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ISAIAH 46 | Carried from the Womb 

Burdens on Weary Beasts 

1 Bel (ֵּבל) bows down. Nebo (נְבֹו) stoops. Their (ָעָצב) idols are on beasts and livestock. These 
things you carry (נְׂשּוָאה) are borne (עמס) as burdens (ַמָּׂשא) on weary beasts (ָעיֵף). 2 They stoop. 
They bow down together. They cannot save (מלט) the burden (ַמָּׂשא) but themselves go into 
captivity (ְׁשִבי). 

Israel Carried from the Womb 

3 Listen to me, house of Jacob, all the remnant (ְׁשֵאִרית) of the house of Israel, who have been 
borne (עמס) by me from before your birth, carried (נׂשא) from the womb. 4 Even to your old 
age I am he (ֲאִנ֣י ֔הּוא), and to gray hairs I will carry (סבל) you. I have made, and I will bear 
 .(מלט) and will save (סבל) I will carry .(נׂשא)

Idols Cannot Move, Answer, or Save 

5 To whom will you liken me, make me equal, and compare me, that we may be alike?  6 1

Those who lavish gold from the purse and weigh out silver in the scales hire a goldsmith, and 
he makes it into a god. Then they fall down and worship! 7 They lift (נׂשא) it to their 
shoulders. They carry (סבל) it. They set it in its place, and it stands there. It cannot move from 
its place. If one cries to it, it does not answer or save (יׁשע) him from his trouble (ָצָרה). 

God’s Counsel Stands 

8 Remember (זכר) this and stand firm (אׁשׁש). Recall (ׁשוב) it to mind (ֵלב), you transgressors. 9 
Remember (זכר) the former things of old. For I am God (ֵאל), and there is no other. I am God, 
and there is none like me, 10 declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times 
things not yet done, saying, My counsel (ֵעָצה) will stand, and I will accomplish all my 
purpose (ֶפץ יִט) calling a bird of prey 11 ,(ֵח֫  from the east, the man of my counsel [Cyrus] (ַע֫
 from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass. I have purposed, and I will (ֵעָצה)
do it. 

Righteousness Brought Near 

12 Listen (ׁשמע) to me, you stubborn (ַאִּביר) of heart (ֵלב), you who are far from righteousness 
 will (ְּתׁשּוָעה) It is not far off, and my salvation .(ְצָדָקה) I bring near my righteousness 13 .(ְצָדָקה)
not delay. I will put salvation (ְּתׁשּוָעה) in Zion, for Israel my glory (ֶרת  .(ִּתְפֶא֫

 See Creator-Creature Distinction.1
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Commentary 

1. Isaiah 46. 

2. Burdens on Weary Beasts (Is 46:1-2). 
a. Is 46:1-2 1 Bel (ֵּבל) bows down. Nebo (נְבֹו) stoops. Their (ָעָצב) idols are on beasts and 

livestock. These things you carry (נְׂשּוָאה) are borne (עמס) as burdens (ַמָּׂשא) on weary 
beasts (ָעיֵף). 2 They stoop. They bow down together. They cannot save (מלט) the 
burden (ַמָּׂשא) but themselves go into captivity (ְׁשִבי). 

b. Images of Bel and Nebo, Babylonian gods, instead of being bowed down to, are 
bowing down (vv. 1-2). 
(1) Bel (not to be confused with the Canaanite Baal), was another name for Marduk, 

god of the sun. Belteshazzar (Daniel) and Belshazzar were named after Bel. 
(a) Je 50:2 2 Declare among the nations and proclaim, set up a banner and 

proclaim, conceal it not, and say: Babylon is taken, Bel is put to shame, 
Merodach is dismayed. Her images are put to shame, her idols are dismayed. 

(2) Nebo, son of Marduk, was the god of learning, writing, and astronomy. 
Nebuchadnezzar was named after Nebo. 

(3) Large images of these gods were carried about on Babylon’s new year’s day 
festival.  2

c. They are being carried as burdens on weary beasts into exile (vv. 1-2). 

