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JOHN 7 | Division over Jesus 

Jesus’ Brothers Disbelieve 

1 After this Jesus went about in Galilee.  He would not go about in Judea, because the Jews 1

were seeking to kill  him. 2 Now the Jews’ Feast of Booths  was at hand. 3 So his brothers 2 3

said to him, 

Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are doing. 4 
For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show 
yourself to the world. 

5 For not even his brothers believed in (ἐπίστευον εἰς) him.  6 Jesus said to them, 4

My time  has not yet come, but your time is always here. 7 The world cannot hate you, 5

but it hates me because I testify about it that its works are evil.  8 You go up to the 6

feast. I am not going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.  7

9 After saying this, he remained in Galilee. 

Muttering about Jesus 

10 But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in 
private.  11 The Jews were looking for him at the feast and saying, Where is he?  12 And 8 9

there was much muttering (γογγυσµός)  about him among the people. While some said, He 10

is a good man, others said, No, he is leading the people astray. 13 Yet for fear of the Jews no 
one spoke openly of him. 

 For about six months.1

 Jn 5:18 18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the 2

Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

 See Feast of Booths.3

 Jesus’ brothers were at this time unbelievers (Mk 3:21, 31-35; 6:3).4

 The time for Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension. That would happen at the next Passover, about six 5

months later.

 See World System.6

 Is Jesus lying here? No. He means he is not going up to the Feast of Booths with his brothers who don’t 7

believe in him. He will go on his own terms (see Jn 2:4). Jesus can’t and won’t be pushed around. He always 
follows the Father’s timetable. See God’s Timeliness.

 At the next feast, Passover, Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem will be very public.8

 They expected Jesus to be at the feast because this was required by the Torah.9

 “[U]tterance made in a low tone of voice (the context indicates whether the utterance is one of discontent or 10

satisfaction), behind-the-scenes talk.—Negative aspect: complaint, displeasure, expressed in 
murmuring…” (BDAG, 204). John 6-7 may be called the muttering chapters (Jn 6:41, 43, 61; 7:12, 32).
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Origin of Jesus’ Teaching 

14 About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching.  15 The 11

Jews therefore marvelled saying, How is it that this man has learning, when he has never 
studied?  16 So Jesus answered them, 12

My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.  17 If anyone’s desire is to do God’s 13

desire, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my 
own authority. 18 The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory. But 
the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no 
falsehood.  14

Right Judgment concerning the Sabbath 

19 Has not Moses given you the Torah? Yet none of you keeps the Torah.  Why do you 15

seek to kill  me? 16

20 The crowd answered, You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill you? 21 Jesus answered 
them, 

I did one work,  and you all marvel at it. 22 Moses gave you circumcision (not that it 17

is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath.  23 If 18

on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the Torah of Moses may not be 
broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man’s whole body 
well? 24 Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.  19

Jesus’ Origin 

 This was a bold move. It very much caught the Jewish leaders off guard. Ac 5:21 21 …[The apostles] entered 11

the temple at daybreak and began to teach.

 Ac 4:13 13 …When [the Jewish leaders] saw the boldness of Peter and John and perceived that they were 12

uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognised that they had been with Jesus.

 Jn 12:49-50 49 …I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a 13

commandment—what to say and what to speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I 
say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me. Jn 14:11 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. Jn 14:24 24 Whoever does not love me does not 
keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.

 See God’s Truthfulness.14

 See Mosaic Covenant.15

 This word continues to be repeated. The tension is definitely rising. The storm clouds are gathering.16

 See Jn 5:8-9. This sign miracle took place in Jerusalem about a year and a half earlier. The formerly lame man 17

continued to be a constant witness to the people of Jerusalem that Jesus has the power to heal.

 If a newborn son’s eighth day occurs on a Sabbath, the circumcision still must be performed (Ge 17:12; Lev 18

12:3).

 See Justice.19
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25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, 

Is not this the man whom they seek to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and 
they say nothing to him! Can it be that the authorities really know that this is the 
Messiah?  27 But we know where this man comes from,  and when the Messiah 20 21

appears, no one will know where he comes from.  22

28 So Jesus proclaimed as he taught in the temple, 

You know me, and you know where I come from.  But I have not come of my own 23

accord. He who sent me is true,  and him you do not know. 29 I know him,  for I 24 25

come from him, and he sent me. 

