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ISAIAH 48 | Listen, Jacob! 

Not in Truth or Righteousness 

1 Hear this, house of Jacob, who are called by the name of Israel and who came from the 
waters of Judah, who swear by the name of Yahweh and confess the God of Israel, but not in 
truth (ֱאֶמת) or righteousness (ְצָדָקה). 2 For they call themselves after the holy city and stay 
themselves on the God of Israel. Yahweh of hosts is his name. 

Former Things I Declared of Old 

3 The former things I declared of old. They went out from my mouth, and I announced them. 
Then suddenly I did them, and they came to pass. 4 Because I know that you are obstinate, 
and your neck is an iron sinew and your forehead brass, 5 I declared them to you from of old. 
Before they came to pass I announced them to you, lest you should say, My idol did them. 
My carved image and my metal image commanded them. 

New Things I Announce 

6 You have heard. Now see all this. And will you not declare it? From this time forth I 
announce to you new things, hidden things that you have not known. 7 They are created now, 
not long ago. Before today you have never heard of them, lest you should say, Behold, I knew 
them. 8 You have never heard. You have never known. From of old your ear has not been 
opened. For I knew that you would surely deal treacherously, and that from before birth you 
were called a rebel. 

Furnace of Affliction 

9 For my name’s sake I defer my anger. For the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I 
may not cut you off. 10 Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver. I have tried you in the 
furnace of affliction. 11 For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name 
be profaned? My glory I will not give to another. 

Listen to Me, Jacob! 

12 Listen to me, Jacob, and Israel whom I called! I am he (ֲאנִי־הּוא). I am the first, and I am 
the last. 13 My hand laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand spread out the 
heavens. When I call to them, they stand forth together. 

Cyrus Will Prosper 

14 Assemble, all of you, and listen! Who among them has declared these things? Yahweh 
loves (אהב) him [Cyrus]. He shall perform his purpose on Babylon, and his arm shall be 
against the Chaldeans. 15 I, even I, have spoken and called him [Cyrus]. I have brought him 
[Cyrus], and he will prosper in his way. 16 Draw near to me, hear this. From the beginning I 
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have not spoken in secret. From the time it came to be I have been there. And now Lord 
Yahweh (ֲאדָֹנ֧י יְהִו֛ה) has sent me [Messiah], and his Spirit.  1

If Israel Had Paid Attention 

17 Thus says Yahweh, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: I am Yahweh your God, who 
teaches you to profit, who leads you in the way you should go. 18 Oh that you had paid 
attention to my commandments! Then your shalom (ָׁשלֹום) would have been like a river, and 
your righteousness (ְצָדָקה) like the waves of the sea. 19 Your seed (ַרע  would have been like (זֶ֫
the sand, and your descendants like its grains. Their name would never be cut off or 
destroyed from before me. 

Go Out from Babylon! 

20 Go out from Babylon! Flee from Chaldea! Declare this with a shout of joy! Proclaim it! 
Send it out to the end of the earth! Say, Yahweh has redeemed (גאל)  his servant Jacob!  21 2 3

They did not thirst when he led them through the deserts. He made water flow for them from 
the rock. He split the rock and the water gushed out. 

No Shalom for the Wicked 

22 There is no shalom (ָׁשלֹום), says Yahweh, for the wicked (ָרָׁשע). 

 See Trinity.1

 See Redemption.2

 Israel is the redeemed servant. Jesus is the redeeming Servant. 3
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Commentary 

1. Isaiah 48. 

2. Not in Truth or Righteousness (Is 48:1-2). 
a. Is 48:1-2 1 Hear this, house of Jacob, who are called by the name of Israel and who 

came from the waters of Judah, who swear by the name of Yahweh and confess the 
God of Israel, but not in truth (ֱאֶמת) or righteousness (ְצָדָקה). 2 For they call 
themselves after the holy city and stay themselves on the God of Israel. Yahweh of 
hosts is his name. 

b. Israel swears by the name of Yahweh, but not in truth and righteousness (v. 1). 
c. They associate themselves with Jerusalem and Yahweh (v. 2), but their heart is not 

with Yahweh. 
(1) Mk 7:5-8 5 And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, Why do your disciples 

not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands? 6 And 
he said to them, Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, This 
people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 7 In vain do they 
worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men. 8 You leave the 
commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men. 

3. Former Things I Declared of Old (Is 48:3-5). 
a. Is 48:3-5 3 The former things I declared of old. They went out from my mouth, and I 

announced them. Then suddenly I did them, and they came to pass. 4 Because I know 
that you are obstinate, and your neck is an iron sinew and your forehead brass, 5 I 
declared them to you from of old. Before they came to pass I announced them to you, 
lest you should say, My idol did them. My carved image and my metal image 
commanded them. 

b. In the past, Yahweh announced to Israel ahead of time what he would do, and then he 
did it (v. 3). 

c. He did this to show obstinate Israel (v. 4) that he did these things, not their idols and 
images (v. 5). 

4. New Things I Announce (Is 48:6-8). 
a. Is 48:6-8 6 You have heard. Now see all this. And will you not declare it? From this 

time forth I announce to you new things, hidden things that you have not known. 7 
They are created now, not long ago. Before today you have never heard of them, lest 
you should say, Behold, I knew them. 8 You have never heard. You have never 
known. From of old your ear has not been opened. For I knew that you would surely 
deal treacherously, and that from before birth you were called a rebel. 

b. Now Yahweh announces new things to Israel, things he has never told them before (v. 
6-7). 

c. Up to now, Israel has not listened to Yahweh. She has rebelled since the beginning (v. 
8). 

