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PHASE TWO FAITH 

1. Problem. 
a. We often get upset, fall apart, get disturbed, and loose our composure. 
b. We press the panic button. 
c. We complain and criticise in times of crisis and pressure. 
d. We demonstrate or unbelief, our failure to trust God. 
e. This happens especially when we face a “no water” situation. 

2. Definitions. 
a. “Faith is the organ or sense for the perception and apprehension of the heavenly world 

and its blessings.”  1

b. Audacity is “absolute, ridiculous trust that when you step out and do crazy things for 
the glory of the Almighty King, God will come through for you.”  2

c. Phase two faith is “the moment by moment confidence believers are to exercise 
toward God and his word that results in the maintenance of poise in adverse 
circumstances and taking concrete, calculated risks for God. It involves an attitude of 
hopeful, optimistic expectation that God will be faithful to his word.” 

3. Distinction from Phase One Faith. 
a. Phase one faith is exercised in a moment in time by unbelievers and results in 

justification and adoption. 
b. Phase two faith is exercised moment by moment by believers and results in 

sanctification, spiritual maturity, and rewards at the judgment seat of Messiah. 
c. Phase two faith is to be accompanied by works. Phase one faith is not. 
d. The content of phase one faith is relatively small, the basic gospel message. It 

involves a small number of basic truths. By contrast, the content of phase two faith is 
very large indeed. It is all of Scripture, especially truths concerning God’s infinite 
power, perfect character, divine plan, and covenant promises. 

e. All believers exercise phase one faith by definition. At any given moment, some 
believers are exercising phase two faith, while others aren’t. 

f. Once exercised, both phase one and phase two faith cannot be undone. 

4. Basis. 
a. Phase two faith is not a blind leap of faith but a rational faith based on concrete 

evidence. 
(1) “…[O]ne may know with certainty what is unseen and future based on the 

evidence of the Word which has been validated in the past. It is not experiential 
(e.g., a changed life), though that may be a reality, but is objective based on a 
study of the accuracy of the text to explain the past historical movement (e.g., 
prophecy fulfillment, historical accuracy, etc.).”  3

 Andrew Murray, The Andrew Murray Collection: 21 Classic Works, Kindle Location 6655.1

 Eric Ludy, “Audacious Faith” (2019).2

 Charles Baylis.3
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(2) “The contrast implied…is…not between the visible, phenomenal world of sense 
perception below and the invisible, heavenly world of reality above, as in 
Platonism…but between events already witnessed as part of the historical past and 
events as yet unseen because they belong to the eschatological future….”  4

(3) “In fact, the hallmark of the Judeo-Christian faith is that God has acted in space/
time/matter in unique ways. If we now deny that he can or has done so, the whole 
reason for being a Christian drops to the ground.”  5

(4) God has been faithful in the past, so he will be faithful in the future. 
b. God’s attributes. 

(1) Love. 
(2) Omniscience. 
(3) Omnipotence. 

(a) Ge 18:13-14 13 Yahweh said to Abraham, Why did Sarah laugh and say, Shall 
I indeed bear a child, now that I am old? 14 Is anything too hard for Yahweh? 
At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah 
shall have a son. 

(4) Trustworthiness. 
(5) Faithfulness. 

5. Test. 
a. Ge 22:1-10 1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, Abraham! And 

he said, Here I am. 2 He said, Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you. 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled 
his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut 
the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told 
him. …9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the 
altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the 
altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slaughter his son. 

b. First Meribah Incident. 
(1) Ex 17:1-6 1 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the 

wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of Yahweh, and 
camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore 
the people quarreled with Moses and said, Give us water to drink. And Moses said 
to them, Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test Yahweh? 3 But the people 
thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, Why did 
you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with 
thirst? 4 So Moses cried to Yahweh, What shall I do with this people? They are 
almost ready to stone me. 5 And Yahweh said to Moses, Pass on before the people, 
taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with 
which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the 

 W. L. Lane, Word Biblical Commentary, Vol. 47B: Hebrews 9-13.4

 John N. Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1–39, NICOT (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 5

