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MONEY 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

- Matthew 6:19-21 

1. Problems. 
a. We feel embarrassed talking about money. 
b. We may feel guilty we’re not giving enough. 
c. We may be living pay check to pay check. 
d. We may be living off the government. 
e. We may be in debt. 
f. We may fear running out of money. 
g. Giving is down. 

2. Importance. 
a. As believers, we must not be shy in talking about money. 

(1) “There are three conversions necessary to every man; the head, the heart and the 
purse.”  1

b. How we spend our money indicates much about our outlook on life. Just as how we 
spend our time does. 

c. Money is a huge test for each of us. 

3. Perspective. 
a. Randy Alcorn’s six “Treasure Principle Keys,” derived from his inductive study of 

what the Bible says about money, are brilliant:  2

(1) God owns everything. We’re his money managers. 
(a) Job 41:11 11 Who has given to me that I should repay him? Whatever is under 

the whole heaven is mine. 
(b) “We are the managers of the assets God has entrusted—not given—to us.” 

(2) Our hearts always go where we put God’s money. 
(a) God’s word is to be more important to us than money. 

1) Ps 119:72 72 The Torah of your mouth is better to me than thousands of 
gold and silver pieces. 

(b) Where our treasure is, there our hearts will be also. 
1) Mt 6:19-21 19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 

moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 

(c) We cannot serve God and money. 

 Martin Luther.1

 Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle, 93.2
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1) Mt 6:24 24 No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and money. 

2) Lk 16:13 13 No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and money. 

(d) The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. 
1) 1 Ti 6:9-10 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a 

snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into 
ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the 
faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 

(3) Heaven, not earth, is our home. 
(a) Heb 11:16 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 

(4) We are to live for the line, not the dot. 
(a) We are to lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven. 

1) Mt 6:19-20 19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

(b) We are to provide ourselves with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail. 
1) Lk 12:32-34 32 Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 

to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the needy. 
Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure 
in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth 
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

(c) We are to be shrewd in dealing with our wealth. 
1) Lk 16:8-9 8 The master commended the dishonest manager for his 

shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with 
their own generation than the sons of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends 
for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they 
may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 

(d) “Watch what happens when you reallocate your money from temporal things 
to eternal things.” 

(5) Giving is the only antidote to materialism. 
(6) God prospers us not to raise our standard of living but to raise our standard of 

giving. 
b. It is hard for a rich person to be a believer, even more a disciple or disciple maker. 

(1) Mt 19:20-30 20 The young man said to [Jesus], All these I have kept. What do I 
still lack? 21 Jesus said to him, If you would be perfect, go, sell what you 
possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. And come, 
follow me. 22 When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions. 23 And Jesus said to his disciples, Truly, I say to you, 
only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I 
tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
person to enter the kingdom of God. 25 When the disciples heard this, they were 
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greatly astonished saying, Who then can be saved? 26 But Jesus looked at them 
and said, With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible. 27 
Then Peter said in reply, See, we have left everything and followed you. What 
then will we have? 28 Jesus said to them, Truly, I say to you, in the new world, 
when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me 
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And 
everyone who has left houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother, children, or lands, 
for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 30 
But many who are first will be last, and the last first. 

4. Trust. 
a. God never abandons the righteous. 

(1) Ps 37:25-26 25 I have been young, and now am old, yet I have not seen the 
righteous forsaken or his seed begging for bread. 26 He is ever lending 
generously, and his children become a blessing. 

b. Our hearts are to be steady. 
(1) Ps 112:3-9 3 Wealth and riches are in [the] house [of the righteous], and his 

righteousness endures forever. 4 Light dawns in the darkness for the upright. He 
is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 5 It is well with the man who deals 
generously and lends, who conducts his affairs with justice. 6 For the righteous 
will never be moved. He will be remembered forever. 7 He is not afraid of bad 
news. His heart is firm, trusting in Yahweh. 8 His heart is steady. He will not be 
afraid, until he looks in triumph on his adversaries. 9 He has distributed freely. 
He has given to the poor. His righteousness endures forever. His horn is exalted 
in honor. 

c. We are not to be anxious about tomorrow. 
(1) Mt 6:25-34 25 Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you 

will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not 
life more than food, and the body more than clothing? …31 Therefore do not be 
anxious saying, What shall we eat? or What shall we drink? or What shall we 
wear? 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 34 Therefore do not be 
anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for 
the day is its own trouble. 

d. God will supply and multiply our seed for sowing and increase our harvest. 
(1) 2 Co 9:6-11 6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give 
as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every 
good work. 9 As it is written, He has distributed freely. He has given to the poor. 
His righteousness endures forever. 10 He who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 
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e. We can do all things through Messiah who strengthens us. 
(1) Php 4:10-13 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 

whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I 
know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of 
facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through 
him who strengthens me. 