30 So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had 
not yet come.  31 Yet many of the people believed in (ἐπίστευσαν⸃ εἰς) him. They said, When 26

the Messiah appears, will he do more signs than this man has done?  27

Jesus’ Destination 

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering (γογγύζω, pres.) these things about him, and the 
chief priests and Pharisees sent officers  to arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, 28

I will be with you a little longer,  and then I am going to him who sent me.  34 You 29 30

will seek me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot come.  31

 The leaders’ failure to contain Jesus is leading the crowd to more closely consider whether he is the Messiah.20

 Jesus was commonly known as Jesus of Nazareth (Jn 1:45-46).21

 This seems to contradict v. 42.22

 Jesus does not deny he comes from Nazareth. But before he came from Nazareth, he came from above, from 23

heaven (Jn 3:31; 6:38, 51). Nazareth was just a stopping point.

 See God’s Truthfulness.24

 Jn 1:18 18 No one has ever seen God. The only God [Jesus], who is at the Father’s side, he has made him 25

known.

 Until the appropriate hour, Jesus is unstoppable.26

 This is a great question to ask. It is legitimate to believe in Jesus based on the sign miracles he has done (Jn 27

2:23; 14:11; 20:29-31). These are justified believers.

 These officers are Levites (see 1 Ch 26:1-19).28

 Until the next Passover and Pentecost. 29

 See Jesus’ Ascension.30

 Unbelievers will not ascend with Jesus, but believers will. Jn 14:3 3 …If I [Jesus] go and prepare a place for 31

you [disciples], I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.

www.firmfoundation.org.nz | mail@firmfoundation.org.nz | 027 557 9314 
Conversational Evangelism | Inductive Bible Study | Expository Bible Teaching | Biblical Worldview Training



Jeff Coleman 
Updated May 20 

 of 4 12

35 The Jews said to one another, 

Where does this man intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the 
Dispersion (διασπορά) among the Greeks (Ἕλλην) and teach the Greeks (τοὺς 
Ἕλληνας)?  36 What does he mean by saying, You will seek me and you will not find 32

me, and, Where I am you cannot come?  33

Jesus’ Great Invitation 

37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, 

If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.  34

39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive,  for 35

as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  36

Jewish People Divide over Jesus 

40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, This really is the Prophet.  41 37

Others said, This is the Messiah.  But some said, 38

 Jesus himself doesn’t go to the Dispersion among the Greeks, but, ironically, his disciples do.32

 Jesus is okay with leaving his opponents puzzled.33

 “The Feast of Tabernacles was celebrated with certain festival rituals. One was a solemn procession each day 34

from the temple to the Gihon Spring. A priest filled a gold pitcher with water while the choir sang Isaiah 12:3. 
Then they returned to the altar and poured out the water. This ritual reminded them of the water from the rock 
during the wilderness wanderings (Nu 20:8-11; Ps 78:15-16). It also spoke prophetically of the coming days of 
Messiah (cf. Zec 14:8, 16-19)” (E. A. Blum, BKC, 2:301). Is 44:3 3 …I will pour water on the thirsty land, and 
streams on the dry ground. I will pour my Spirit upon your seed and my blessing on your seed. Jn 4:10 10 Jesus 
answered [the Samaritan woman], If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, Give me a 
drink, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water. Jn 4:14 14 …Whoever drinks of 
the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life. Jn 6:35 35 Jesus said to [the crowd], I am the bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.

 See Spirit Baptism and Identity in Jesus.35

 See Holy Spirit and Jesus’ Ascension. Jesus referred to the baptising, sealing, and indwelling work of the 36

Spirit in the Church age, which would begin on the day of Pentecost (Ac 1:5, 8) (E. A. Blum, BKC, 2:302). Jn 
16:7 7 …It is to your advantage that I [Jesus] go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. 
But if I go, I will send him to you [disciples].

