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What is the Tribulation?
De nitions

• The tribulation is a future seven-year period during
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ff

which God will give one nal warning to unbelieving
humanity. It will be an unprecedented time of su ering. It
is preceded by the church age and rapture and will
conclude with Jesus’ second coming, the con nement of
Satan, and the beginning of the millennium.

What is the Great Tribulation?

What is the Tribulation Called in the Bible?

De nitions

Old Testament Names

• The great tribulation is the nal three and a half years of

• The Time of Jacob’s Trouble—Jeremiah 30:7

• The Day of Wrath—Zephaniah 1:15

• The Seventieth Week of Daniel—Daniel 9:27

• The Day of Distress—Zephaniah 1:15

• Jehovah’s Strange Work—Isaiah 28:21

• The Day of Wasteness—Zephaniah 1:15

• Jehovah’s Strange Act—Isaiah 28:21

• The Day of Desolation—Zephaniah 1:15

• The Day of Israel’s Calamity—Deuteronomy 32:35; Obadiah

• The Day of Darkness—Zephaniah 1:15; Amos 5:18, 20; Joel

• The Tribulation—Deuteronomy 4:30

• The Day of Gloominess—Zephaniah 1:15; Joel 2:2

• The Indignation—Isaiah 26:20; Daniel 11:36

• The Day of Clouds—Zephaniah 1:15; Joel 2:2

• The Over owing Scourge—Isaiah 28:15, 18

• The Day of Thick Darkness—Zephaniah 1:15; Joel 2:2

• The Day of Vengeance—Isaiah 34:8; 35:4; 61:2

• The Day of the Trumpet—Zephaniah 1:16

• The Year of Recompense—Isaiah 34:8

• The Day of Alarm—Zephaniah 1:16

the seven-year tribulation, when conditions on earth will
be especially horrifying. God’s wrath will be completed
during this time.

12–14

2:2

• The Time of Trouble—Daniel 12:1; Zephaniah 1:15

What is the Tribulation Called in the Bible?

Is the Tribulation Future?

New Testament Names

Views

Thessalonians 5:2

Revelation 11:18

• The Wrath of God—Revelation 15:1,

• The Great Tribulation—Matthew

• The Hour of Trial—Revelation 3:10

• The Tribulation—Matthew 24:29

• The Great Day of the Wrath of the

• The Hour of Judgment—Revelation

7; 14:10, 19; 16:1

Lamb of God—Revelation 6:16–17

• Idealist: Revelation presents spiritual realities that are true of

• The Wrath—1 Thessalonians 5:9;

every generation.

• Preterist: Revelation prophesies events that have mostly

24:21; Revelation 2:22; 7:14

already been ful lled.

• Historicist: Revelation prophesies events that have been
unfolding in history.

14:7

• Futurist: Revelation presents prophetic events mostly awaiting

• The Wrath to Come—1

future ful llment.
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Thessalonians 1:10
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• The Day of the Lord—1
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Jeremiah 30 (586 bc)

Daniel 7 (550 bc)

Key Passages

Key Passages

• Jeremiah 30:4-7 4 These are the words that Yahweh

• Daniel 7:19-22 19 Then I [Daniel] desired to know the truth about the

spoke concerning Israel and Judah: 5 Thus says Yahweh:
We have heard a cry of panic, of terror, and no peace. 6
Ask now, and see, can a man bear a child? Why then do I
see every man with his hands on his stomach like a
woman in labor? Why has every face turned pale? 7 Alas!
That day is so great there is none like it. It is a time of
distress/anxiety ( )צָָרהfor Jacob. Yet he shall be saved
out of it.

fourth beast [the Roman empire], which was di erent from all the rest,
exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and
which devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with
its feet, 20 and about the ten horns that were on its head, and the
other horn that came up and before which three of them fell, the horn
that had eyes and a mouth that spoke great things, and that seemed
greater than its companions. 21 As I looked, this horn made war with
the saints and prevailed over them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came,
and judgment was given for the saints of the Most High, and the time
came when the saints possessed the kingdom.

Daniel 7 (550 bc)

Daniel 9 (550 bc)

Key Passages

Key Passages

• Daniel 7:23-26 23 Thus [the angel] said: As for the fourth beast, there

• Daniel 9:24-25 24 Seventy weeks [490 years] are decreed about

shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be di erent from all the
kingdoms, and it shall devour the whole earth, and trample it down, and
break it to pieces. 24 As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings
shall arise, and another shall arise after them [the Antichrist]. He shall be
di erent from the former ones, and shall put down three kings. 25 He
shall speak words against the Most High, shall wear out the saints of
the Most High, and shall think to change the times and the law. And
they shall be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time [3
1/2 years]. 26 But the court shall sit in judgment, and his dominion shall
be taken away, to be consumed and destroyed to the end.

your people [Israel] and your holy city [Jerusalem], to nish the
transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity
[Jesus’ rst coming], to bring in everlasting righteousness, to
seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place
[Jesus’ second coming]. 25 So you are to know and discern
from the issuing of a decree ( )ּדָבָרto restore and rebuild Jerusalem
until Messiah Prince (—)מָׁשִ֣יחַ נָגִ֔ידseven weeks and sixty-two
weeks. It [Jerusalem] will be built again, with plaza and moat [by
Herod the Great], even in times of distress/pain/trouble ()צֹוק.