3. Israel Carried from the Womb (Is 46:3-4). 
a. Is 46:3-4 3 Listen (ׁשמע) to me, house of Jacob, all the remnant (ְׁשֵאִרית) of the house of 

Israel, who have been borne (עמס) by me from before your birth, carried (נׂשא) from 
the womb. 4 Even to your old age I am he (ֲאִנ֣י ֔הּוא), and to gray hairs I will carry (סבל) 
you. I have made, and I will bear (נׂשא). I will carry (סבל) and will save (מלט). 

b. By contrast, God has carried the remnant of Israel from before her birth (v. 3). 
c. God will will continue to carry/sustain the remnant of Israel, even to her “old age.” 

He will save  her (v. 4). 

4. Idols Cannot Move, Answer, or Save (Is 46:5-7). 
a. Is 46:5-7 5 To whom will you liken me, make me equal, and compare me, that we 

may be alike? 6 Those who lavish gold from the purse and weigh out silver in the 
scales hire a goldsmith, and he makes it into a god. Then they fall down and worship! 
7 They lift (נׂשא) it to their shoulders. They carry (סבל) it. They set it in its place, and it 
stands there. It cannot move from its place. If one cries to it, it does not answer or 
save (יׁשע) him from his trouble (ָצָרה). 

b. God cannot be compared with anyone or anything, especially Bel and Nebo (v. 5). 
c. Men make gods from gold and silver and then fall down and worship them (v. 6). 
d. Unlike God who carries Israel, these idol-makers have to carry their gods (v. 7). 
e. These gods cannot move, answer, or save from trouble (v. 7). They are incapable of 

action. 
(1) Several times Isaiah belittles idols (Is 40:18-20; 41:7; 44:9-20; 45:16, 20; 46:1-2). 

 John A. Martin, “Isaiah,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. 2

Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 1100–1101.
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5. God’s Counsel Stands (Is 46:8-11). 
a. Is 46:8-11 8 Remember (זכר, pl.) this and stand firm (אׁשׁש). Recall (ׁשוב) it to mind 

 ,(ֵאל) the former things of old. For I am God (זכר) you transgressors. 9 Remember ,(ֵלב)
and there is no other. I am God, and there is none like me, 10 declaring the end from 
the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, My counsel (ֵעָצה) 
will stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose (ֶפץ יִט) calling a bird of prey 11 ,(ֵח֫  (ַע֫
[Cyrus] from the east, the man of my counsel (ֵעָצה) from a far country. I have spoken, 
and I will bring it to pass. I have purposed, and I will do it. 

b. Sinful men, especially the Babylonians, are to remember God’s uniqueness and 
incomparability and stand firm (vv. 8-9). 

c. Unlike the idols, God is able to declare the end from the beginning (v. 10). 
d. God’s counsel and purpose will stand (vv. 10-11). 
e. God will call a bird of pray, Cyrus (v. 11) to rescue Israel. 

(1) Is 41:2 2 Who stirred up one from the east [Cyrus] whom victory meets at every 
step? He [Yahweh] gives up nations before him, so that he tramples kings 
underfoot. 

6. Righteousness Brought Near (Is 46:12-13). 
a. Is 46:12-13 12 Listen (ׁשמע) to me, you stubborn (ַאִּביר) of heart (ֵלב), you who are far 

from righteousness (ְצָדָקה). 13 I bring near my righteousness (ְצָדָקה). It is not far off, 
and my salvation (ְּתׁשּוָעה) will not delay. I will put salvation (ְּתׁשּוָעה) in Zion, for Israel 
my glory (ֶרת  .(ִּתְפֶא֫

b. Stubborn men who are far from righteousness, especially the Babylonians, are to 
listen to God (v. 12). 

c. God will bring his righteousness near, and his salvation will not delay (v. 13). 
d. God will put salvation in Zion, and Israel will be his glory (v. 13). 

(1) Is 44:23 23 For Yahweh has redeemed Jacob, and will be glorified in Israel. 
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