5. Gain. 
a. Gaining money is not evil, but the love of money is. 

(1) There is nothing inherently evil about money. Money is neutral. 
(a) Dt 6:10-12 10 And when Yahweh your God brings you into the land that he 

swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with 
great and good cities that you did not build, 11 houses full of all good things 
that you did not fill, cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees 
that you did not plant—and when you eat and are full, 12 then take care lest 
you forget Yahweh…. 

(b) Ps 112:3 3 Wealth and riches are in [the] house [of the righteous], and his 
righteousness endures forever. 

(c) Material things are not bad, but they must not be sought as ends in themselves, 
as if they had everlasting significance.  3

b. It is God who gives us the power to make wealth. 
(1) Dt 8:18 18 You will remember Yahweh your God, for it is he who is giving you 

power (ּכַֹח) to make wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to 
your fathers, as it is this day. 

c. We are to act with honesty in all our business dealings. 
(1) Dt 25:13-16 13 You shall not have in your bag two kinds of weights, a large and 

a small. 14 You shall not have in your house two kinds of measures, a large and 
a small. 15 A full and fair weight you shall have, a full and fair measure you 
shall have, that your days may be long in the land that Yahweh your God is 
giving you. 16 For all who do such things, all who act dishonestly, are an 
abomination to Yahweh your God. 

d. We are to work when we are supposed to be working. 
(1) 2 Sa 11:1-2 1 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, 

David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the 
Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 

e. We are to conduct our affairs with justice. 
(1) Ps 112:3-9 3 Wealth and riches are in [the] house [of the righteous], and his 

righteousness endures forever. 4 Light dawns in the darkness for the upright. He 
is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 5 It is well with the man who deals 
generously and lends, who conducts his affairs with justice. 

f. We are to know well the condition of our belongings and give attention to our work. 
(1) Pr 27:23-27 23 Know well the condition of your flocks, and give attention to 

your herds, 24 for riches do not last forever, and does a crown endure to all 
generations? 25 When the grass is gone and the new growth appears and the 

 H. Schlossberg, Idols for Destruction, 88.3
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vegetation of the mountains is gathered, 26 the lambs will provide your clothing, 
and the goats the price of a field. 27 There will be enough goats’ milk for your 
food, for the food of your household and maintenance for your girls. 

g. We are to work our land and not follow worthless pursuits. 
(1) Pr 28:19 19 Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, but he who 

follows worthless pursuits will have plenty of poverty. 
h. We are not to hurry to be rich. 

(1) Pr 28:19 19 Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, but he who 
follows worthless pursuits will have plenty of poverty. 

i. We are to count the cost before we build. 
(1) Lk 14:28-30 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit 

down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, 
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to 
mock him 30 saying, This man began to build and was not able to finish. 

j. We are to be faithful in little things. 
(1) Lk 16:10-12 10 One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and 

one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11 If then you 
have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will 
give you that which is your own? 

k. We are to work hard in order to be able to help the weak. 
(1) Ac 20:35 35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we 

must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself 
said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

l. We are to sow bountifully. 
(1) 2 Co 9:6 6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 
m. We are to do honest work so that we are able to share. 

(1) Eph 4:28 28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labour, doing honest 
work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone 
in need. 

n. Gain skills and expertise that will enable you to make money. 
o. See Diligence and Work. 
p. “I have made many millions, but they have brought me no happiness.”  4

6. Save. 
a. Avoid debt. 

(1) It is better to lend than to borrow. 
(a) Dt 15:6 6 For Yahweh your God will bless you [Israel], as he promised you, 

and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow, and you shall 
rule over many nations, but they shall not rule over you. 

(2) We are to pay back what we borrow. 
(a) Ps 37:21 21 The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but the righteous is 

generous and gives. 

 John D. Rockefeller4
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(3) The borrower is the slave of the lender. 
(a) Pr 22:7 7 The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the 

lender. 
(4) We are never to put up security for another’s debt. 

(a) Pr 22:26-27 26 Be not one of those who give pledges, who put up security for 
debts. 27 If you have nothing with which to pay, why should your bed be 
taken from under you? 