Daniel 9 (550 bc)
Key Passages

• Daniel 9:26-27 26 Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah (ַ)מָׁשִיח
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will be cut o and have nothing, and the people of the prince ( )נָגִידwho
is to come [Antichrist] will destroy the city [Jerusalem] and the
sanctuary. Its end shall come with a ood, and to the end there shall be
war. Desolations are determined. 27 And he [Antichrist] will make a
strong covenant ( )וְהִגְּבִ֥יר ּבְִר֛יתwith the many [Jewish majority] for
one week [seven years], but in the middle/half ( )חֲצִיof the week [at
the midpoint of the tribulation] he [Antichrist] will put a stop to
sacri ce and grain o ering. And on the wing of abominations one
who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is
decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate [see Mt 24].

Daniel 12 (550 bc)

Daniel 12 (550 bc)

Key Passages

Key Passages

• Daniel 12:1 1 At that time shall arise Michael, the great

• Daniel 12:7 7 And I heard the man clothed in linen

prince who has charge of your people [Israel]. And there
shall be a time of trouble/distress/anxiety ()צָָרה, such
as never has been since there was a nation [of Israel] till
that time. But at that time your people [Israel] shall be
delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in
the book.

[Jesus], who was above the waters of the stream. He
raised his right hand and his left hand toward heaven and
swore by him who lives forever [the Father] that it would
be for a time, times, and half a time [3 1/2 years], and
that when the shattering of the power of the holy people
comes to an end all these things would be nished.

Matthew 24 (ad 30)

Matthew 24 (ad 30)

Key Passages

Key Passages

• Matthew 24:1-7 1 Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples

• Matthew 24:9-14 9 Then they will deliver you up to tribulation

came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. 2 But he answered them, You
see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone
upon another that will not be thrown down [in ad 70]. 3 As he sat on the Mount of
Olives, the disciples came to him privately saying, Tell us, when will these things
be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age? 4 And
Jesus answered them, See that no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in
my name saying, I am the Messiah, and they will lead many astray. 6 And you will
hear of wars and rumours of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take
place [in the church age], but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes
in various places. 8 All these are but the beginning of the birth pains.

(θλῖψις) and put you to death, and you will be hated by all
nations for my name’s sake. 10 And then many will fall away,
betray one another, and hate one another. 11 And many false
prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because the
lawlessness (τὴν ἀνομίαν) will be increased, the love of many
will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be
saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed
throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and
then the end will come.

Matthew 24 (ad 30)

Matthew 24 (ad 30)

Key Passages

Key Passages

• Matthew 24:15-22 15 So when you see the abomination of desolation

• Matthew 24:23-28 23 Then if anyone says to you, Look, here is

spoken of by the prophet Daniel [Da 9:27], standing in the holy place (let the
reader understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea ee to the
mountains. 17 Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what
is in his house, 18 and let the one who is in the eld not turn back to take
his cloak. 19 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are
nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray that your ight may not be in winter or
on a Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great tribulation (θλῖψις μεγάλη),
such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and
never will be. 22 And if those days had not been cut short, no human being
would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.

the Messiah! or There he is! do not believe it. 24 For false
messiahs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs
and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25
See, I have told you beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you, Look,
he is in the wilderness, do not go out. If they say, Look, he is in
the inner rooms, do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes
from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there
the vultures will gather.

2 Thessalonians 2 (ad 55)

2 Thessalonians 2 (ad 55)

Key Passages

Key Passages

• 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5 1 Now concerning the coming (παρουσία) of our

• 2 Thessalonians 2:6-12 6 And you know what [the Holy Spirit in the church] is

restraining him [Antichrist] now so that he may be revealed in his time. 7 For the
mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he [the Spirit in the church] who
now restrains it [the Antichrist rebellion] will do so until he is out of the way. 8
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill
with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of
his coming (παρουσία). 9 The coming (παρουσία) of the lawless one is by the
activity of Satan with all power, false signs, and wonders, 10 and with all
wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the
truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that
they may believe what is false, 12 in order that all may be condemned who did
not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
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Lord Jesus Messiah and our being gathered together (ἐπισυναγωγή) to
him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind
or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be
from us, to the e ect that the day of the Lord [Jesus] has come. 3 Let no
one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the
rebellion (ἀποστασία) comes rst, and the man of lawlessness
[Antichrist] is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and
exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he
takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. 5 Do
you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things?
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Cast of Characters

