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ISAIAH 24 | Empty Earth 

Universal Judgment 

1 Behold, Yahweh will lay waste (בקק) the earth/land (ֶרץ  and make it desolate, and he will (ֶא֫
twist its surface and scatter its inhabitants. 2 And it shall be: 

As with the people, so with the priest. 
As with the slave, so with his master. 
As with the maid, so with her mistress. 
As with the buyer, so with the seller. 
As with the lender, so with the borrower. 
As with the creditor, so with the debtor. 

3 The earth/land will be utterly laid waste (בקק) and utterly plundered, for Yahweh has spoken 
this word (ָּדָבר). 

Few Men Are Left 

4 The earth/land mourns and withers. The world (ֵּתֵבל) languishes and withers. The socially 
elevated (ָמרֹום) people of the earth/land languish. 5 The earth/land lies defiled (חנף) under its 
inhabitants (יׁשב), for they have transgressed the laws, violated the statutes, broken the 
everlasting covenant (ית עֹוָלֽם .(ְּבִר֥  6 Therefore a curse (ָאָלה) devours the earth/land, and its 1

inhabitants suffer for their guilt. Therefore the inhabitants of the earth/land are scorched, and 
few men (ֱא֖נֹוׁש ִמזְָעֽר) are left. 7 The wine mourns, the vine languishes, all the merry-hearted 
sigh. 8 The mirth of the tambourines is stilled, the noise of the jubilant has ceased, the mirth 
of the lyre is stilled. 9 No more do they drink wine with singing. Strong drink is bitter to 
those who drink it. 10 The wasted city (ִקְריָה) is broken down. Every house is shut up so that 
none can enter. 11 There is an outcry in the streets for lack of wine. All joy (ִׂשְמָחה) has grown 
dark. The gladness of the earth/land is banished. 12 Desolation is left in the city (ִעיר). The 
gates are battered into ruins. 13 For thus it shall be in the midst of the earth/land among the 
nations (ים  as when an olive tree is beaten, as at the gleaning when the grape harvest is ,(ַעִּמ֑
done. 

Remnant Glorifies God 

14 They [the remnant of olives/grapes] lift up their voices. They sing for joy (רנן).  Over the 2

majesty (ָּגאֹון) of Yahweh they shout from the west. 15 Therefore in the east give glory to 
Yahweh. In the coastlands of the sea, give glory to the name of Yahweh, the God of Israel. 16 
From the ends of the earth/land (ֶרץ  .we hear songs of praise, of glory to the Righteous One (ֶא֫

 Is this the Adamic, Noahic, or Mosaic covenant?1

 Is 12:6 6 Shout and sing for joy (רנן), inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.2
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But I say: I waste away, I waste away. Woe is me! For the traitors have betrayed, with 
betrayal the traitors have betrayed.  3

No Place to Hide 

17 Terror (ַחד ַחת) the pit ,(ַּפ֫  are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth/land (ַּפח) and the snare ,(ַּפ֫
ֶרץ)  He who flees at the sound of the terror shall fall into the pit, and he who climbs out 18 !(ֶא֫
of the pit shall be caught in the snare. For the windows of heaven are opened, and the 
foundations (מֹוָסד)  of the earth/land tremble. 19 The earth/land is utterly broken. The earth/4

land is split apart. The earth/land is violently shaken. 20 The earth/land staggers like a 
drunken man. It sways like a hut. Its transgression/criminal actions/wrongdoing (ֶּפַׁשע) lies 
heavy upon it, and it falls and will not rise again. 

Preview of Revelation 19-22 

21 On that day Yahweh will punish (פקד) the host of heaven (א ַהָּמ֖רֹום  in heaven, and the (ְצָב֥
kings of the earth on the earth. 22 They will be gathered together  as prisoners in a pit (ּבֹור). 5

They will be shut up in a prison (ַמְסֵּגר), and after many days they will be punished (פקד). 23 
Then the moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed (בוׁש),  for Yahweh of hosts rules as 6

king (פקד) on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem,  and his glory will be before his elders. 7

 Is 33:1 1 Ah, you destroyer, who yourself have not been destroyed, you traitor, whom none has betrayed! 3

When you have ceased to destroy, you will be destroyed. And when you have finished betraying, they will 
betray you.

