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Rapture



Main Points
Rapture

• All conservative evangelical views about the rapture should be considered.


• The pretribulation view derives fromm a literal, grammatical, historical 
hermeneutic.


• Jesus’ second coming will occur in two phases: rapture and revelation.


• The rapture will remove the church from the earth prior to the tribulation.


• The church will meet Jesus in the air and go with him to heaven.



Main Points
Rapture

• The rapture will be “secret” in that Jesus will not reveal himself to the world.


• The rapture is imminent, so we must be ready.


• There are signs the rapture may be approaching.


• The rapture is the “blessed hope” of the church.







1 Thessalonians 4:15-17

• 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord [Jesus], 
that we who are alive, who are left until the coming (παρουσία) 
of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 
For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Messiah will rise first. 17 
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up/carried 
off/grabbed/seized/snatched/taken away (ἁρπάζω, fut. pass.) 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so we will always be with the Lord.



1 Corinthians 15:51-53 

• 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed [at the rapture], 52 in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet [of the church age]. For 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable 
body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must 
put on immortality.





Revelation 12:1-17 

• 1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman [Israel] clothed 
with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a 
crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying out in 
birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3 And another sign 
appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon [Satan], with 
seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 4 
His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them 
to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was 
about to give birth, so that when she bore her child [the church] 
he might devour it.



Revelation 12:1-17 

• 5 She [Israel] gave birth to a male child [the church], one who is to 
rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child [the church] was 
caught up/carried off/grabbed/seized/snatched/taken away 
(ἁρπάζω) to God and to his throne, 6 and the woman [Israel] fled 
into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in 
which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days [3 1/2 years]. …17 
Then the dragon became furious with the woman [Israel] and went 
off to make war on the rest of her offspring [tribulation believers], 
on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the 
testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.
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