 Dt 18:18-19 18 I [Yahweh] will raise up for [Israel] a prophet like you [Moses] from among their brothers. 37

And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19 And whoever will 
not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.

 Jn 1:20-21 20 [John the Baptist] confessed and did not deny, but confessed, I am not the Messiah. 21 And 38

they asked him, What then? Are you Elijah? He said, I am not. Are you the Prophet? And he answered, No.
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Is the Messiah to come from Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Messiah 
comes from the seed (σπέρµα) of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where 
David was?  39

43 So there was a division (σχίσµα)  among the people over him. 44 Some of them wanted 40

to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.  41

Jewish Leaders Divide over Jesus 

45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, Why did you 
not bring him? 46 The officers answered, No one ever spoke like this man!  47 The 42

Pharisees answered them, 

Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any of the authorities (ἄρχων) or the Pharisees 
believed in (ἐπίστευσεν εἰς) him?  49 But this crowd (ὄχλος) that does not know the 43

Torah is accursed (ἐπάρατος).  44

50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to them, 51 Does 
our Torah judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does? 52 They 
replied, Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.  53 45

They went each to his own house,  8:1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  46 47

 Mic 5:2 2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall 39

come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Mt 2:1 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king…. Mt 2:5 5 [The Jewish 
leaders] told [Herod], In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet…. Lk 2:4 4 …Joseph also went 
up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 
he was of the house and lineage of David….

 “[T]he condition of being divided because of conflicting aims or objectives, division, dissension, 40

schism” (BDAG, 981). Jn 9:16 16 Some of the Pharisees said, This man is not from God, for he does not keep 
the Sabbath. But others said, How can a man who is a sinner do such signs? And there was a division (σχίσµα) 
among them. Jn 10:19 19 There was again a division (σχίσµα) among the Jews because of these words.

 No one can lay hands on Jesus until the hour of his arrest, suffering, death, and resurrection has come. It must 41

happen at the next Passover.

 Mt 7:28-29 28 …When Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he 42

was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.

 Jn 12:42 42 …Many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess 43

it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue.

 “[T]o being pronounced outside the realm of the sacred, with implication of being under divine 44

condemnation, accursed” (BDAG, 359). Cultural elites often curse the “stupid” mob who won’t follow their 
agenda. In the West today, it is the “scientifically-minded” elites that always think they know better than the 
crowd, with their cursed common sense.

 The Jewish leaders are attempting to shame Nicodemus into conformity with their viewpoint. Jewish culture 45

is a strong honour-shame culture.

 The Feast of Booths is completed.46

 Throughout his ministry, Jesus never sleeps in Jerusalem. He always exits to the Mount of Olives.47
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Discussion Questions | PUP John Part 2, Lesson One 

1. Discipleship. 
a. How does inductive Bible study contribute to multiplying disciple-makers? 
b. How can we get more believers involved in inductive Bible study? 

2. John at a Glance. 
a. Book theme? 
b. Purpose? 
c. Author? 
d. Historical context? 

3. John 1-6. 
a. Chapter themes? 
b. Any new insights from reading John 1-6? 

4. Read John 7. 

5. John 7. 
a. Chapter theme? 
b. What stood out? 
c. Repeated words? 
d. Any difficult interpretive questions? 
e. What’s the atmosphere/mood? 

6. John 7:1-9. 
a. Paragraph theme? 
b. How many times are the words “kill” and “arrest” found in ch. 7? 
c. What is the Feast of Booths? 
d. How close are we to Jesus’ arrest, death, resurrection, and ascension? 
e. What is the attitude of Jesus’ brothers to Jesus? 
f. How does Jesus respond? 
g. Any application for us? 

7. John 7:10-13. 
a. Paragraph theme? 
b. Did Jesus lie to his brothers? 
c. How many times do we see the word “muttering” in this chapter? 
d. How does the content of the muttering compare to what people say of Jesus today? 

8. John 7:14-24. 
a. Paragraph theme? 
b. Do you think the Jewish leaders were caught off guard when Jesus began teaching 

about the middle of the feast? 
c. What is the origin of Jesus’ teaching? 
d. Who is able to recognise the origin of Jesus’ teaching? 
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e. What argument does Jesus make about the Sabbath? 
f. Any application for us? 

