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ISAIAH 34 | Great Slaughter in Edom 

Nations Devoted to Destruction 

1 Draw near, nations, to hear, and give attention, peoples! Let the earth hear, and all that fills 
it. The world, and all that comes from it. 2 For Yahweh is enraged against all the nations and 
furious against all their host. He has devoted them to destruction (חרם),  has given them over 1

for slaughter. 3 Their slain shall be cast out, and the stench of their corpses shall rise. The 
mountains shall flow with their blood. 4 All the host of heaven shall rot away, and the skies 
roll up like a scroll. All their host shall fall, as leaves fall from the vine, like leaves falling 
from the fig tree.  2

Great Slaughter in Edom 

5 For my sword has drunk its fill in the heavens. Behold, it descends for judgment upon 
Edom, upon the people I have devoted to destruction.  6 Yahweh has a sword. It is sated with 3

blood. It is gorged with fat, with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of 
rams. For Yahweh has a sacrifice in Bozrah, a great slaughter in the land of Edom. 7 Wild 
oxen shall fall with them, and young steers with the mighty bulls. Their land shall drink its 
fill of blood, and their soil shall be gorged with fat. 

Day of Vengeance for Zion 

8 For Yahweh has a day of vengeance, a year of recompense for the cause of Zion.  9 And the 4

streams of Edom shall be turned into pitch, and her soil into sulphur. Her land shall become 
burning pitch. 10 Night and day it shall not be quenched. Its smoke shall go up forever.  5

From generation to generation it shall lie waste. None shall pass through it forever and ever. 

 Jos 6:21 21 Then they devoted all in the city to destruction, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, 1

and donkeys, with the edge of the sword.

 Ps 102:26 26 They will perish, but you will remain. They will all wear out like a garment. You will change 2

them like a robe, and they will pass away…. Joe 2:31 31 The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to 
blood, before the great and awesome day of Yahweh comes. Mt 24:29 29 Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days the sun will be darkened, the moon will not give its light, the stars will fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. Ac 2:20 20 …The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, 
before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. He 1:11 11 …They will perish, but you 
remain. They will all wear out like a garment…. Re 6:13-14 13 …And the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the 
fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 14 The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, 
and every mountain and island was removed from its place.

 Is 33:1 1 Ah, you destroyer, who yourself have not been destroyed, you traitor, whom none has betrayed! 3

When you have ceased to destroy, you will be destroyed. And when you have finished betraying, they will 
betray you.

 Ps 137:7 7 Remember, Yahweh, against the Edomites the day of Jerusalem, how they said, Lay it bare, lay it 4

bare, down to its foundations!

 Is 66:24 24 And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against me. For 5

their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh. Re 14:11 
11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these 
worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name. Re 19:3 3 Once more they 
cried out, Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.
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11 But the hawk and the porcupine shall possess it. The owl and the raven shall dwell in it. 
He shall stretch the line of confusion over it, and the plumb line of emptiness. 12 Its nobles—
there is no one there to call it a kingdom, and all its princes shall be nothing. 

Haunt of Jackals 

13 Thorns shall grow over its strongholds, nettles and thistles in its fortresses. It shall be the 
haunt of jackals, an abode for ostriches. 14 And wild animals shall meet with hyenas. The 
wild goat shall cry to his fellow. Indeed, there the night bird settles and finds for herself a 
resting place. 

Edom Wildlife Refuge 

15 There the owl nests, lays, hatches, and gathers her young in her shadow. Indeed, there the 
hawks are gathered, each one with her mate. 16 Seek and read from the scroll of Yahweh: Not 
one of these shall be missing. None shall be without her mate. For the mouth of Yahweh has 
commanded, and his Spirit (רּוַח) has gathered them. 17 He has cast the lot for them. His hand 
has portioned it out to them with the line. They shall possess it forever. From generation to 
generation they shall dwell in it. 
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Commentary 

1. Overview. 
a. Discussion of Assyria’s judgment (Is 30:27-33; 31:8-9; 33:1, 18-19) naturally leads to 

a discussion of God’s judgment on the whole world in the tribulation. God’s 
vengeance on the world will be followed by millennial blessing on his covenant 
people, Israel.  6

b. “ [Isaiah] Chapters 34-35 present a striking contrast between a productive land turned 
into a desert (ch. 34) and a desert turning into a garden (ch. 35). As such they bring to 
a close the collection of teachings concerning the nations and God’s sovereignty over 
them (chs. 13-35). When all is said and done, the prophet [Isaiah] says, the issues are 
clear and rather simple. Arrogant, self-important humanity cannot stand before God. 
In our attempts to be independent of him and to build the kingdom of Man on earth, 
we have sinned.… On the other hand, …those who choose to wait for God, to put 
themselves in his hands, though that be in a desert, will discover a highway which 
leads to a glory not their own. …To align oneself with the nations of the earth is to 
choose a desert; to trust in God is to choose a garden.”  7