(5) “Avoid debt as you would the devil. Make it a fundamental rule: No debt—cash 
or nothing.”  5

(6) Debt drastically increases risk and drastically magnifies mistakes. 
(7) Think long and hard before going to university. 
(8) Pay your way through university. 

b. Save 15% of your income for retirement. 
(1) In the U.S., max out your Roth IRA every year (currently $6,000/year). Invest 

the rest in your employer 401(k). 
(2) Choose mutual funds with a good track record (5-10 years) in these four areas: 

growth, growth and income, aggressive growth, and international. 
(a) The average annual return should outperform the S&P. 
(b) To reduce taxes, choose mutual funds with a low turnover ratio (less than 

10%). 
(c) Compare fees. 

1) Load. 
1. A shares (5.75% up front plus maintenance fee). 
2. C shares (1% per year plus maintenance fee). 

2) No load (maintenance fee). 
c. We are to diversify our savings and investments. 

(1) Ec 11:2 2 Give a portion to seven, or even to eight, for you know not what 
disaster may happen on earth. 

d. Beware of placing ultimate trust in your retirement savings. 
(1) As we become more wealthy, we are to to take care not to forget God. 

(a) Dt 6:10-12 10 And when Yahweh your God brings you into the land that he 
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with 
great and good cities that you did not build, 11 houses full of all good things 
that you did not fill, cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees 
that you did not plant—and when you eat and are full, 12 then take care lest 
you forget Yahweh, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 

(2) God is to be our strength, not our wealth. 
(a) Pr 18:10-11 10 The name of Yahweh is a strong tower. The righteous man 

runs into it and is safe. 11 A rich man’s wealth is his strong city, and like a 
high wall in his imagination. 

(3) We are to be rich toward God, not to lay up treasure for ourselves. 
(a) Lk 12:16–21 16 And [Jesus] told them a parable saying, The land of a rich 

man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, What shall I do, for I 

 Henry Ward Beecher.5
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have nowhere to store my crops? 18 And he said, I will do this. I will tear 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and 
my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
for many years. Relax, eat, drink, be merry. 20 But God said to him, Fool! 
This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be? 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is 
not rich toward God. 

e. We are not to devour our wealth. 
(1) Pr 21:20 20 Precious treasure and oil are in a wise man’s dwelling, but a foolish 

man devours it. 
f. Live within your means. 

(1) Act your wage. Don’t be a “big hat, no cattle” person. 
(2) Pr 30:7-9 8 Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with the food that is 

needful for me, 9 lest I be full, deny you, and say, Who is the Lord? or lest I be 
poor, steal, and profane the name of my God. 

(3) Lk 12:15 15 And [Jesus] said to them, Take care, and be on your guard against 
all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions. 

(4) 1 Ti 6:6 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain…. 
(5) Heb 13:5-6 5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what 

you have, for he has said, I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 So we can 
confidently say, The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me? 

(6) “As true religion is nothing else but simple nature governed by right reason, so it 
loves and requires great plainness and simplicity of life. Therefore avoid all 
superfluous shows of finery and equipage, and let your house be plainly 
furnished with moderate conveniences. Do not consider what your estate can 
afford, but what right reason requires.”  6

(7) “Frugality—Make no expense but to do good to others or yourself; waste 
nothing.”  7

g. Keep your possessions to a minimum. 
(1) Death will separate us from all our earthly possessions. When we die, we will 

leave it all behind. 
h. Budget. 

(1) Keep track of your income and spending. 
(2) Have a cash flow plan. Plan money on paper on purpose before the month 

begins. 
(3) “You must gain control over your money or the lack of it will forever control 

you.”  8

(4) Include: 
(a) Mortgage/rent. 
(b) Utilities. 
(c) Food. 

(d) Family necessities. 
(e) Medical. 
(f) Clothing. 

 William Law, A Serious Call, 217.6

 Benjamin Franklin.7

 Dave Ramsey.8
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(g) Transportation. 
(h) Entertainment/recreation. 

