God is not one of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the 

 “[R]eadily recognizable, clear, distinct” (BDAG, 413).9

 “[T]o say someth. commendatory, speak well of, praise, extol” (BDAG, 408)10

 Paul wrote 1 Corinthians around ad 55, about 15 years before Rome’s destruction of Jerusalem in 70 ad. 11

When 1 Corinthians was written, the Jewish people were still being warned through the sign of foreign 
languages.

www.firmfoundation.org.nz | mail@firmfoundation.org.nz | 027 557 9314 
Conversational Evangelism | Inductive Bible Study | Expository Bible Teaching | Biblical Worldview Training



Jeff Coleman 
Updated Jun 22 

 of 5 5

I write to you are the Lord’s commandment. 38 But if anyone does not recognize this, he is 
not recognized. 39 Therefore my brothers and sisters, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not 
forbid languages (γλώσσαις). 40 But all things should be done decently and in order. 

Hebrews 2:3-4 3 After [the gospel message] was at the first spoken through the Lord [Jesus], 
it was confirmed to us by those who heard [the apostles and their associates], 4 God also 
testifying with them, both by signs and wonders, by various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy 
Spirit according to his own desire. 

Revelation 5:9 9 Worthy are you [the Lamb] to take the book and to break its seals. For you 
were slain and purchased for God with your blood people from every tribe, tongue (γλῶσσα), 
people, and nation. 

Revelation 7:9 9 I looked and behold, a great multitude that no one could count from every 
nation and all tribes, peoples, and tongues (γλωσσῶν), standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes. 

Revelation 10:11 11 You [John] must prophesy again concerning many peoples, nations, 
tongues (γλώσσαις), and kings. 

Revelation 17:15 15 The waters that you saw where the harlot sits are peoples, multitudes, 
nations, and tongues (γλῶσσαι).
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