c. The language is severe and harsh here because of the seriousness of sin.  8

2. Nations Devoted to Destruction (Is 34:1-4). 
a. Is 34:1-4 1 Draw near, nations, to hear, and give attention, peoples! Let the earth hear, 

and all that fills it. The world, and all that comes from it. 2 For Yahweh is enraged 
against all the nations and furious against all their host. He has devoted them to 
destruction (חרם), has given them over for slaughter. 3 Their slain shall be cast out, 
and the stench of their corpses shall rise. The mountains shall flow with their blood. 4 
All the host of heaven shall rot away, and the skies roll up like a scroll. All their host 
shall fall, as leaves fall from the vine, like leaves falling from the fig tree. 

b. God commands the nations to hear and know (v. 1) he is very angry (v. 2). 
c. In the tribulation, God will punish the nations, who are “devoted to destruction” (v. 

2). 
(1) Jos 6:21 21 Then they devoted all in the city to destruction, both men and women, 

young and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the edge of the sword. 
d. It will be a bloodbath (v. 3). 
e. Catastrophic events will take place in the sky 

(1) Ps 102:25-28 25 Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are 
the work of your hands. 26 They will perish, but you will remain. They will all 
wear out like a garment. You will change them like a robe, and they will pass 
away, 27 but you are the same, and your years have no end. 

 John A. Martin, “Isaiah,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. 6

Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 1084.

 John N. Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1–39, The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 7

(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1986), 606-607.

 John N. Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1–39, The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 8

(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1986), 608.
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(2) Mt 24:29 29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 
darkened, the moon will not give its light, the stars will fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

(3) Re 6:13-14 13 …And the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its 
winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 14 The sky vanished like a scroll that is being 
rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 

3. Great Slaughter in Edom (Is 34:5-7). 
a. Is 34:5-7 5 For my sword has drunk its fill in the heavens. Behold, it descends for 

judgment upon Edom, upon the people I have devoted to destruction. 6 Yahweh has a 
sword. It is sated with blood. It is gorged with fat, with the blood of lambs and goats, 
with the fat of the kidneys of rams. For Yahweh has a sacrifice in Bozrah, a great 
slaughter in the land of Edom. 7 Wild oxen shall fall with them, and young steers with 
the mighty bulls. Their land shall drink its fill of blood, and their soil shall be gorged 
with fat. 

b. God’s “sword” will destroy the demons in heaven (v. 5). 
c. It will also destroy Edom, which represents all wicked nations opposed to Israel (v. 5). 

(1) See Edom. 
d. The destruction of demons and Edom will be like a great animal sacrifice  (vv. 6-7). 

(1) “The language here is of sacrifice, reminding the reader   p 608  that unless 
someone provides a sacrifice for our sins, we must ourselves become that 
sacrifice.”  9

e. In the tribulation, Jesus will return at Bozrah to destroy the Antichrist and his armies 
(v. 6). 
(1) Is 63:1-6 1 Who is this who comes from Edom, in crimsoned garments from 

Bozrah, he who is splendid in his apparel, marching in the greatness of his 
strength? It is I, speaking in righteousness, mighty to save. 2 Why is your apparel 
red, and your garments like his who treads in the winepress? 3 I have trodden the 
winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with me. I trod them in my 
anger and trampled them in my wrath. Their lifeblood spattered on my garments, 
and stained all my apparel. 4 For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and 
my year of redemption had come [Is 34:8]. 5 I looked, but there was no one to 
help. I was appalled, but there was no one to uphold. So my own arm brought me 
salvation, and my wrath upheld me. 6 I trampled down the peoples in my anger. I 
made them drunk in my wrath, and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth. 
(a) Isaiah speaks more than once of the day of vengeance to take place at Bozrah. 

(2) Eze 35:1-9 1 The word of Yahweh came to me: 2 Son of man, set your face 
against Mount Seir, and prophesy against it, 3 and say to it, Thus says Lord 
Yahweh: Behold, I am against you, Mount Seir, and I will stretch out my hand 
against you, and I will make you a desolation and a waste. 4 I will lay your cities 
waste, and you shall become a desolation, and you shall know that I am Yahweh. 5 
Because you cherished perpetual enmity and gave over the people of Israel to the 
power of the sword at the time of their calamity, at the time of their final 
punishment, 6 therefore, as I live, declares Lord Yahweh, I will prepare you for 

 John N. Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1–39, The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 9

