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VERSES ON PARENTHOOD 

Genesis 1:28 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, Be fruitful, multiply, fill the 
earth, and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 
heavens, and over every living thing that moves on the earth. 

Genesis 2:24 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and they shall become one flesh. 

Genesis 18:19 19 …I have chosen [Abraham] [destiny], that he may direct his children and 
his household [direction] after him to keep the way of the Lord [discipline] by doing 
righteousness and justice [devotion], so that Yahweh may bring to Abraham what he has 
promised him. 

Exodus 34:6-7 6 Yahweh passed before [Moses] and proclaimed: Yahweh, Yahweh, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in loyal love and faithfulness, 7 keeping 
loyal love for the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity, offense, and sin, yet by no means 
clearing the guilty, but visiting the iniquity of the parents upon the children and the children’s 
children, to the third and the fourth generation. 

Numbers 14:33 33 And your children shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty years and 
shall suffer for your faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness. 

Deuteronomy 4:9-10 9 Only take care and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the 
things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. 
Make them known to your children and your children’s children— 10 how on the day that 
you stood before Yahweh your God at Horeb, Yahweh said to me, Gather the people to me, 
that I may let them hear my words, so that they may learn to fear me all the days that they 
live on the earth, and that they may teach their children so. 

Deuteronomy 5:16 16 Honour your father and your mother, as Yahweh your God 
commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may go well with you in the land 
that Yahweh your God is giving you. 

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 
You shall teach them diligently to your children and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall 
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

Deuteronomy 6:20-25 20 When your son asks you in time to come, What is the meaning of 
the testimonies, the statutes, and the rules that Yahweh our God has commanded you? 21 then 
you shall say to your son, We were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. And Yahweh brought us out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand. 

www.firmfoundation.org.nz | mail@firmfoundation.org.nz | 027 557 9314 
Conversational Evangelism | Inductive Bible Study | Expository Bible Teaching | Biblical Worldview Training



Jeff Coleman 
Updated Jun 21 

 of 2 7

Deuteronomy 8:5 5 Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, Yahweh your 
God disciplines you. 

Deuteronomy 11:18-21 18 You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and 
in your soul, you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. 19 You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when you are 
sitting in your house, when you are walking by the way, when you lie down, and when you 
rise. 20 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 21 that your 
days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land that Yahweh swore to your 
fathers to give them, as long as the heavens are above the earth. 

Deuteronomy 21:18-21 18 If any man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey 
his father or his mother, and when they chastise him, he will not even listen to them, 19 then 
his father and mother will seize him and bring him out to the elders of his city at the gateway 
of his hometown. 20 They will say to the elders of his city: This son of ours is stubborn and 
rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a glutton and a drunkard. 21 Then all the men of his 
city will stone him to death. So you will remove the evil from your midst, and all Israel will 
hear and fear. 

Deuteronomy 32:46-47 46 …Take to heart all the words by which I [Moses] am warning 
you [Israel] today, that you may command them to your children, that they may be careful to 
do all the words of this law. 47 For it is no empty word for you, but your very life, and by this 
word you shall live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess. 

Joshua 4:21-23 21 [Joshua] said to the sons of Israel: When your children ask their fathers in 
time to come saying: What are these stones? 22 then you will inform your children saying: 
Israel crossed this Jordan on dry ground. 23 For Yahweh your God dried up the waters of the 
Jordan before you until you had crossed…. 

1 Samuel 2:28-31 28 Did I choose [your father] out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, 
to go up to my altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? I gave to the house of your 
father all my offerings by fire from the people of Israel. 29 Why then do you scorn my 
sacrifices and my offerings that I commanded for my dwelling, and honour your sons above 
me by fattening yourselves on the choicest parts of every offering of my people Israel? 

1 Samuel 3:13 13 And I declare to [Eli] that I am about to punish his house forever, for the 
iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 

1 Samuel 8:1-3 1 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The 
name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah. They were judges in 
Beersheba. 3 Yet his sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They took 
bribes and perverted justice. 

1 Kings 1:5-6 5 Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself saying, I will be king. And 
he prepared for himself chariots, horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 6 His father 
[David] had never at any time displeased him by asking, Why have you done thus and so? 
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1 Kings 2:1-4 1 As David’s time to die drew near, he charged Solomon his son saying: 2 I am 
going the way of all the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show yourself a man. 3 Keep the 
charge of Yahweh your God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, his commandments, his 
ordinances, and his testimonies, according to what is written in the Torah of Moses, that you 
may succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn, 4 so that Yahweh may carry out his 
promise that he spoke concerning me saying: If your sons are careful of their way, to walk 
before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, you will not lack a man on the 
throne of Israel. 

2 Kings 14:6 6 Fathers shall not be put to death because of their children, nor shall children 
be put to death because of their fathers. But each one shall die for his own sin. 

Esther 2:7 7 [Mordecai] was bringing up Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter of his uncle, 
for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman had a beautiful figure and was 
lovely to look at, and when her father and her mother died, Mordecai took her as his own 
daughter. 

Psalm 34:11 11 Come, children, listen to me. I will teach you the fear of Yahweh. 

Psalm 68:5 5 Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. 

Psalm 78:4-7 4 We will not hide [God’s words] from their children, but tell to the coming 
generation the glorious deeds of Yahweh, his might, and the wonders that he has done. 5 He 
established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a Torah in Israel, which he commanded our 
fathers to teach to their children, 6 that the next generation might know them, the children yet 
unborn, and arise and tell them to their children, 7 so that they should set their hope in God 
and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments…. 

