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JESUS 

1. Christianity is Jesus Christ. 
a. “From Genesis to Revelation Jesus Christ is the most important theme of the Bible 

and almost every page is related in some way to either His person or work. 
Christianity is Jesus Christ.”  1

b. Christology is central Christian theology. 
(1) “In approaching a study of Christology, one is…concerned with central rather 

than peripheral theological matters. One’s faith in and understanding of Jesus 
Christ involve the most important theological issues anyone can face.”  2

c. Our faith rises or falls based on what we believe about Jesus. If he is not who the 
apostles claimed him to be, we must throw in the towel right now. Our faith is in vain. 
Everything depends on who Jesus is and what he did. If Jesus did not exist, our faith 
is a complete sham. If the gospels are not factual eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ life, if 
Jesus didn’t die on a cross outside Jerusalem in literal space-time history, if he didn’t 
rise from the dead, bodily, three days later, 2000 years ago—all is lost. We must 
examine Jesus and what both the Old and New Testaments says about him. And if we 
believe what the Bible says about Jesus, our doctrine, our theology, about Jesus must 
then be totally correct. We must rightly articulate who he was. To be a spiritually 
mature Christian, we must devote much time to the study of the person and work of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

d. We are not to be captivated by Christless Christianity. 

2. We are to believe what the Bible says about Jesus. 
a. A high view of Scripture always leads to a high view of Jesus. 
b. “[A]ny Christological system can be no better than the view of Scripture on which it 

rests. Orthodoxy historically has assumed the accuracy, authority and the inerrancy of 
the Scripture record. Hence, the search for the historical Jesus as well as the 
theological facts concerning Him are determined under this point of view by what the 
Scriptures actually teach. It is significant that aside from a few cults, whose teachings 
are quite contradictory, students of Christology who have accepted the Bible as the 
inerrant and authoritative Word of God have invariably also accepted the deity of 
Jesus Christ and the historical accuracy of His virgin birth, sinless life, substitutionary 
death and bodily resurrection. Variations on these major aspects of Christology almost 
always stem from a denial in some form of the accuracy and authority of the 
Scriptures.”  3

c. “Historically, the view of Scripture assumed by any interpreter is almost 
determinative, and those who assume the infallibility and verbal inerrancy of the 
Bible, generally speaking, support the orthodox view of Christ. Important in basic 
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principle is the dictum that the Bible is factual and propositional in its presentation of 
truth.”  4

d. The Bible is the only source of information we have of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
written Word of God and the living Word of God are inseparable. Destroy one and 
you destroy both.  Attack one, and you attack the other. One cannot know the living 
Word of God without knowing the written Word of God. Neither can one know the 
written Word of God without knowing the living Word of God.  5

e. We are not to allow progressive theologians to divert us away from what the Bible 
teaches about Jesus. 
(1) “Contemporary Christology has in many respects confused rather than clarified 

the extended revelation of the Word of God. It is, therefore, more important to 
discover what Paul or John says about Jesus Christ than to follow the latest 
learned theological pronouncement. When the Word of God has spoken clearly 
and plainly, the unbelief of men, the reasonings of the natural mind and the 
wisdom of the world can be safely disregarded.”  6

f. There is no difference between the historical Jesus and the biblical Jesus. 
(1) In other words, the gospels are accurate eyewitness accounts of what Jesus 

actually did in space-time history. They are not historical novels. They are the 
evangelists’ theological-historical testimony. Never allow a wedge to be driven 
between the “Jesus event” and the “Christ principle.” 

g. We are not “penetrate” behind the evangelists’ “skewed” representation of Jesus. 
(1) “‘We must distinguish between the words of the Gospel writers and the words of 

Jesus. The evangelists’ love for Jesus—intentionally or not—has skewed their 
representation of him, and we must now penetrate behind them to discover the 
real Jesus of history.’ The result of the universal application of this procedure 
would be the writing of all history backwards—a series of portraits that represent 
every historical character as the exact contrast to what each was thought to be by 
all who knew him. This is the ‘apotheosis of topsytervydom.’ There is no 
naturalistic Christ to be found anywhere but in the assertions of the critics 
themselves. The method is purely subjective.”  7

h. Jesus doesn’t need to be “saved” from the apostles or Bible-believing Christians. 
(1) “People would rather be perceived as cool than good; it is a postmodern virtue…. 

