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“But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in
the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in
themselves. I have given them your word, and the world
has hated them because they are not of the world, just as
I am not of the world. I do not ask that you take them out
of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.
They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.
Sanctify them in the truth. Your word is truth. As you sent
me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.
And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may
be sanctified in truth.
- John 17:13-19

“…I am writing these things to
you so that, if I delay, you may
know how one ought to behave in
the household of God, which is
the church of the living God, a
pillar and support of the truth.”
- 1 Timothy 3:14-15

Humanistic Man’s Dilemma

Modernism

Postmodernism

Christianity

Human
Nature

Humans are biological machines
living in a purely materialistic world

Humans are cogs in a social
machine

Humans are the only beings on
earth created in the image of God,
and are both spritual and material

Free Will

Humans are self-governing and free
to choose their own direction

People are the product of their
culture and only imagine they are
self-governing

Human free will has been drastically
diminished by the fall, but people
are still responsible; the desire to be
autonomous is sinful

Reason

People should be “rationalistic
optimists” who depend only on the
data of their senses and reason

Human reason can disclose truth
Objective rationality unaffected by
about reality, but revelation and faith
cultural bias is impossible
are needed even more

Progress

Humanity is progressing by using
science and reason

“Progress” is a code-word used to
justify the domination by European
cultures of other cultures

Humans are not progressing toward
a glorious future independent of
God; advances that better human
life, however, are good
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Five Central Presuppositions
Seek the Truth

• God is true, and he speaks the truth.
• Truth is an integrated whole, not split into upper and lower stories.
• God created us in such a way that we can know true truth about the real
world.

• We cannot know hings exhaustively, but we can know them truly.
• Language is a reliable way to relate true truth about the real world.

Intra-field Dialogue

Five Principles of Method
Seek the Truth

• The Bible is assumed true
• The Bible is to be understood using a plain, literal, grammatical, historical hermeneutic
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intuition, the Bible trumps

• Common sense realism (e.g., Thomas Reid)
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• Where there is a conflict between the Bible and human reason, experience, tradition, or
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TRUTH

Philosophy

• Great Books and Christian classics
• Dr. Micahel Svigel’s theological method

Inter-field Dialogue

Westminster Confession
1645-47
BIBLIOLOGY

• As finite beings, people do not have

exhaustive truth about God, but they
can have truth about God

• Man can know truth about the
ultimate universal
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ANGELOLOGY

like, what he says is absolutely true

PNEUMATOLOGY

ECCLESIOLOGY
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CHRISTOLOGY

• When God tells his people what he is

• The Bible speaks to men and women
concerning meaning, morals, and
values

ESCHATOLOGY

John Rogers Herbert, Westminster Assembly of Divines (1844)

The Pro Truth Pledge
Proclaim the Truth
• Verify: fact-check information to confirm it is true before accepting and sharing it.
• Balance: share the whole truth, even if some aspects do not support your opinion.
• Cite: share sources so that others can verify your information.
• Clarify: distinguish between opinion and the facts.
• Acknowledge: acknowledge when others share true information, even when we disagree otherwise.
• Reevaluate: reevaluate if my information is challenged and retract it if I cannot verify it.
• Defend: defend others when they come under attack for sharing true information, even when we

"Live not by lies.”
- Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

Pillars of the Truth in a Post-Truth Age
Summary

• We live in a post-truth age because of the fall of modernism and rise of
postmodernism.

• As Christians, we are to be “pillars of the truth.” This requires us to:
• Seek the truth by having the right presuppositions and method.
• Live by the truth by living in holiness and godliness.
• Proclaim the truth through our actions and words.

disagree otherwise.

• Align: align your opinions and actions with true information.

