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VERSES ON GRUMBLING 

Exodus 15:24 24 And the people grumbled against Moses saying, What shall we drink? 

Exodus 16:2 2 And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses 
and Aaron in the wilderness…. 

Exodus 17:3 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against 
Moses and said, Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 
livestock with thirst? 

Numbers 11:1-3 1 …The people complained in the hearing of Yahweh about their 
misfortunes, and when Yahweh heard it, his anger was kindled, and the fire of Yahweh 
burned among them and consumed some outlying parts of the camp. 2 Then the people cried 
out to Moses, and Moses prayed to Yahweh, and the fire died down. 3 So the name of that 
place was called Taberah, because the fire of Yahweh burned among them. 

Numbers 14:2-4 2 …All the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole 
congregation said to them, Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we 
had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is Yahweh bringing us into this land to fall by the sword? 
Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to 
Egypt? 4 And they said to one another, Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt. 

Numbers 14:26-32 26 …Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron saying, 27 How long shall 
this wicked congregation grumble against me? I have heard the grumblings of the people of 
Israel, which they grumble against me. 28 Say to them, As I live, declares Yahweh, what you 
have said in my hearing I will do to you. 29 Your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and 
of all your number, listed in the census from twenty years old and upward, who have 
grumbled against me, 30 not one shall come into the land where I swore that I would make 
you dwell, except Caleb…and Joshua.…32 Your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness. 

Numbers 20:2-5 2 Now there was no water for the congregation. And they assembled 
themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. 3 And the people quarrelled with 
Moses and said, Would that we had perished when our brothers perished before Yahweh! 4 
Why have you brought the assembly of Yahweh into this wilderness, that we should die here, 
both we and our cattle? 5 And why have you made us come up out of Egypt to bring us to this 
evil place? It is no place for grain, figs, vines, or pomegranates, and there is no water to 
drink. 

Numbers 21:4-6 4 From Mount Hor [Israel] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around 
the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke 
against God and against Moses, Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food. 6 Then 
Yahweh sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of 
Israel died. 
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1 Corinthians 10:9-12 9 We must not put Messiah to the test, as some of them did and were 
destroyed by serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the 
Destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down 
for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let anyone who 
thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 

Philippians 2:14-15 14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world…. 

Hebrews 3:17-19 17 …With whom was [God] provoked for forty years? Was it not with 
those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he swear that 
they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 So we see that they were 
unable to enter because of unbelief. 

James 4:11 11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers and sisters. 

James 5:9 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be 
judged. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 

Jude 16 16 These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful desires. They are 
loud-mouthed boasters, showing favouritism to gain advantage.
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