5. For My Name’s Sake (Is 48:9-11). 
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a. Is 48:9-11 9 For my name’s sake I defer my anger. For the sake of my praise I restrain 
it for you, that I may not cut you off. 10 Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver. I 
have tried you in the furnace of affliction. 11 For my own sake, for my own sake, I do 
it, for how should my name be profaned? My glory I will not give to another. 

b. Yahweh has not angrily cut off Israel because of his name/reputation (v. 9). 
c. Instead he has refined Israel and tried her in the furnace of affliction (v. 10). 
d. He does this for the sake of his name. He won’t give his glory to another (v. 11). 

6. Listen to Me, Jacob! (Is 48:12-13). 
a. Is 48:12-13 12 Listen to me, Jacob, and Israel whom I called! I am he (ֲאנִי־הּוא). I am 

the first, and I am the last. 13 My hand laid the foundation of the earth, and my right 
hand spread out the heavens. When I call to them, they stand forth together. 

b. Yahweh urges Israel to listen to him because of who he is: 
(1) He is the I Am (v. 12a), the eternally self-existent one. 
(2) He is the first and the last (v. 12b). 
(3) His hand laid the foundation of the earth (v. 13a). 
(4) His right hand spread out the heavens (v. 13b). 
(5) The universe stands when he calls to it (v. 13c). 

7. Cyrus Will Prosper (Is 48:14-16). 
a. Is 48:14-16 14 Assemble, all of you, and listen! Who among them has declared these 

things? Yahweh loves (אהב) him [Cyrus]. He shall perform his purpose on Babylon, 
and his arm shall be against the Chaldeans. 15 I, even I, have spoken and called him 
[Cyrus]. I have brought him [Cyrus], and he will prosper in his way. 16 Draw near to 
me, hear this. From the beginning I have not spoken in secret. From the time it came 
to be I have been there. And now Lord Yahweh (ֲאדָֹנ֧י יְהִו֛ה) has sent me [Messiah] and 
his Spirit.  4

b. Yahweh declares, 150 years in advance, that he loves Cyrus ([]) and through him will 
perform his purpose on Babylon (v. 14). 

c. Yahweh calls Cyrus, and Cyrus will prosper (v. 15). 
d. Yahweh wants Israel to draw near and listen. He is not speaking in secret. He has 

always been there (v. 16a). 
e. Beyond Cyrus, Yahweh will send another Servant, Messiah, and his Spirit (v. 16b). 

8. If Israel Had Paid Attention (Is 48:17-19). 
a. Is 48:17-19 17 Thus says Yahweh, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: I am 

Yahweh your God, who teaches you to profit, who leads you in the way you should 
go. 18 Oh that you had paid attention to my commandments! Then your shalom 
 like the waves of (ְצָדָקה) would have been like a river, and your righteousness (ָׁשלֹום)
the sea. 19 Your seed (ַרע  would have been like the sand, and your descendants like (זֶ֫
its grains. Their name would never be cut off or destroyed from before me. 

b. Yahweh, Israel’s Redeemer and Holy One, teaches her to profit and leads her in the 
way she should go (v. 17). 
(1) See Guidance. 

 See Trinity.4
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c. Israel’s responsibility was to pay attention to Yahweh’s commandments (ִמְצוֺת)(v. 18a). 
d. The result would have been: 

(1) Abundant shalom and righteousness (v. 18b). 
(2) Descendants like the sand (v. 19a). 
(3) A name that would never be cut off or destroyed (v. 19b). 

9. Go Out from Babylon! (Is 48:20-21). 
a. Is 48:20-21 20 Go out from Babylon! Flee from Chaldea! Declare this with a shout of 

joy! Proclaim it! Send it out to the end of the earth! Say, Yahweh has redeemed (גאל)  5

his servant Jacob!  21 They did not thirst when he led them through the deserts. He 6

made water flow for them from the rock. He split the rock and the water gushed out. 
b. Israel is to: 

(1) Flee from Babylon (v. 20a). 
(2) Announce to all the nations that Yahweh has redeemed her (v. 20b). 

c. Israel did not thirst when Yahweh led her through the desert out of Egypt/Babylon 
because he made water flow from the rock (v. 20b). 
(1) Ex 17:6 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you 

shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink. And 
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

(2) Nu 20:11 11 And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, 
and water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock. 

(3) Is 43:19 19 Behold, I am doing a new thing. Now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 

(4) This rock was Messiah. 
(a) 1 Co 10:4 4 …And all drank the same spiritual drink. For they [Israel] drank 

from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Messiah. 

10. No Shalom for the Wicked (Is 48:22). 
a. Is 48:22 22 There is no shalom (ָׁשלֹום), says Yahweh, for the wicked (ָרָׁשע). 
b. There will be no shalom for the wicked (v. 22). 

(1) Is 57:21 21 There is no peace, says my God, for the wicked. 
(2) This verse closes the segment Isaiah 40-48. 

11. Application. 
a. Confess God in truth and righteousness (v. 1). 
b. Believe what God says about the future (v. 3). 
c. Pay attention to God’s commandments (v. 18). 
d. Proclaim God’s redemption (v. 20). 

 See Redemption.5

 Israel is the redeemed servant. Jesus is the redeeming Servant. 6
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