Co., 1986), 205.
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rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and 
the people will drink. And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

c. Second Meribah Incident. 
(1) Nu 20:1-13 1 And the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the 

wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in Kadesh. And Miriam 
died there and was buried there. 2 Now there was no water for the congregation. 
And they assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. 3 And 
the people quarreled with Moses and said, Would that we had perished when our 
brothers perished before Yahweh! 4 Why have you brought the assembly of 
Yahweh into this wilderness, that we should die here, both we and our cattle? 5 
And why have you made us come up out of Egypt to bring us to this evil place? It 
is no place for grain, figs, vines, or pomegranates, and there is no water to drink. 6 
Then Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the entrance of 
the tent of meeting and fell on their faces. And the glory of Yahweh appeared to 
them, 7 and Yahweh spoke to Moses saying, 8 Take the staff, and assemble the 
congregation, you and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to 
yield its water. So you shall bring water out of the rock for them and give drink to 
the congregation and their cattle. 9 And Moses took the staff from before Yahweh, 
as he commanded him. 10 Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together 
before the rock, and he said to them, Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring water 
for you out of this rock? 11 And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with 
his staff twice, and water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and 
their livestock. 12 And Yahweh said to Moses and Aaron, Because you did not 
believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore 
you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them. 13 These 
are the waters of Meribah, where the people of Israel quarreled with Yahweh, and 
through them he showed himself holy. 

d. Jas 1:2-4 2 Count it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you meet trials of various 
kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith (πίστις) produces steadfastness. 4 
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing. 

e. 1 Pe 4:12 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 

f. In our lives, we experience the charge of the mosquito and the charge of the elephant. 
We will have trouble in time. Every believer must face circumstances that re dark and 
hopeless, where there is no human solution. God permits testing for one purpose. He 
says to us, “Will you trust me?”  6

g. When we are tested, we are challenged to truly believe what we intellectually affirm. 
h. “It is hard to know what one’s faith is worth till some severe test comes. I believe—in 

some measure; of that I am quite sure. But in what measure I do not know. I pray God 
to do for me, or to me, or in me, whatever will have the result that I may believe.”  7

i. Unless there is an element of risk, there is no need for faith.  8

 R. B. Thieme, Jr., The Faith-Rest Life, 5.6

 William Temple, Readings in John’s Gospel (1947), 544, n. 30.7

 Hudson Taylor.8
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j. “We face the same crisis Bible characters faced.”  9

6. Choice. 
a. New Testament application of Meribah. 

(1) Heb 3:7-15 7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do 
not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness, 9 
where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for forty years. 10 
Therefore I was provoked with that generation and said, They always go astray in 
their heart. They have not known my ways. 11 As I swore in my wrath, They shall 
not enter my rest. 12 Take care, brothers and sisters, lest there be in any of you an 
evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But 
exhort one another every day, as long as it is called today, that none of you may be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have come to share in Messiah, if 
indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 15 As it is said, Today, if 
you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion. 

b. Our faith tends to wax and wane over the course of our Christian life. 
c. God’s desire is that our faith grows stronger and stronger over the course of our life. 

(1) Ro 4:19-21 19 [Abraham] did not weaken in faith when he considered his own 
body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No unbelief made him 
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave 
glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 

d. Often newer Christians have more faith than older Christians. 

7. Failure. 
a. Doubt. 

(1) Respectful questions are not condemned in Scripture. 
(2) However, excessive doubt is not a virtue. 

(a) “Doubt is the opposite of belief. To believe is to be persuaded, to be convinced 
that something is true. If you believe that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, you 
are convinced that is true. If you doubt that Jesus was born in Bethlehem you 
are not convinced. To have doubts is to remain unconvinced. I have a pastor 
friend who says that doubt and faith coexist all the time. He is convinced, that 
is he believes, that faith in something is never pure persuasion. It is also 
persuasion mixed with doubt. Frankly, that does not make any sense to me.”  10

(3) We are to respond to doubt with evidence. 
(a) Lk 7:18-23 18 The disciples of John reported all these things to [John]. And 

John, 19 calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord [Jesus] 
saying, Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another? 20 And 
when the men had come to him, they said, John the Baptist has sent us to you 
saying, Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another? 21 In 
that hour he healed many people of diseases, plagues,  and evil spirits, and on 
many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered them, Go and 

 H. T. Blackaby and C. V. King, Experiencing God, 218.9

 Bob Wilkin, “Doubt Is the Opposite of Belief.”10
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tell John what you have seen and heard. The blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor 
have good news preached to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not 
offended by me. 