144,000 Jews

Tribulation

Cast of Characters

Good
God the Father
Lord Jesus Christ
Holy Spirit
Angels
144,000 Jews
Great Multitude
Two Witnesses
Remnant of Israel

Evil
Satan
Demons
Antichrist
Ten Kings
False Prophet
Unbelieving Israel
Earth-dwellers

• Revelation 7:3-8 3 …Saying, Do not harm the earth or the sea or

the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their
foreheads. 4 And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed
from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 5 12,000 from the tribe of
Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from
the tribe of Gad, 6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the
tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 7 12,000 from
the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 from the
tribe of Issachar, 8 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from
the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.

144,000 Jews

Great Multitude

Cast of Characters

Cast of Characters

• Revelation 14:1-5 1 Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the

• Revelation 7:9-17 9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could

Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name
written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of
many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like
the sound of harpists playing on their harps, 3 and they were singing a new
song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the
elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been
redeemed from the earth. 4 It is these who have not de led themselves with
women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he
goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as rstfruits for God and
the Lamb, 5 and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless.

number, from every nation, from all tribes, peoples, and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands,
10 and crying out with a loud voice, Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb! … 13 Then one of the elders addressed me [John] saying, Who are
these [the great multitude], clothed in white robes, and from where have they come? 14 I
said to him, Sir, you know. And he said to me, These are the ones [believers] coming out
of the great tribulation (τῆς θλίψεως τῆς μεγάλης). They have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne of
God and serve him day and night in his temple. And he who sits on the throne will shelter
them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore. The sun
shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne
will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes.

Great Multitude

Great Multitude

Cast of Characters

Cast of Characters

• Revelation 12:17 17 Then the dragon became furious

• Revelation 19:1-2 1 After this I heard what seemed to be

with the woman [Israel] and went o to make war on the
rest of her o spring [tribulational believers], on those who
keep the commandments of God and hold to the
testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.

the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven crying out,
Hallelujah! Salvation, glory, and power belong to our God,
2 for his judgments are true and just. For he has judged
the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her
immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his
servants.

Two Witnesses

Two Witnesses

Cast of Characters

Cast of Characters

• Revelation 11:3-6 3 And I will grant authority to my two

• Revelation 11:7-10 7 And when they have nished their testimony,

the beast [Antichrist] that rises from the bottomless pit will make
war on them, conquer them, and kill them, 8 and their dead bodies
will lie in the street of the great city [Jerusalem] that symbolically is
called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was cruci ed. 9 For
three and a half days some from the peoples, tribes, languages,
and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be
placed in a tomb, 10 and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice
over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these
two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth.
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ff

witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days [3 1/2 years],
clothed in sackcloth. 4 These are the two olive trees and the two
lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 5 And if
anyone would harm them, re pours from their mouth and
consumes their foes. If anyone would harm them, this is how he
is doomed to be killed. 6 They have the power to shut the sky,
that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and
they have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to
strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire.

Two Witnesses

Remnant of Israel

Cast of Characters

Cast of Characters

• Revelation 11:11-13 11 But after the three and a half days

• Deuteronomy 4:30-31 30 When you are in tribulation/

a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up
on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12
Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them,
Come up here! And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and
their enemies watched them. 13 And at that hour there
was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven
thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the
rest were terri ed and gave glory to the God of heaven.

distress/harassed ()צרר, and all these things come upon
you in the latter days ([ )ּבְאַחֲִרית֙ הַּיָמִ֔יםend times], you will
return ( )ׁשובto Yahweh your God and obey his voice. 31
For Yahweh your God is a merciful God. He will not leave
you, destroy you, or forget the covenant with your fathers
that he swore to them.

Remnant of Israel

Remnant of Israel

Cast of Characters

Cast of Characters

• Jeremiah 30:7 7 Alas! That day is so great there is none

• Daniel 12:1 1 At that time shall arise Michael, the great

like it. It is a time of distress/need/anxiety ( )צָָרהfor
Jacob. Yet he shall be saved ( )יׁשעout of it.

fi

prince who has charge of your people [Israel]. And there
shall be a time of trouble/need/distress/anxiety ()צָָרה,
such as never has been since there was a nation [of
Israel] till that time. But at that time your people [Israel]
shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found
written in the book.

Remnant of Israel
Cast of Characters

• Matthew 24:15-20 15 So when you see the abomination of

• Revelation 12:6 6 …And the woman [Israel] ed into the

desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel [Da 9:27],
standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then
let those who are in Judea ee to the mountains. 17 Let the
one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in
his house, 18 and let the one who is in the eld not turn back
to take his cloak. 19 And alas for women who are pregnant
and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray
that your ight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath.

wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in
which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days [3 1/2 years,
the great tribulation].