 Ps 82:5 5 They have neither knowledge nor understanding. They walk about in darkness. All the foundations 4

.of the earth are shaken (מֹוָסד)

 Mic 4:11-12 11 Now many nations are assembled against you saying, Let her be defiled, and let our eyes gaze 5

upon Zion. 12 But they do not know the thoughts of Yahweh. They do not understand his plan, that he has 
gathered them as sheaves to the threshing floor.

 Is 13:10 10 For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light. The sun will be dark at 6

its rising, and the moon will not shed its light.

 Ps 99:1-2 1 Yahweh reigns. Let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the cherubim. Let the earth 7

quake! 2 Yahweh is great in Zion. He is exalted over all the peoples. Mic 4:7 7 …And the lame I will make the 
remnant, and those who were cast off, a strong nation. And Yahweh will reign over them in Mount Zion from 
this time forth and forevermore.

www.firmfoundation.org.nz | mail@firmfoundation.org.nz | 027 557 9314 
Conversational Evangelism | Inductive Bible Study | Expository Bible Teaching | Biblical Worldview Training



Jeff Coleman 
Updated Oct 21 

 of 3 10

Discussion Questions 

1. Isaiah at a Glance. 
a. So far, what have we learned about: 

(1) God? 
(2) Israel? 
(3) Judah? 
(4) Assyria? 
(5) Babylon? 
(6) Judah’s neighbours? 
(7) Messiah? 

2. Isaiah 24:1-3. 
a. When does this paragraph take place? 
b. Who is the primary actor? 
c. What do we learn about the earth in this chapter? 
d. What are the implications for us? 

3. Isaiah 24:4-13. 
a. Why will God empty the earth? Is God’s response to man’s sin justified? 
b. What is the everlasting covenant (v. 5)? 
c. How does v. 6 relate to Genesis 3 and Romans 8? 
d. Will the earth be totally emptied? 

4. Isaiah 24:14-16. 
a. Who is singing in these verses? 
b. When do these verses take place? 
c. How does the joy in vv. 4-13 compare with the joy in vv. 14-16 
d. Who is the “we” of v. 16? 
e. Who is the “I” of v. 16? 

5. Isaiah 24:17-20. 
a. What is the main point of this paragraph? 
b. What will happen to the earth and its inhabitants? 
c. When does this happen? 

6. Isaiah 24:21-23. 
a. How do these verses relate to Revelation 19-20? 
b. Who is the host of heaven? 
c. Is there a difference between confinement and punishment in v. 22? 

7. Isaiah 25:1-5. 
a. Why will Isaiah exalt God? 
b. What is the city, and who are the ruthless? 
c. How is God described? 
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8. Isaiah 25:6-12. 
a. What mountain is Isaiah referring to? 
b. What is the covering cast over all people? 

9. Application. 
a. How do we apply these two chapters in our lives? 
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Commentary 

1. Overview 
a. Between chapters 23 and 24, there is a big shift. We are clearly in a new section. The 

ten oracles against the nations are completed. 
(1) Unlike Is 1-23, there are almost no historical allusions in Is 24-27. Assyria is no 

longer in view. 
b. Is 23 connects with Is 24-27 in the same way Re 18 connects with Re 19-22. The 

order of events is exactly the same. 
c. Is 13-23 is specific judgment on specific nations. Is 24-27 is general judgment on the 

whole earth. 
d. The “city” in Is 24-27 is the city of man, Babylon, as opposed to the city of God, 

Jerusalem. Of course, the city of God wins. 
e. The book of Revelation is summarised in Isaiah 24-27. 
f. These chapters are fundamental to understanding the biblical worldview. They answer 

the question we always ask in conversational evangelism: What does the future hold? 
What will ultimately happen to humanity? 

2. Universal Judgment (Is 24:1-3). 
a. Is 24:1-3 1 Behold, Yahweh will lay waste (בקק) the earth/land (ֶרץ  and make it (ֶא֫

desolate, and he will twist its surface and scatter its inhabitants. 2 And it shall be: As 
with the people, so with the priest. As with the slave, so with his master. As with the 
maid, so with her mistress. As with the buyer, so with the seller. As with the lender, so 
with the borrower. As with the creditor, so with the debtor. 3 The earth/land will be 
utterly laid waste (בקק) and utterly plundered, for Yahweh has spoken this word (ָּדָבר). 

b. The decision of Yahweh is to lay waste the earth and scatter its inhabitants (vv. 1, 3). 
c. The “inhabitants of the earth” are Revelation’s “earth-dwellers,” all unbelievers. At 

the end of the tribulation, God will empty the earth of all unbelievers (vv. 3, 6, 13). 
This will be done through the seven seals, the seven trumpets, the seven bowls, and 
Jesus’ second coming. 