(4) We are to work through our doubts within the Christian community. 
(a) Ga 6:2 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

b. Panic. 
(1) Dt 20:1-4 1 When you go out to war against your enemies, and see horses and 

chariots and an army larger than your own, you shall not be afraid of them, for 
Yahweh your God is with you, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 2 
And when you draw near to the battle, the priest shall come forward and speak to 
the people 3 and shall say to them, Hear, O Israel, today you are drawing near for 
battle against your enemies. Let not your heart faint. Do not fear or panic or be in 
dread of them, 4 for Yahweh your God is he who goes with you to fight for you 
against your enemies, to give you the victory. 

c. Powerlessness. 
(1) It is only the disciples Jesus calls “little-faiths.” 

(a) Mt 6:30 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, 
little-faiths (ὀλιγόπιστοι) ? 11

(b) Mt 8:26 26 And [Jesus] said to [the disciples], Why are you afraid, little-faiths 
(ὀλιγόπιστοι)? Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was 
a great calm. 

(c) Mt 14:31 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of [Peter], 
saying to him, Little-faith (Ὀλιγόπιστε), why did you doubt? 

(d) Mt 16:8 8 But Jesus, aware of this said, Little-faiths (ὀλιγόπιστοι), why are 
you discussing among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? 

(e) Mt 17:20 20 [Jesus] said to them, Because of your little/poverty of faith 
(ὀλιγοπιστία). For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard 
seed, you will say to this mountain, Move from here to there, and it will move, 
and nothing will be impossible for you. 

d. Uselessness. 
(1) Jas 2:14-26 14 What good [use] is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he 

has faith (πίστις) but does not have works? Can that faith save him [in phase two]? 
15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of 
you says to them, Go in peace, be warmed and filled, without giving them the 
things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does 
not have works, is dead [useless]. 18 But someone will say, You have faith and I 
have works. Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my 
faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one, You do well. Even the demons 
believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith 
apart from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified [for 
rewards] by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that 
faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works. 23 

 “[O]f little faith/trust, …in the NT only in the synoptics and only in addressing the disciples” (BDAG, 702).11
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And the Scripture was fulfilled that says, Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see 
that a person is justified [for rewards] by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in 
the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified [for rewards] by works 
when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For as 
the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead 
[useless]. 

(2) “What you do tells what you believe.”  12

8. Bad Examples. 
a. Ahaz. 

(1) A comparison of Ahaz and Hezekiah is intended as a case study in faith. 
(a) Is 36:2 2 The king of Assyria sent the Rabshakeh from Lachish to King 

Hezekiah at Jerusalem, with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the 
upper pool on the highway to the Washer’s Field. 

(b) This pool was a reservoir that held water from the Gihon Spring near 
Jerusalem. Ahaz was there to inspect Jerusalem’s water supply in anticipation 
of the coming siege by Aram and Israel. Until Hezekiah’s tunnel was 
completed, Jerusalem had no completely dependable source of water within its 
walls, so this would have been a matter of considerable concern (Oswalt, 
NICOT, 198-99). 

(c) Ahaz and Hezekiah were confronted with a test of faith in the exact same spot. 
(d) Is 7-39 is united around the theme of trust—trust in the nations or trust in God. 

9. Good Examples. 
a. Caleb and Joshua. 

(1) Nu 13:30-31 30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, Let us go up 
at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it. 31 Then the men who 
had gone up with him said, We are not able to go up against the people, for they 
are stronger than we are. 

(2) Nu 14:6-9 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who 
were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to all 
the congregation of the people of Israel, The land, which we passed through to spy 
it out, is an exceedingly good land. 8 If Yahweh delights in us, he will bring us 
into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey. 9 Only do 
not rebel against Yahweh. And do not fear the people of the land, for they are 
bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and Yahweh is with us. Do 
not fear them. 

(3) Nu 14:22-24 22 …None of the men who have seen my glory and my signs that I 
did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these ten times 
and have not obeyed my voice, 23 shall see the land that I swore to give to their 
fathers. And none of those who despised me shall see it. 24 But my servant Caleb, 
because he has a different spirit and has followed me fully, I will bring into the 
land into which he went, and his descendants shall possess it. 