(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1986), 607–608.
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blood, and blood shall pursue you. Because you did not hate bloodshed, therefore 
blood shall pursue you. 7 I will make Mount Seir a waste and a desolation, and I 
will cut off from it all who come and go. 8 And I will fill its mountains with the 
slain. On your hills, in your valleys, and in all your ravines those slain with the 
sword shall fall. 9 I will make you a perpetual desolation, and your cities shall not 
be inhabited. Then you will know that I am Yahweh. 
(a) Seir is the “mountainous region southeast of the land of Canaan inhabited by 

the Edomites. Also called ‘Mount Seir,’ the region may have encompassed, not 
only the mountains east of the Arabah (the Rift Valley), but also those on the 
west side. …The eastern highlands, built mainly of red Nubian sandstone, rise 
up to over 5,000 feet above sea level and receive enough rainfall for some 
cultivation and animal husbandry. Perhaps the most important physical 
advantage of Seir in ancient times was its location, positioned to control the 
trade routes from Arabia and the Red Sea. The two centers of power in the 
land were Bozrah and Teman, both of which guarded important caravan 
routes.  10

(b) Edom will be filled with the slain and become a perpetual wasteland. 
(3) Re 19:14-21 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, 

were following [Jesus] on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword 
with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He 
will tread the winepress [Is 63:2-3] of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 
…19 And I saw the beast [Antichrist] and the kings of the earth with their armies 
gathered to make war against him [Jesus] who was sitting on the horse and against 
his army. 20 And the beast [Antichrist] was captured, and with it the false prophet 
who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had 
received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two 
were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulphur. 21 And the rest 
were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the 
horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh. 

 David A. Dorsey, “Seir,” ed. Mark Allan Powell, The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary (Revised and Updated) 10

(New York: HarperCollins, 2011), 931.
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4. Day of Vengeance for Zion (Is 34:8-12). 
a. Is 34:8-12 8 For Yahweh has a day of vengeance (נָָקם), a year of recompense (ים  (ִׁשּלּוִמ֖

for the cause of Zion. 9 And the streams of Edom shall be turned into pitch, and her 
soil into sulphur. Her land shall become burning pitch. 10 Night and day it shall not 
be quenched. Its smoke shall go up forever. From generation to generation it shall lie 
waste. None shall pass through it forever and ever. 11 But the hawk and the porcupine 
shall possess it. The owl and the raven shall dwell in it. He shall stretch the line of 
confusion (הּו ֹ֫ הּו) over it, and the plumb line of emptiness (ּת ֹ֫  Its nobles—there is 12 .(ּב
no one there to call it a kingdom, and all its princes shall be nothing. 

b. God has a day of vengeance in Edom for those nations who oppose Israel (v. 8). 
(1) Dt 32:35 35 Vengeance is mine, and recompense, for the time when their foot 

shall slip. For the day of their calamity is at hand, and their doom comes swiftly. 
(2) Is 61:1-2 1 The Spirit of the Lord Yahweh is upon me [Jesus], because Yahweh 

has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
those who are bound, 2 to proclaim the year of Yahweh’s favor and the day of 
vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn…. 

(3) Is 63:4 4 For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and my year of redemption 
had come. 

c. During the Messianic kingdom, Edom will be like Sodom and Gomorrah (vv. 9-10). 
(1) Ob 18 18 The house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and 

the house of Esau stubble. They shall burn them and consume them, and there 
shall be no survivor for the house of Esau, for Yahweh has spoken. 
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(2) Re 14:11 11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they 
have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and 
whoever receives the mark of its name. 

d. Edom will be like the formless, voidless earth in Ge 1:2. Only wild animals will go 
there (v. 11). 
(1) Ge 1:2 2 The earth was without form (הּו ֹ֫ הּו) and void (ּת ֹ֫  and darkness was over ,(ּב

the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters. 

e. The kingdom of Edom will never rise again (v. 12). 

5. Haunt of Jackals (Is 34:13-14). 
a. Is 34:13-14 13 Thorns shall grow over its strongholds, nettles and thistles in its 

fortresses. It shall be the haunt of jackals, an abode for ostriches. 14 And wild animals 
shall meet with hyenas. The wild goat shall cry to his fellow. Indeed, there the night 
bird settles and finds for herself a resting place. 

b. Edom will be a permanent wasteland, fit only for wild animals (vv. 13-14). 

6. Edom Wildlife Refuge (Is 34:15-17). 
a. Is 34:15-17 15 There the owl nests, lays, hatches, and gathers her young in her 

shadow. Indeed, there the hawks are gathered, each one with her mate. 16 Seek and 
read from the scroll of Yahweh: Not one of these shall be missing. None shall be 
without her mate. For the mouth of Yahweh has commanded, and his Spirit (רּוַח) has 
gathered them. 17 He has cast the lot for them. His hand has portioned it out to them 
with the line. They shall possess it forever. From generation to generation they shall 
dwell in it. 

b. The Holy Spirit (v. 16) will gather all sorts of wild animals to live in Edom forever (v. 
17). 

c. In the Messianic age, Edom will be a permanent reminder of God’s judgment (v. 17).
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