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VERSES ON PERSECUTION 

Psalm 119:150-51 150 They draw near who persecute me with evil purpose. They are far 
from your law. 151 But you are near, Yahweh, and all your commandments are true. 

Psalm 119:157 157 Many are my persecutors and my adversaries, but I do not swerve from 
your testimonies. 

Isaiah 50:6-9 6 I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the 
beard. I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 7 But Lord Yahweh helps me. Therefore I 
have not been disgraced. Therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not 
be put to shame. 8 He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 
together. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. 9 Behold, Lord Yahweh helps me. 
Who will declare me guilty? Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment. The moth will 
eat them up. 

Matthew 5:10-12 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are you when others revile you, persecute you, and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Mark 13:9-13 9 …Be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will 
be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to 
testify before them. 10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. 11 And when 
they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what you are to 
say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy 
Spirit. 12 And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children 
will rise against parents and have them put to death. 13 And you will be hated by all for my 
name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

Luke 6:22-23 22 Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you, revile 
you, and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 23 Rejoice in that day, and 
leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven, for so their fathers did to the 
prophets. 

John 15:18-21 18 If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If 
you were of the world, the world would love you as its own. But because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the 
word that I said to you: A servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these 
things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent 
me. 

John 16:2 2 They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when 
whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. 
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Acts 5:40-42 40 …When [the Jewish leaders] had called in the apostles, they beat them, 
charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the 
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonour for the 
name. 42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching 
and preaching that the Messiah is Jesus. 

Acts 8:1 1 …Saul approved of [Stephen’s] execution. And there arose on that day a great 
persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the 
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

Acts 9:4-5 4 …Falling to the ground, [Saul] heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why are 
you persecuting me? 5 And he said, Who are you, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting. 

Acts 20:22-24 22 …I [Paul] am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing 
what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that 
imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as 
precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 

Acts 21:13 13 …What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I [Paul] am ready 
not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 4:9-13 9 …God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to 
death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. 10 We are 
fools for Messiah’s sake, but you are wise in Messiah. We are weak, but you are strong. You 
are held in honor, but we in disrepute. 11 To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are 
poorly dressed, buffeted, and homeless, 12 and we labor, working with our own hands. When 
reviled, we bless. When persecuted, we endure. 13 When slandered, we entreat. We have 
become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things. 

2 Corinthians 4:7-18 7 …We have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing 
power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also 
be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live are always being given over to death for 
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. …16 So we 
do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day 
by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are 
unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

Philippians 1:29-30 29 …It has been granted to you [Philippians] that for the sake of 
Messiah you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the 
same conflict that you saw I [Paul] had and now hear that I still have. 
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Philippians 3:10-11 10 …That I may know [Jesus] and the power of his resurrection, and 
may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

1 Thessalonians 3:2-4 2 …We sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel 
of Messiah, to establish and exhort you in your faith, 3 that no one be moved by these 
afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are destined for this. 4 For when we were with 
you, we kept telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to 
pass, and just as you know. 

2 Timothy 2:8-9 8 Remember Jesus Messiah, risen from the dead, the seed of David, as 
preached in my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the 
word of God is not bound! 

2 Timothy 3:10-12 10 You [Timothy]…have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in 
life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that 
happened to me [Paul] at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured. 
Yet from them all the Lord rescued me. 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in 
Messiah Jesus will be persecuted…. 

Hebrews 10:32-34 32 …Recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you 
endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach 
and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. 34 For you had 
compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, 
because you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. 

Hebrews 12:2-4 2 …Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against 
himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you 
have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 

Hebrews 13:3 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those 
who are mistreated, because you also are in the body. 

Hebrews 13:12-14 12 …Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people 
through his own blood. 13 Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach 
he endured. 14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 

1 Peter 2:19-23 19 …This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows 
while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you 
endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the 
sight of God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Messiah also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, 
neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return. 
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When he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges 
justly. 

1 Peter 4:12-19 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you 
share Messiah’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 
14 If you are insulted for the name of Messiah, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory 
and of God rests upon you. …16 If anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but 
let him glorify God in that name. …19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s 
desire entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 

Revelation 2:10 10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have 
tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.
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