(i) Savings. 
(j) Giving. 

i. Purchase a home. 
(1) Property market: 

(a) https://www.oneroof.co.nz/ 
(b) https://homes.co.nz/ 

(2) Interest rates: https://www.interest.co.nz/ 
(3) Budgeting: https://sorted.org.nz/tools 

j. Shield your capital. 
(1) “‘Precious treasure remains in a wise man’s dwelling, but a foolish man devours 

it’ (Prov. 21:20). Capital, therefore, in contrast to income, should not be 
converted to consumption, should not be kept in forms that make it vulnerable to 
currency depreciation, and should be shielded from government confiscation, 
using all legal means.”  9

7. Give. 
a. See Giving to Ministry, Giving to the Poor, and Ministry Partnership. 
b. We are to be generous and give. 

(1) Ps 37:21 21 The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but the righteous is 
generous and gives. 

c. We are to distribute freely. 
(1) Ps 112:9 9 He has distributed freely. He has given to the poor. His righteousness 

endures forever. His horn is exalted in honor. 
d. The one who waters will himself be watered. 

(1) Pr 11:24-25 24 One gives freely, yet grows all the richer. Another withholds 
what he should give, and only suffers want. 25 Whoever brings blessing will be 
enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered. 

e. God enriches us to be generous. 
(1) 2 Co 9:10-11 10 [God] who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 

supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every 
way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 

f. “Every day, the person whose treasure is on earth is headed away from his treasure.  
Every day, the person whose treasure is in heaven is headed toward his treasure.”  10

g. Don’t be a freeloader. 
(1) If you attend a Christian function, always leave a koha. If you dine at a Christian 

camp, contribute to the cost. 
h. “I value all things only by the price they shall gain in eternity.”  11

i. Live for the line, not the dot. 
(1) “I think of our lives in terms of a dot and a line, signifying two phases. Our 

present life on earth is the dot. It begins. It ends. It’s brief. However, from the 
dot, a line extends that goes on forever. That line is eternity, which [believers] 

 H. Schlossberg, Idols for Destruction, 317.9

 Randy Alcorn.10

 John Wesley.11
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will spend in heaven. Right now we’re living in the dot. …The shortsighted 
person lives for the dot. The person with perspective lives for the line. This 
earth, and our time here, is the dot. Our beloved Bridegroom, the coming 
wedding, the Great Reunion, and our eternal home in the New Heavens and New 
Earth…they’re all on the line. The person who lives for the dot lives for 
treasures on earth that end in junkyards. The person who lives for the line lives 
for treasures in heaven that never end. …Foolish people live for the dot. Wise 
people live for the line.”  12

j. Lend. 
(1) We are not to charge our brother or sister interest. 

(a) Dt 23:19-20 19 You shall not charge interest on loans to your brother, interest 
on money, interest on food, interest on anything that is lent for interest. 20 You 
may charge a foreigner interest, but you may not charge your brother interest, 
that Yahweh your God may bless you in all that you undertake in the land that 
you are entering to take possession of it. 

(2) We are to be gracious and lend. 
(a) Ps 37:25-26 25 I have been young, and now I am old, yet I have not seen the 

righteous forsaken or his descendants begging bread. 26 All day long he is 
gracious and lends, and his descendants are a blessing. 

(b) Ps 112:5-9 5 It is well with the man who deals generously and lends, who 
conducts his affairs with justice. 6 For the righteous will never be moved. He 
will be remembered forever. 7 He is not afraid of bad news. His heart is firm, 
trusting in Yahweh. 8 His heart is steady. He will not be afraid, until he looks 
in triumph on his adversaries. 9 He has distributed freely. He has given to the 
poor. His righteousness endures forever. His horn is exalted in honor. 

8. Application. 
a. From Randy Alcorn:  13

(1) Affirm God’s full ownership of us and everything entrusted to us. 
(2) Set aside the firstfruits—at least ten percent—of every wage and gift we receive 

s holy and belonging exclusively to God. 
(3) Out of the remaining treasures God entrusts to us, seek to make generous 

freewill gifts. 
(4) Ask God to tech us to give sacrificially to his purposes, including helping the 

poor and reaching the lost. 
(5) Determine to lay up earthly treasures as heavenly treasures for Jesus’ glory and 

the eternal good of others and ourselves. 
(6) Ask God to show us how to lead other to the present joy and future reward of 

giving. 
b. Dave Ramsey’s “Baby Steps”:  14

(1) Save $1,000 for your starter emergency fund. 
(2) Pay off all debt (except the house) using the debt snowball. 

 Randy Alcorn.12

 Adapted from Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle, 94.13

 https://www.ramseysolutions.com/dave-ramsey-7-baby-steps 14
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(3) Save three-six moths of expenses in a fully funded emergency fund. 
(4) Invest 15% of your household income in retirement. 
(5) Save for your children’s university fund. 
(6) Pay off your home early. 
(7) Build wealth and give. 
(8) https://sorted.org.nz 
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