9. John 7:25-31. 
a. Paragraph theme? 
b. What is Jesus’ origin? 

10. John 7:32-36. 
a. Paragraph theme? 
b. What is Jesus’ destination? 
c. Is there anything ironic about v. 35? 

11. John 7:37-39. 
a. Paragraph theme? 
b. How do Jn 4:10, 14; 6:35 compare? 
c. What do we learn about the Spirit? 

12. John 7:40-44. 
a. Paragraph theme? 
b. Is there a division over Jesus in our own day? 
c. What types of things do people say about Jesus today? 
d. How should we respond? 

13. John 7:45-52. 
a. Paragraph theme? 
b. What division do we see even among the Jewish leaders? 
c. In John, how important is Jesus’ message/teaching/words? 

14. Application. 
a. What principles can we apply to our lives? 
b. Given most Kiwis, including Kiwi Christians, are conflict averse, how do we go about 

communicating the gospel of Jesus in New Zealand? Are we to always avoid conflict? 
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Biblical Worldview 

1. Jesus divides. Let him. 
a. Jesus’ disciples divided over him. 

(1) Jn 6:64 64 …There are some of you [disciples] who do not believe. (For Jesus 
knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was 
who would betray him.) 

b. Jesus’ brothers did not believe in him. 
(1) Jn 7:5 5 …Not even [Jesus’] brothers believed in him. 

c. The Jewish people divided over Jesus. 
(1) Jn 7:12-13 12 …There was much muttering about [Jesus] among the people. 

While some said, He is a good man, others said, No, he is leading the people 
astray. 13 Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him. 

(2) Jn 7:25-27 25 Some of the people of Jerusalem…said, Is not this the man whom 
they seek to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! 
Can it be that the authorities really know that this is the Messiah? 27 But we know 
where this man comes from, and when the Messiah appears, no one will know 
where he comes from. 

(3) Jn 7:31 31 …Many of the people believed in [Jesus]. They said, When the 
Messiah appears, will he do more signs than this man has done? 

(4) Jn 7:40-44 40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, This really 
is the Prophet. 41 Others said, This is the Messiah. But some said, Is the Messiah 
to come from Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Messiah comes from 
the seed of David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was? 43 
So there was a division among the people over him. 44 Some of them wanted to 
arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 

d. The Jewish leaders divided over Jesus. 
(1) Jn 7:1 1 [Jesus] would not go about in Judea, because the Jews were seeking to 

kill him. 
(2) Jn 7:15 15 The Jews therefore marvelled saying, How is it that this man has 

learning, when he has never studied? 
(3) Jn 7:32 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about [Jesus], 

and the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 
(4) Jn 7:45–48 45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees who said 

to them, Why did you not bring him? 46 The officers answered, No one ever 
spoke like this man! 47 The Pharisees answered them, Have you also been 
deceived? 48 Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? 

(5) Jn 7:50-52 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of 
them, said to them, 51 Does our Torah judge a man without first giving him a 
hearing and learning what he does? 52 They replied, Are you from Galilee too? 
Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee. 

e. Principles. 
(1) Jesus is and must be a polarising figure. 
(2) Polarisation is necessary because of the antithesis. See The Antithesis. 
(3) Jesus’ goal isn’t for everyone to “get along nicely.” 
(4) Faith in Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of God is a black and white issue. 
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(5) Our message must have some bite to it. It must be sharp. It must demand decision. 

2. Expect severe opposition from cultural elites when you speak boldly about Jesus. 
a. In this chapter, kill is found four times, arrest three times, and hate twice. 

(1) Jn 7:1 1 [Jesus] would not go about in Judea, because the Jews were seeking to 
kill him. 

(2) Jn 7:7 7 The world cannot hate you [Jesus’ brothers], but it hates me [Jesus] 
because I testify about it that its works are evil. 

(3) Jn 7:19-20 19 Why do you seek to kill me [Jesus]? 20 The crowd answered, You 
have a demon! Who is seeking to kill you? 