Psalm 103:13-14 13 As a father shows compassion to his children, so Yahweh shows 
compassion to those who fear him. 14 For he knows our frame. He remembers that we are 
dust. 

Psalm 127:3-5 3 Behold, children are an inheritance from Yahweh, the fruit of the womb a 
reward. 4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s youth. 5 Blessed is 
the man who fills his quiver with them! He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his 
enemies in the gate. 

Psalm 128:3-6  3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house. Your children will 
be like olive shoots around your table. 4 Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who fears 
Yahweh. 5 Yahweh bless you from Zion! May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the 
days of your life! 6 May you see your children’s children! Peace be upon Israel! 

Psalm 144:12-15 12 May our sons in their youth be like plants full grown, our daughters like 
corner pillars cut for the structure of a palace. …15 Blessed are the people to whom such 
blessings fall! Blessed are the people whose God is Yahweh! 
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Proverbs 3:11-12 11 My son, do not despise Yahweh’s discipline or be weary of his reproof, 
12 for Yahweh reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights. 

Proverbs 4:1-2 1 Hear, O sons, a father’s instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain 
insight, 2 for I give you good precepts. Do not forsake my teaching. 

Proverbs 13:22 22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the 
sinner’s wealth is laid up for the righteous. 

Proverbs 13:24 24 Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to 
discipline him. 

Proverbs 17:6 6 Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, and the glory of children is their 
fathers. 

Proverbs 19:18 18 Discipline your son, for there is hope. Do not set your heart on putting 
him to death. 

Proverbs 20:7 7 The righteous who walks in his integrity— blessed are his children after 
him! 

Proverbs 22:6 6 Train up a child in the way he should go. Even when he is old he will not 
depart from it. 

Proverbs 22:15 15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it 
far from him. 

Proverbs 23:13-14 13 Do not withhold discipline from a child. If you strike him with a rod, 
he will not die. 14 If you strike him with the rod, you will save his soul from Sheol. 

Proverbs 23:22-25 22 Listen to your father who gave you life, and do not despise your 
mother when she is old. …24 The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice. He who fathers 
a wise son will be glad in him. 25 Let your father and mother be glad. Let her who bore you 
rejoice. 

Proverbs 29:15 15 The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame 
to his mother. 

Proverbs 29:17 17 Discipline your son, and he will give you rest. He will give delight to 
your heart. 

Jeremiah 32:18 18 You show loyal love to thousands, but you repay the guilt of fathers to 
their children after them, O great and mighty God…. 
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Ezekiel 18:2-4 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 
The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge? 3 As I live, 
declares Lord Yahweh, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Behold, all 
souls are mine. The soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine. The soul who sins 
shall die. 

Hosea 4:6 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected 
knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And because you have forgotten the Torah 
of your God, I also will forget your children. 

Malachi 4:5-6 5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day 
of Yahweh comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of 
children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction. 

Matthew 3:17 17 …And behold, a voice from heaven said, This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased. 

Matthew 4:21–22 21 And going on from there [Jesus] saw two other brothers, James the son 
of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, 
and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

Matthew 7:9-11 9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 
10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good 
things to those who ask him! 

Matthew 10:21-22 21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all 
for my name’s sake. 

Matthew 10:35 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 

Matthew 10:37 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 

Matthew 12:49-50 49 And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, [Jesus] said, Here are 
my mother and my brothers! 50 For whoever does the desire of my Father in heaven is my 
brother, sister, and mother. 

Matthew 18:6 6 …Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me [Jesus] to sin, 
it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depth of the sea. 

Matthew 19:5 5 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother, hold fast to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh…. 
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Matthew 19:29 29 And everyone who has left houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother, 
children, or lands for my name’s sake will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 

Luke 1:17 17 …And he [John] will go before him [Jesus] in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children…, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared. 

Luke 6:36 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 

Luke 11:11-13 11 What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give 
him a serpent? 12 Or if he asks for an egg will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! 

Luke 14:26 26 If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father, mother, wife, 
children, brothers, and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 

Luke 15:20-22 20 And [the son] arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 
21 And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son. 22 But the father said to his servants, Bring quickly the 
best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet. 

John 5:17-20 17 But Jesus answered [the Jewish leaders], My Father is working until now, 
and I am working. …19 Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, 
but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does 
likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. 

2 Corinthians 12:14-15 14 …I [Paul] will not be a burden, for I seek not what is yours but 
you. For children are not obligated to save up for their parents, but parents for their children. 
15 I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls. 

Galatians 4:19 19 …My little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth 
until Messiah is formed in you! 

Ephesians 6:4 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

Philippians 2:22 22 But you know Timothy’s proven worth, how as a son with a father he 
has served (δουλεύω) with me in the gospel. 

Colossians 3:21 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 11 For you know how, like a father with his children, 12 we 
exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy 
of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 
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1 Timothy 3:4-5 4 [An elder] must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping 
his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, 
how will he care for God’s church? 

1 Timothy 3:12 12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children 
and their own households well. 

2 Timothy 1:5-6 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 

2 Timothy 3:14-15 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through 
faith in Messiah Jesus. 

Hebrews 12:5-11 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? My 
son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 6 
For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives. 7 It is 
for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have 
participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had 
earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject 
to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best 
to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the 
moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit 
of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

James 1:27 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit 
orphans…in their affliction….
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