d. The human scope of Yahweh’s coming judgment is all classes (v. 2). 
(1) All social and economic classes will receive God’s judgment equally. There will 

be no discrimination among the earth-dwellers (v. 2). All classes of humanity will 
be judged equally, fairly, and righteously. The rich and powerful won’t get any 
special favours because God is no respecter of persons. The elite won’t be able to 
escape through their power and wealth (v. 4). 

e. God has emptied the earth in the past, and he will do it again. 
(1) Ge 6:11-13 11 The earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with 

violence. 12 And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, I have determined to 
make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. 
Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 

(2) Ge 7:23 23 [God] blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the 
ground, man, animals, creeping things, and birds of the heavens. They were 
blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in 
the ark. 
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(3) God’s decision to empty the earth has already been made. It will happen (v. 3) 

3. Few Men Left (Is 24:4-13). 
a. Is 24:4-13 4 The earth/land mourns and withers. The world (ֵּתֵבל) languishes and 

withers. The socially elevated (ָמרֹום) people of the earth/land languish. 5 The earth/
land lies defiled (חנף) under its inhabitants (יׁשב), for they have transgressed the laws, 
violated the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant (ית עֹוָלֽם .(ְּבִר֥  6 Therefore a curse 8

 devours the earth/land, and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt. Therefore the (ָאָלה)
inhabitants of the earth/land are scorched, and few men (ֱא֖נֹוׁש ִמזְָעֽר) are left. 7 The 
wine mourns, the vine languishes, all the merry-hearted sigh. 8 The mirth of the 
tambourines is stilled, the noise of the jubilant has ceased, the mirth of the lyre is 
stilled. 9 No more do they drink wine with singing. Strong drink is bitter to those who 
drink it. 10 The wasted city (ִקְריָה) is broken down. Every house is shut up so that 
none can enter. 11 There is an outcry in the streets for lack of wine. All joy (ִׂשְמָחה) has 
grown dark. The gladness of the earth/land is banished. 12 Desolation is left in the 
city (ִעיר). The gates are battered into ruins. 13 For thus it shall be in the midst of the 
earth/land among the nations (ים  as when an olive tree is beaten, as at the gleaning ,(ַעִּמ֑
when the grape harvest is done. 

b. The reason God will judge the land is because it has become defiled and cursed (vv. 
5-6). 
(1) Man’s sin pollutes his spiritual, moral, and physical environment. 

(a) Ge 6:11 11 The earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with 
violence. 

(2) Creation groans because of man’s fall and ongoing failure of stewardship. 
(a) Ro 8:22 22 The whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 

childbirth until now. 
(b) The frustration of creation, while rooted in the fall, is also the result of the 

failure of human beings to live as the careful and loving stewards of the 
created world that God originally meant them to be.  9

c. The reason the earth has become defiled and cursed is because Israel has broken her 
convent with God, the Adamic convent (vv. 5-6). 
(1) Humanity has broken God’s covenant and defiled the earth. God created the 

universe and its creatures “very good,” but when man fell, a curse came upon the 
earth. 
(a) Ge 1:31 31 God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 

good. 
(b) Ge 3:17 17 To Adam [God] said, Because you have listened to the voice of 

your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, You shall not 
eat of it, cursed is the ground because of you. 

(2) The “covenant” in v. 5 refers to the pre-fall covenant between God and all 
humanity. 
(a) Hos 6:7 7 Like Adam [Israel] transgressed the covenant. There they dealt 

faithlessly with me. 

 Is this the Adamic, Noahic, or Mosaic covenant?8

 D. J. Moo, NICOT, 537-38.9
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(b) It is “the implicit covenant between Creator and creature, in which the Creator 
promises abundant life in return for the creature’s living according to the 
norms laid down at Creation.”  10

d. The result of God’s judgment is that few people will be left (vv. 6, 13) and joy will 
cease (vv. 4, 7-12). 
(1) Ro 9:27-28 27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: Though the number of the 

sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, 28 
for the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth fully and without delay. 

e. The world’s party atmosphere will stop (vv. 7-13). 