 H. T. Blackaby and C. V. King, Experiencing God, 226.12
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(4) Nu 14:29-34 29 …Your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and of all your 
number, listed in the census from twenty years old and upward, who have 
grumbled against me, 30 not one shall come into the land where I swore that I 
would make you dwell, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of 
Nun. 31 But your little ones, who you said would become a prey, I will bring in, 
and they shall know the land that you have rejected. 32 But as for you, your dead 
bodies shall fall in this wilderness. 33 And your children shall be shepherds in the 
wilderness forty years and shall suffer for your faithlessness/fornication (זְנּות), 
until the last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness. 34 According to the 
number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, a year for each 
day, you shall bear your iniquity forty years, and you shall know my displeasure. 

b. David. 
(1) 1 Sa 17:45-47 45 David said to the Philistine, You [Goliath] come to me with a 

sword, with a spear, and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of Yahweh 
of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day 
Yahweh will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your 
head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the 
birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that 
there is a God in Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know that Yahweh saves 
not with sword and spear. For the battle is Yahweh’s, and he will give you into our 
hand. 

c. Elijah. 
(1) 1 Ki 18:36-39 36 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the 

prophet came near and said, Yahweh, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be 
known this day that you are God in Israel, that I am your servant, and that I have 
done all these things at your word. 37 Answer me, Yahweh, answer me, that this 
people may know that you, Yahweh, are God, and that you have turned their 
hearts back. 38 Then the fire of Yahweh fell and consumed the burnt offering, the 
wood, the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 
And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, Yahweh, he is 
God! Yahweh, he is God! 

d. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 
(1) Da 3:16-18 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, 

O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, 
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O 
king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have 
set up. 

e. Daniel. 
(1) Da 6:23 23 So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found 

on him, because he had trusted (אמן) in his God. 
f. Hebrews’ Hall of Faith. 

(1) He 11:1-6 1 Now faith is the assurance/realisation (ὑπόστασις) of things hoped 
for, the conviction/proving (ἔλεγχος) of things not seen.  2 For by it the people of 13

 “[F]aith is a proving (or conviction about) unseen things = faith means to be sure about things unseen (in 13

contrast to confidence in the temporal)” (BDAG, 315).
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old received their commendation (µαρτυρέω). 3 By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of 
things that are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice 
than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him 
by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By 
faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, 
because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as 
having pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who seek him. 

g. George Mueller. 
h. Hudson Taylor. 
i. Robert Laidlaw. 

10. The Faith-Rest Life. 
a. The faith-rest life is the life of a believer characterised by simply standing still, 

trusting, and writing on God. There is no work or movement at all. It is a place of 
perfect peace, inner happiness, strength, stability, power, and impact. It is a moment-
by-moment sabbath in the midis of the great adversities of life. It is the solution to any 
problem that any believer will ever face.  14

(1) Php 4:7 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Messiah Jesus. 

b. Key Passage. 
(1) Heb 4:1-16 1 Therefore, while the promise of entering [God’s] rest still stands, let 

us fear lest any of you [believers] should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For 
good news came to us [New Testament believers] just as to them [the Exodus 
generation], but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were 
not united by faith with those who listened. 3 For we who have believed enter that 
rest, as he has said, As I swore in my wrath, They shall not enter my rest, although 
his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For he has 
somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: And God rested on the seventh 
day from all his works. 5 And again in this passage he said, They shall not enter 
my rest. 6 Because therefore it remains for some [believers] to enter it, and those 
who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 
again he appoints a certain day, Today, saying through David so long afterward, in 
the words already quoted, Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts. 
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day 
later on. 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for 
whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from 
his. 11 Let us therefore strive (σπουδάζω) to enter that rest, so that no one may fall 
by the same sort of disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living and active, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of 
joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 

 R. B. Thieme, Jr., The Faith-Rest Life, 1-3.14
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And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes 
of him to whom we must give account. 

c. The best biblical picture of faith-rest life is Joshua’s generation that conquered and 
settled in the land of Canaan. Moses’ generation stands for believers who miss out on 
the faith-rest life. Joshua’s generation stands for believers who take hold of the faith-
rest life. 

d. God invites us to live a life of faith-rest in all the circumstances of life. 
e. Believers do not get a life of faith-rest automatically. It is available to all believers, 

but not all believers enjoy it. 
f. A believer must develop his or her faith-rest capacity over many years of heart and 

mind transformation. 
g. God has given us promises in wiring, promises we can take by faith, use, and believe, 

promises that will stabilise each of us.  15

11. Result. 
a. Encounters with God. 

(1) “Encounters with God require faith.”  16

b. Certainty. 
(1) “The high and noble adventures of faith can in our truest moments be seen as no 

adventures at all, but certainties.”  17

c. Stability/steadiness. 
d. Strength. 