Surprisingly, or not so perhaps, Jesus remains cool. It’s just his official earthly 
representation—the church—that has been deemed ‘uncool.’ …The perception 
that in spite of any ‘religious affiliations’ Jesus remains cool and is a subject of 
interest in the postmodern matrix extends to a continuing number of publications, 
books, and magazines devoted to wresting Jesus away from the authority and 
confines of the Christian church…. This is theology with a larger populist 
intention, the ultimate goal being the ‘saving’ of Jesus, to quote a recent title. 
Saving Jesus from what exactly? The stultifying, smothering confines of the 
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church, and particularly the fundamentalists or conservatives, who, the consensus 
seems to say, have done Jesus a grave injustice by making him out to be just like 
them—uptight, overly religious in the pejorative sense, lacking a sense of humor, 
and disconnected from the way things really are.”  8

3. We are to look for Jesus on every page of Scripture. 
a. On every page of Scripture is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the object and end of all 

Scripture. Every incident recorded in Scripture directly or indirectly reveals him. One 
has never found the true interpretation of any biblical passage until one has found a 
reference to him. He is sometimes clear and unmistakable, sometimes faint and dim, 
but he is there. He is the theme and subject of every part of Scripture. He asserted the 
Bible was the revelation of himself. The Bible is an inspired album of divine 
snapshots of him. It is a progressive revelation of him. At first we see him but faintly 
in the distance, but as the Bible is built, book by book, it becomes more clear as each 
picture of him gives a more detailed picture of him. We recognize more details of his 
redemption. These close-ups are given to us by many spiritual photographers and 
artists, covering many hundreds of years, but there is perfect unity and purpose among 
them all. Each new author adds more details, until at last we have the composite 
picture of Christ, the Savior of the world.  9

b. The revelation of Christ is like a God-given beautifully colored mosaic, concentric 
circles, or a pyramid ascending to its apex. First is declared what must come to pass, 
then who will complete it. It passes from the general to the particular.  10

4. We need to know and understand the basic credal statements about Jesus. 
a. Paul: 

(1) Php 2:6-11 6 …Who, though he [Messiah] was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 
is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

(2) Col 1:15-20 15 [The Son] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 
19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 

 B. Taylor, Entertainment Theology, 153, quoted in Contending With Christianity’s Critics: Answering New 8

Atheists & Other Objectors, eds. P. Copan and W. L. Craig (Nashville: B & H Academic, 2009). 

 Paraphrase of M. R. De Haan, Portraits of Christ in Genesis.9

 E. Sauer, From Eternity to Eternity.10
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reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross. 

(3) 1 Ti 3:16 16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was 
manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed 
among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 

b. Chalcedonian Creed: 
(1) “[W]e confess one and the same Son, who is our Lord Jesus Christ, and we all 

agree in teaching that this very same Son is complete in his deity and complete—
the very same—in his humanity, truly God and truly a human being, this very 
same one being composed of rational soul and a body, co-essential with the Father 
as to his deity, and co-essential with us—the very same one—as to his humanity, 
being like us in every respect apart from sin.  As to his deity, he was born from the 
Father before the ages, but as to his humanity, the very same one was born in the 
last days from the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God…: one and the same Christ, 
Son, Lord, Only Begotten, acknowledged to be unconfusedly, unalterably, 
undividedly, inseparably in two natures, since the difference of the natures is not 
destroyed because of the union, but on the contrary, the character of each nature is 
preserved and comes together in one person and one hypostasis, not divided or 
torn into two persons but one and the same Son and only-begotten God, Logos, 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  11

c. Leo the Great: 
(1) “[H]e might at least have listened attentively to that general and uniform 

confession, whereby the whole body of the faithful confess that they believe in 
God the Father Almighty, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son1, our Lord, who was 
born of the Holy Spirit and2 the Virgin Mary. By which three statements the 
devices of almost all heretics are overthrown. For not only is God believed to be 
both Almighty and the Father, but the Son is shown to be co-eternal with Him, 
differing in nothing from the Father because He is God from God3, Almighty from 
Almighty, and being born from the Eternal one is co-eternal with Him; not later in 
point of time, not lower in power, not unlike in glory, not divided in essence: but 
at the same time the only begotten of the eternal Father was born eternal of the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary. And this nativity which took place in time took 
nothing from, and added nothing to that divine and eternal birth, but expended 
itself wholly on the restoration of man who had been deceived4: in order that he 
might both vanquish death and overthrow by his strength5, the Devil who 
possessed the power of death. For we should not now be able to overcome the 
author of sin and death unless He took our nature on Him and made it His own, 
whom neither sin could pollute nor death retain. Doubtless then, He was 
conceived of the Holy Spirit within the womb of His Virgin Mother, who brought 
Him forth without the loss of her virginity, even as she conceived Him without its 
loss.”  12