(4) Jn 7:25 25 Some of the people of Jerusalem…said, Is not this the man whom [the 
Jewish leaders] seek to kill? 

(5) Jn 7:30 30 …[The Jewish leaders] were seeking to arrest [Jesus], but no one laid 
a hand on him, because his hour had not yet come. 

(6) Jn 7:32 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about [Jesus], 
and the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 

(7) Jn 7:44 44 Some of [people in Jerusalem] wanted to arrest [Jesus], but no one laid 
hands on him. 

b. Principles. 
(1) Jesus is always a threat to cultural elites and their privileges. 
(2) A major reason cultural elites hate Jesus is because he breaks their grip of control 

over common people. 
(3) Cultural elites enjoy their privileges and don’t want their authority or worldview 

questioned. 
(4) Cultural elites use fear tactics to keep people from speaking openly about Jesus 

(a) Jn 7:13 13 Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of [Jesus]. 
(5) Political correctness is a major fear tactic today. 

(a) In New Zealand, cultural elites have been very successful in muzzling 
Christians. 

3. Don’t hang out with doubters, even if they are your own family. 
a. Jn 7:8 8 You [Jesus’ brothers] go up to the feast. I [Jesus] am not going up to this 

feast, for my time has not yet fully come. 

4. Our job is to get unbelievers and seekers “muttering” about Jesus. 
a. Twice we see the verb “mutter” in this chapter. 

(1) Jn 7:12 12 …There was much muttering about [Jesus] among the people. While 
some said, He is a good man, others said, No, he is leading the people astray. 

(2) Jn 7:32 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about [Jesus], 
and the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 

b. To “mutter” means: “[U]tterance made in a low tone of voice (the context indicates 
whether the utterance is one of discontent or satisfaction), behind-the-scenes talk.—
Negative aspect: complaint, displeasure, expressed in murmuring…” (BDAG, 204). 

c. John 6-7 may be called the “muttering” chapters (Jn 6:41, 43, 61; 7:12, 32). 
d. The content of the muttering then was: 

(1) “He’s a good man” (v. 12). 

www.firmfoundation.org.nz | mail@firmfoundation.org.nz | 027 557 9314 
Conversational Evangelism | Inductive Bible Study | Expository Bible Teaching | Biblical Worldview Training



Jeff Coleman 
Updated May 20 

 of 10 12

(2) “He leads people astray” (v. 12). 
(3) “Is he the Messiah?” (vv. 26, 41). 
(4) “What about the signs he has done?” (v. 31). 
(5) “Is he the Prophet?” (v. 40). 
(6) “Is he the seed of David?" (v. 42). 

e. The content of the muttering today is: 
(1) “He’s a good example.” 
(2) “He didn’t really exist.” 
(3) “He never claimed to be God. His followers made up stories about him.” 
(4) “He’s a good moral teacher.” 
(5) “He didn’t really do any miracles.” 

f. Principles. 
(1) Abundant seed sowing should lead to lots of muttering about Jesus, which is a 

good thing. 
(2) When people are muttering about Jesus, it means they are thinking about him and 

making an inner decision about him. 
(a) See Order of Salvation. 

(3) What are some ways we can get more Dunedinites to “mutter” about Jesus? 
(a) Billboard, car logos, yard signs, T-shirts. 
(b) Street preaching. 
(c) Door to door evangelism. 
(d) Octagon prayer table. 

5. Don’t be afraid to leave people a bit puzzled. 
a. Jn 7:15 15 The Jews…marvelled saying, How is it that this man has learning, when 

he has never studied? 
b. Jn 7:25-27 25 Some of the people of Jerusalem…said, Is not this the man whom they 

seek to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it 
be that the authorities really know that this is the Messiah? 27 But we know where 
this man comes from, and when the Christ appears, no one will know where he comes 
from. 

c. Jn 7:35-36 35 The Jews said to one another, Where does this man intend to go that we 
will not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach 
the Greeks? 36 What does he mean by saying, You will seek me and you will not find 
me, and, Where I am you cannot come? 