Remnant of Israel

Satan

Cast of Characters

Cast of Characters

• Revelation 12:13-17 13 And when the dragon [Satan] saw that he had been

• Revelation 12:7-9 7 Now [at the midpoint of the

fl

Tribulation] war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels
ghting against the dragon [Satan]. And the dragon and
his angels [demons] fought back, 8 but he was defeated,
and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9
And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient
serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver
of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth,
and his angels were thrown down with him.

ff

thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman [Israel] who had given
birth to the male child [the church]. 14 But the woman [Israel] was given the
two wings of the great eagle so that she might y from the serpent [Satan]
into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and
times, and half a time [3 1/2 years]. 15 The serpent poured water like a river
out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a ood. 16 But
the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth
and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17
Then the dragon became furious with the woman [Israel] and went o to
make war on the rest of her o spring [tribulational believers]….

fl
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Remnant of Israel
Cast of Characters

Satan

Antichrist

Cast of Characters

Cast of Characters

• Revelation 12:12-17 …12 But woe to you, O earth and sea,

• Revelation 6:2 2 And I looked, and behold, a white

for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because
he knows that his time is short! 13 And when the dragon saw
that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the
woman [Israel] who had given birth to the male child [the
church]. …17 Then the dragon became furious with the
woman and went o to make war on the rest of her o spring,
on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to
the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.

horse! And its rider had a bow, a crown was given to him,
and he came out conquering, and to conquer.

Antichrist

Antichrist

Cast of Characters

Cast of Characters

• Revelation 13:1-6 1 And I saw a beast [Antichrist] rising out of the sea, with

• Revelation 13:7-10 7 Also it was allowed to make war on the

saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over
every tribe, people, language, and nation, 8 and all who dwell
on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been
written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of
the Lamb who was slain. 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear.
10 If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes. If
anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he
be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.

ff

ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous
names on its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard. Its feet
were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon
[Satan] gave his power, his throne, and great authority. 3 One of its heads
seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the
whole earth marvelled as they followed the beast. 4 And they worshiped the
dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast. 5 And the beast was
given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed
to exercise authority for forty-two months [3 1/2 years]. 6 It opened its mouth
to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling,
that is, those who dwell in heaven.

False Prophet
Cast of Characters

• Revelation 13:11-14 11 Then I saw another beast rising out of

• Revelation 13:15-18 15 And it was allowed to give breath to the

the earth. It had two horns like a lamb, and it spoke like a
dragon. 12 It exercises all the authority of the rst beast in its
presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the
rst beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13 It performs
great signs, even making re come down from heaven to earth
in front of people, 14 and by the signs that it is allowed to work
in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on
earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was
wounded by the sword and yet lived.

image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even
speak and might cause those who would not worship the image
of the beast to be slain. 16 Also it causes all, both small and
great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on
the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell
unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the
number of its name. 18 This calls for wisdom: let the one who
has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is
the number of a man, and his number is 666.

Earth-Dwellers

Earth-Dwellers

Cast of Characters

Cast of Characters

• Revelation 13:3-8 3 One of [the beast’s] heads seemed to have a

• Revelation 13:16-17 16 Also [the second beast] causes

all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free
and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the
forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has
the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of
its name.

fi

mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth
marvelled/were extraordinarily impressed/wondered/were astonished
(θαυμάζω) as they followed the beast. 4 And they worshiped
(προσκυνέω) the dragon [Satan], for he had given his authority to the
beast, and they worshiped (προσκυνέω) the beast saying, Who is like
the beast, and who can ght against it? …7 And authority was given
[the beast] over every tribe, people, language, and nation, 8 and all
who dwell on earth will worship (προσκυνέω) it, everyone whose name
has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of
life of the Lamb who was slain.

fi

fi

False Prophet
Cast of Characters

Earth-Dwellers

Cast of Characters

Cast of Characters

Tribulation

• 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 9 The coming (παρουσία) of the

lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power, false
signs, and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception for
those who are perishing, because they refused to love
the truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends them
a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false,
12 in order that all may be condemned who did not
believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Good

Evil

God the Father
Lord Jesus Christ
Holy Spirit
Angels
144,000 Jews
Great Multitude
Two Witnesses
Remnant of Israel

Satan
Demons
Antichrist
Ten Kings
False Prophet
Unbelieving Israel
Earth-dwellers

Application
Tribulation

• Believe in Jesus for salvation and eternal life (Jn 3:36)
• Live a holy life by the Spirit (2 Co 7:1)
• Go proclaim the good news (Mk 16:15)
• Look forward to Jesus’ coming (Re 22:20)

Questions?