 “The Council of Chalcedon’s ‘Definition of Faith,’” in The Christological Controversy, ed. and trans. R. A. 11

Norris Jr. (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1980), 159.

 Leo the Great, “Letters,” in Leo the Great, Gregory the Great, eds. P. Schaff and H. Wace, trans. C. L.Feltoe, 12

A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series (New York: 
Christian Literature Company, 1895), 12a:38-39.
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d. Augsburg Confession: 
(1) “Of the Son of God. Also they teach that the Word, that is, the Son of God, did 

assume the human nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin Mary, so that there 
are two natures, the divine and the human, inseparably enjoined in one Person, 
one Christ, true God and true man, who was born of the Virgin Mary, truly 
suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, that He might reconcile the Father unto 
us, and be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also for all actual sins of men. 
He also descended into hell, and truly rose again the third day; afterward He 
ascended into heaven that He might sit on the right hand of the Father, and forever 
reign and have dominion over all creatures, and sanctify them that believe in Him, 
by sending the Holy Ghost into their hearts, to rule, comfort, and quicken them, 
and to defend them against the devil and the power of sin. The same Christ shall 
openly come again to judge the quick and the dead, etc., according to the 
Apostles’ Creed.”  13

e. Charles Hodge: 
(1) “The facts which the Bible teaches concerning the person of Christ are, first, that 

He was truly man, i.e., He had a perfect or complete human nature. Hence 
everything that can be predicated of man (that is, of man as man, and not of man 
as fallen) can be predicated of Christ. Secondly, He was truly God, or had a 
perfect divine nature. Hence everything that can be predicated of God can be 
predicated of Christ. Thirdly, He was one person. The same person, self, or Ego, 
who said, ‘I thirst,’ said, ‘Before Abraham was, I am.’ This is the whole doctrine 
of the incarnation as it lies in the Scriptures and in the faith of the Church.”  14

f. A. H. Strong: 
(1) “The Orthodox doctrine (promulgated at Chalcedon in 451) holds that in the one 

person Jesus Christ there are two natures, a human nature and a divine nature, 
each in its completeness and integrity, and that these two natures are organically 
and indissolubly united, yet so that no third nature is formed thereby. In brief, to 
use the antiquated dictum, orthodox doctrine forbids us either to divide the person 
or to confound the natures.”  15

g. “Four elements…enter into the orthodox doctrine concerning Christ: He is true God; 
he is true man; he is one person; and the divine and human in him, with all the 
personal union and harmony, remain distinct.”  16

h. “Jesus is undiminished deity and true humanity in one person forever.” 

5. Jesus is truly God. 
a. See Jesus’ Deity. 
b. Jesus’ deity is central to Christianity and the Christian worldview. 

(1) “Supernatural Christianity is the only historical Christianity. It is the 
desupernaturalized Jesus which is the mythical Jesus, who never had any 

 P. Melanchthon, The Augsburg Confession, Article III (1530).13

 C. Hodge, Systematic Theology (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, 1997), 2:380.14

 A. H. Strong, Systematic Theology (Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 1907), 673.15

 P. and D. S. Schaff, History of the Christian Church (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1910), 3:706.16
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existence. There never was a Christianity of which the deity of Christ was not a 
prime tenet.”  17

c. The crucial issue in theology is the deity of Jesus. 
(1) “Without question the crucial issue in biblical theology is the deity of Christ, and 

disregard or question of this central doctrine of the Bible leads to inevitable chaos 
in theology as a whole.”  18

d. Christians have never believed Jesus was anything other than God. 
(1) “The deity of Christ is the presupposition of every word of the New Testament. 