(1) “It isn’t doubting something but believing something that makes us strong.”  18

(2) “Paul was not arrogant when he defended the gospel of grace in Galatians. John 
was not arrogant when he presented Jesus as the source of everlasting life to all 
who believe in Him. They were not expressing mere convictions. They presented 
absolute truth. God wants His children to know they have everlasting life.”  19

e. Obedience. 
(1) “When God calls a person to join Him in a God-sized task, faith is always 

required. Obedience indicates faith in God. Disobedience often indicates a lack of 
faith. Without faith, a person cannot please God. Without faith, a church cannot 
please God.”  20

f. Audacity. 
(1) Many believers are waltzing through the Christian life without showing even a 

scrap of heavenly guts. But faith is built through the practice of audacity. We’ve 

 R. B. Thieme, Jr., The Faith-Rest Life, 6.15

 H. T. Blackaby and C. V. King, Experiencing God, 215.16

 T. R. Kelly, A Testament of Devotion, 64.17

 E. W. Kenyon, Receiving God’s Miracles.18

 Bob Wilkin, “Doubt Is the Opposite of Belief.”19

 H. T. Blackaby and C. V. King, Experiencing God, 217.20
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been pushed around long enough. It’s high time we got our swagger back and 
started acting with a Christ-confident audacity.  21

g. Enrichment. 
(1) Pr 28:25 25 A greedy man stirs up strife, but the one who trusts in the Lord will 

be enriched. 
h. Evangelism. 

(1) We share what we know, not what we doubt. The messages of John 3:16 and 5:24 
and 2 Timothy 2:12 are messages of certainty.  22

(2) In our age of skepticism, faith stands out. One of the benefits of a culture in which 
doubt is prevalent is that the person with certainty stands out. 

i. Leadership. 
(1) “Faith makes us optimists. It enables us to see possibilities for the expansion of 

[the Church] that might be invisible to others whose vision is clouded by 
difficulties. …[T]he motivated leader made optimistic by faith will need to be 
spiritually equipped to make the hard decisions required in problem solving.”  23

12. Application. 
a. Take calculated risks for God. 
b. Don’t be afraid of making mistakes. 

(1) “We tell our folks to make at least ten mistakes a day. If they are not making ten 
mistakes a day, they’re not trying hard enough.”  24

c. Believe in what God can accomplish through other believers. 
(1) “He believed in the Holy Ghost, not merely vaguely as a spiritual Power, but as a 

Person indwelling his converts. He believed therefore in his converts. He could 
trust them. He did not trust them because he believed in their natural virtue or 
intellectual sufficiency. If he had believed in that, his faith must have been sorely 
shaken. But he believed in the Holy Ghost in them. He believed that Christ was 
able and willing to keep that which he had committed to Him. He believed that He 
would perfect His Church, that He would stablish, strengthen, settle his converts. 
He believed, and acted as if he believed. It is that faith which we need today. We 
need to subordinate our methods, our systems, ourselves to that faith. We often 
speak as if we had to do simply with weak and sinful men. We say that we cannot 
trust our converts to do this or that, that we cannot commit the truth to men 
destitute of this or that particular form of education or training. We speak as if we 
had to do with mere men. We have not to do with mere men; we have to do with 
the Holy Ghost. What systems, forms, safeguards of every kind cannot do, He can 
do. When we believe in the Holy Ghost, we shall teach our converts to believe in 
Him, and when they believe in Him they will be able to face all difficulties and 

 Eric Ludy, “Audacious Faith” (2019).21

 Bob Wilkin, “Doubt Is the Opposite of Belief.”22

 William Yeager, Who’s Holding the Umbrella?, 187.23

 Robert Metcalfe, chairperson of 3COM, quoted in A. Malphurs, Planting Growing Churches, 74.24
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dangers. They will justify our faith. The Holy Ghost will justify our faith in Him. 
‘This is the Victory which overcometh the world, even our faith.’”  25

 Roland Allen, Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s or Ours?, 117.25
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