d. Jn 7:41-42 41 …Some said, Is the Messiah to come from Galilee? 42 Has not the 
Scripture said that the Messiah comes from the offspring of David, and comes from 
Bethlehem, the village where David was? 

e. Principle. 
(1) When people speak at a physical level, we speak at a spiritual level. 
(2) We don’t have to answer every question people are asking. 
(3) Put a “stone in the shoe” of your opponent. 
(4) Remember the Father draws and the Spirit convicts and illumines. Let them do 

their work, while you do yours. Cooperate with them! 
(5) See Order of Salvation. 
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6. Assert Jesus’ heavenly origin and destination. 
a. The heavenly origin of Jesus’ teaching. 

(1) Jn 7:16-18 16 …Jesus answered [the Jewish leaders], My teaching is not mine, 
but his who sent me.  17 If anyone’s desire is to do God’s desire, he will know 48

whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority. 
18 The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory. But the one who 
seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood.  49

b. Jesus’ heavenly origin. 
(1) Jn 7:28-29 28 …Jesus proclaimed as he taught in the temple, You know me, and 

you know where I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who 
sent me is true, and him you do not know. 29 I know him, for I come from him, 
and he sent me. 

c. Jesus’ heavenly destination. 
(1) Jn 7:33-34 33 Jesus…said, I will be with you a little longer, and then I am going 

to him who sent me. 34 You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I am 
you cannot come. 

7. Point out the inconsistencies of your opponent’s position. 
a. Jn 7:23-24 23 If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the Torah of 

Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a 
man’s whole body well? 24 Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right 
judgment. 

8. Be brave. No one can lay hands on us until our hour has come. 
a. Jn 7:25-26 25 Some of the people of Jerusalem…said, Is not this the man [Jesus] 

whom [the Jewish leaders] seek to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they 
say nothing to him! Can it be that the authorities really know that this is the Messiah? 

b. Jn 7:30 30 …[The Jewish leaders] were seeking to arrest [Jesus], but no one laid a 
hand on him, because his hour had not yet come. 

c. Jn 7:44-46 44 Some of [the people] wanted to arrest [Jesus], but no one laid hands on 
him. 45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, 
Why did you not bring him? 46 The officers answered, No one ever spoke like this 
man! 

9. Jesus offers ever-flowing rivers of living water to all who come to him. 
a. Jn 7:37-38 37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, 

If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water. 

b. Jesus has provided abundant living water in the past. 
(1) Ps 78:15-16 15 [God] split rocks in the wilderness and gave [Israel] drink 

abundantly as from the deep. 16 He made streams come out of the rock and 
caused waters to flow down like rivers. 

c. Jesus will provide abundant living water in the future. 

 Jn 12:49-50; 14:11, 24.48

 See God’s Truthfulness.49
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(1) Zec 14:8 8 On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them 
to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea. It shall continue in summer 
as in winter. 

d. Jesus’ living water brings abundant life. 
(1) Eze 47:1-10 1 Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and behold, 

water was issuing from below the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the 
temple faced east). The water was flowing down from below the south end of the 
threshold of the temple, south of the altar. 2 Then he brought me out by way of the 
north gate and led me around on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the 
east. And behold, the water was trickling out on the south side. 3 Going on 
eastward with a measuring line in his hand, the man measured a thousand cubits, 
and then led me through the water, and it was ankle-deep. 4 Again he measured a 
thousand, and led me through the water, and it was knee-deep. Again he measured 
a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was waist-deep. 5 Again he 
measured a thousand, and it was a river that I could not pass through, for the water 
had risen. It was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be passed through. 
6 And he said to me, Son of man, have you seen this? Then he led me back to the 
bank of the river. 7 As I went back, I saw on the bank of the river very many trees 
on the one side and on the other. 8 And he said to me, This water flows toward the 
eastern region, goes down into the Arabah, and enters the sea. When the water 
flows into the sea, the water will become fresh. 9 And wherever the river goes, 
every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For 
this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh. So everything 
will live where the river goes. 10 Fishermen will stand beside the sea. From 
Engedi to Eneglaim it will be a place for the spreading of nets. Its fish will be of 
very many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea.
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