He is the supernatural Savior who entered supernaturally into this world to 
accomplish His supernatural work. The New Testament does not provide any data 
whatever that would support an inference that the Christian community ever held 
a different view.”  19

e. Jesus is not merely a great teacher, a courageous martyr, or a noble example. 
(1) “Liberal alternatives to the orthodox doctrine of the person of Christ fall into three 

categories as suggested by William A. Spurrier. Christ may be viewed simply as a 
great teacher, a great man entirely human but to be respected like other great men 
of history. Hence, Christ is not to be worshiped but to be followed. Scriptural 
stories about Him such as His resurrection, miracles and other evidences of 
supernatural power are denied as human inventions. A second view emphasizes 
the goodness of Christ who was sincere to the end and had the courage to die for 
His convictions. This view tends to minimize His greatness and makes Christ one 
of many good and sincere men. A third view sees Christ as an example or model 
of other men, who although human and not divine, set a new standard for nobility 
in man, and to some extent was ahead of His time in the evolutionary process. 
While the majority of mankind follows one or more of these liberal views of 
Christ, they stand in sharp contrast to the orthodox position that Christ is both God 
and Man and is in fact the incarnation of the eternal God.”  20

6. Jesus is truly man. 
a. See Jesus’ Humanity. 
b. Jesus is the greatest human being who has ever lived. Even from a non-Christian 

perspective, he has impacted world history more than any other single person, even 
though he grew up as the son of a Jewish carpenter in Nazareth. 

c. Jesus turned the pride of humanity upside down. That’s what makes him so 
astonishing. 
(1) “Because we children of Adam want to become great, He became small. Because 

we will not stoop, He humbled Himself. Because we want to rule, He came to 
serve.”  21

d. Jesus is a Jewish man. 

 B. B. Warfield.17

 J. Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our Lord.18

 B. B. Warfield.19

 J. Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our Lord.20

 J. Oswald Sanders, Spiritual Leadership.21
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e. Jesus was a historical person. 

7. Jesus is incredible in that he fulfills so many roles in a single life. 
a. See YouTube video from black pastor. 
b. He is: 

(1) God the Son. 
(2) God-man. 
(3) Son of God. 
(4) Son of Man. 
(5) Son of David. 
(6) Messiah. 
(7) Prophet. 
(8) Savior. 
(9) Priest. 
(10)King. 

c. “What makes Christ glorious is an admirable conjunction of diverse excellencies.”  22

8. In Jesus’ person and work lies the solution to all the problems of humanity. 
a. He is the hero of the biblical story. 
b. All history centers on the person and work of Jesus in his first and second comings. 
c. “Live in such a way that you are forgotten and Jesus is remembered.”  23

d. We are to live to “make him famous.” 

9. Jesus must be either a liar, a lunatic, or the Lord. 
a. “Those who heard Jesus were forced into a dilemma. Supposing Christ’s claims were 

false, how could they be accounted for? Was He a wicked man? A wild fanatic? A 
liar? Insane? None of these options explains the case. Grant that Jesus is God, and 
everything falls orderly into its place. Deny it, and you have a Jesus and a Christianity 
both equally unaccountable. If Christ were not God, we should have a very different 
Jesus and a very different Christianity. That is the reason modern unbelief bends all its 
energies in a vain effort to abolish the historical Jesus and to destroy historical 
Christianity. Its instinct is right: but its task is hopeless. A naturalistic Jesus could 
never have risen to the stature that this testimony bears of Him, particularly in such a 
brief time. It was Jesus’ supernaturalism that captured the attention of his 
contemporaries and gave rise to Christianity. Apart from His supernaturalism, it is 
impossible to explain its origin and advance.”  24

b. The character Jesus could not have been invented. 
(1) “A character so original, so complete, so uniformly consistent, so perfect, so 

human and yet so high above all human greatness, can be neither fraud nor fiction. 

 Jonathan Edwards.22

 Dickson Host.23

 B. B. Warfield.24
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The poet…would in this case be greater than the hero. It would take more than a 
Jesus to invent a Jesus.”  25

10. What we believe about Jesus’ person and work is crucial to our eternal destiny. 
a. Jesus’s person and work is the object of saving faith for the entire human race. Upon 

him depends on our eternal destiny in heaven or hell. We must make a decision. And 
we’re responsible for some degree of accuracy. So it behooves all of us to deal with 
the claims about Jesus in the Bible. 

b. John wrote his gospel for the purpose that we might believe rightly about Jesus. 
(1) Jn 20:30-31 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples 

that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life 
in his name.  

 Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1910), 109.25
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