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VERSES ON GIVING TO THE POOR 

Deuteronomy 14:28-29 28 At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of 
your produce in the same year and lay it up within your towns. 29 And the Levite, because he 
has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who 
are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that Yahweh your God may bless you 
in all the work of your hands that you do. 

Deuteronomy 15:7-11 7 If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of 
your towns within your land that Yahweh your God is giving you, you shall not harden your 
heart or shut your hand against your poor brother, 8 but you shall open your hand to him and 
lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be. 9 Take care lest there be an unworthy 
thought in your heart and you say, The seventh year, the year of release is near, and your eye 
look grudgingly on your poor brother, and you give him nothing, and he cry to Yahweh 
against you, and you be guilty of sin. 10 You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not 
be grudging when you give to him, because for this Yahweh your God will bless you in all 
your work and in all that you undertake. 11 For there will never cease to be poor in the land. 
Therefore I command you, You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and 
to the poor, in your land. 

Deuteronomy 24:10-15 10 When you make your neighbour a loan of any sort, you shall not 
go into his house to collect his pledge. 11 You shall stand outside, and the man to whom you 
make the loan shall bring the pledge out to you. 12 And if he is a poor man, you shall not 
sleep in his pledge. 13 You shall restore to him the pledge as the sun sets, that he may sleep in 
his cloak and bless you. And it shall be righteousness for you before Yahweh your God. 14 
You shall not oppress a hired worker who is poor and needy, whether he is one of your 
brothers or one of the sojourners who are in your land within your towns. 15 You shall give 
him his wages on the same day, before the sun sets (for he is poor and counts on it), lest he 
cry against you to Yahweh, and you be guilty of sin. 

Psalm 37:21 21 The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but the righteous is generous and 
gives. 

Psalm 37:25-26 25 I have been young, and now I am old, yet I have not seen the righteous 
forsaken or his descendants begging bread. 26 All day long he is gracious and lends, and his 
descendants are a blessing. 

Psalm 41:1-3 1 Blessed is the one who considers the poor! In the day of trouble Yahweh 
delivers him. 2 Yahweh protects him and keeps him alive. He is called blessed in the land. 
You do not give him up to the desire of his enemies. 3 Yahweh sustains him on his sickbed. In 
his illness you restore him to full health. 

Psalm 112:5-9 5 It is well with the man who deals generously and lends, who conducts his 
affairs with justice. 6 For the righteous will never be moved. He will be remembered forever. 
7 He is not afraid of bad news. His heart is firm, trusting in Yahweh. 8 His heart is steady. He 
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will not be afraid, until he looks in triumph on his adversaries. 9 He has distributed freely. He 
has given to the poor. His righteousness endures forever. His horn is exalted in honor. 

Proverbs 21:13 13 Whoever closes his ear to the cry of the poor will himself call out and not 
be answered. 

Proverbs 28:27 27 Whoever gives to the poor will not want, but he who hides his eyes will 
get many a curse. 

Isaiah 58:6-7 6 Is not this the fast that I choose…? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the 
hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house, when you see the naked, to cover him, 
and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 

Jeremiah 22:13-17 13 Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, and his upper 
rooms by injustice, who makes his neighbour serve him for nothing and does not give him his 
wages, 14 who says, I will build myself a great house with spacious upper rooms, who cuts 
out windows for it, paneling it with cedar and painting it with vermilion. 15 Do you think you 
are a king because you compete in cedar? Did not your father eat and drink and do justice and 
righteousness? Then it was well with him. 16 He judged the cause of the poor and needy. 
Then it was well. Is not this to know me? declares Yahweh. 17 But you have eyes and heart 
only for your dishonest gain, for shedding innocent blood, and for practicing oppression and 
violence. 

Matthew 6:2-4 2 Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I 
say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

Matthew 10:42 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water 
because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward. 

Matthew 19:21 21 Jesus said to him, If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. And come, follow me. 

Luke 6:38 38 …Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be 
measured back to you. 

Luke 3:11 11 Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has 
food is to do likewise. 

Luke 14:12-14 12 When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends, your 
brothers, your relatives, or rich neighbors. Otherwise they may also invite you in return and 
that will be your repayment. 13 But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, 
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the lame, and the blind. 14 So you will be blessed because they do not have anything to repay 
you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. 

Acts 2:44-45 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And 
they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any 
had need. 

Acts 10:1-4 1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known 
as the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms 
generously to the people, and prayed continually to God. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he 
saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come in and say to him, Cornelius. 4 And he stared at 
him in terror and said, What is it, Lord? And he said to him, Your prayers and your alms have 
ascended as a memorial before God. 

Acts 11:28-30 28 …One of [the prophets] named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit 
that there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). 
29 So the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the 
brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas 
and Saul. 

Acts 20:35 35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help 
the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, It is more blessed 
to give than to receive. 

2 Corinthians 8:1-15 1 We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God 
that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, 
their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity 
on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their 
means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of 
the saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and 
then by the desire of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he 
should complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this 
act of grace also. 8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that 
your love also is genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 10 
And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to 
do this work but also to desire to do it. 11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your 
readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have. 12 For if 
the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what 
he does not have. 13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that 
as a matter of fairness 14 your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that 
their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. 15 As it is written, 
Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. 
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2 Corinthians 9:6-15 6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things 
at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written, He has distributed freely. 
He has given to the poor. His righteousness endures forever. 10 He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every 
way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service 
is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to 
God. 13 By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission 
that comes from your confession of the gospel of Messiah and the generosity of your 
contribution for them and for all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because 
of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 

Ephesians 4:28 28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labour, doing honest work 
with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor 
to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 
ready to share, 19 thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, 
so that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 

James 2:14-17 14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith but 
does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 
lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, Go in peace, be warmed and filled, 
without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by 
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

1 John 3:17 17 If anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his 
heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 

Sirach 29:10 10 Lose your silver for the sake of a brother or a friend, and do not let it rust 
under a stone and be lost.
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