4. Remnant Glorifies God (Is 24:14-16). 
a. Is 24:14-16 14 They [the remnant of olives/grapes] lift up their voices. They sing for 

joy (רנן).  Over the majesty (ָּגאֹון) of Yahweh they shout from the west. 15 Therefore 11

in the east give glory to Yahweh. In the coastlands of the sea, give glory to the name 
of Yahweh, the God of Israel. 16 From the ends of the earth/land (ֶרץ  we hear songs (ֶא֫
of praise, of glory to the Righteous One. But I say: I waste away, I waste away. Woe is 
me! For the traitors have betrayed, with betrayal the traitors have betrayed.  12

b. A remnant of believers will survive the tribulation and enter the millennial kingdom 
(vv. 14-16). 
(1) At the rapture, being left behind is bad. At the end of the tribulation, being left 

behind is good. 
(a) Mt 24:37-41 37 As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39 
and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two men will be in the field. One 
will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill. One 
will be taken and one left. 

(2) Isaiah speaks over and over again of the Messianic age. 
(a) Is 2:2-4 2 It will come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house 

of Yahweh shall be established as the highest of the mountains and will be 
lifted up above the hills, and all the nations shall flow to it. 

c. Yahweh’s dealings with man are absolutely righteous (v. 16). 
(1) The cleansing of the earth is a righteous act by a righteous God. He must and will 

decisively act to destroy evil from the earth. The objective is clean people on a 
clean earth. This is God’s unconstrained vision. God’s righteousness is revealed in 
how he deals with sinful humanity. 

(2) Ro 1:16-17 16 I [Paul] am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 

 J. N. Oswalt, NICOT, 446.10

 Is 12:6 6 Shout and sing for joy (רנן), inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.11

 Is 33:1 1 Ah, you destroyer, who yourself have not been destroyed, you traitor, whom none has betrayed! 12

When you have ceased to destroy, you will be destroyed. And when you have finished betraying, they will 
betray you.
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For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, 
The righteous shall live by faith. 

d. Isaiah cannot join in the joy yet (v. 16), because of the events of his own day. 
(1) He’s like Daniel. 

(a) Da 7:28 28 As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly alarmed me, and my color 
changed, but I kept the matter in my heart. 

(b) Da 8:27 27 I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days. Then I rose 
and went about the king’s business, but I was appalled by the vision and did 
not understand it. 

5. No Place to Hide (Is 24:17-20). 
a. Is 24:17-20 17 Terror (ַחד ַחת) the pit ,(ַּפ֫  are upon you, O (ַּפח) and the snare ,(ַּפ֫

inhabitant of the earth/land (ֶרץ  He who flees at the sound of the terror shall fall 18 !(ֶא֫
into the pit, and he who climbs out of the pit shall be caught in the snare. For the 
windows of heaven are opened, and the foundations (מֹוָסד)  of the earth/land tremble. 13

19 The earth/land is utterly broken. The earth/land is split apart. The earth/land is 
violently shaken. 20 The earth/land staggers like a drunken man. It sways like a hut. 
Its transgression/criminal actions/wrongdoing (ֶּפַׁשע) lies heavy upon it, and it falls and 
will not rise again. 

b. No earth-dweller will be able to escape Yahweh’s judgment (vv. 17-18). 
c. The earth’s fall will be catastrophic (vv. 1, 4, 18-20). 

(1) Destruction will come from above and below (v. 18). The final punishment of the 
earth will involve a major disruption of the normal patterns of nature. The world 
as it is known today will come to an end. Creation will not ultimately “work” for 
those who exclude the Creator. 

(2) Earthquakes will characterise the tribulation. 
(a) Re 6:12-15 12 When [Jesus] opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there 

was a great earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon 
became like blood, 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree 
sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 14 The sky vanished like a scroll 
that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its 
place. 

(3) Again, this is like Noah’s flood, when the earth experienced catastrophic change. 
(a) Ge 7:11 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on 

the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great 
deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 

6. Preview of Revelation 19-22 (Is 24:21-23). 
a. Is 24:21-23 21 On that day Yahweh will punish (פקד) the host of heaven (א ַהָּמ֖רֹום  (ְצָב֥

in heaven, and the kings of the earth on the earth. 22 They will be gathered together  14

as prisoners in a pit (ּבֹור). They will be shut up in a prison (ַמְסֵּגר), and after many days 

 Ps 82:5 5 They have neither knowledge nor understanding. They walk about in darkness. All the foundations 13

.of the earth are shaken (מֹוָסד)

 Mic 4:11-12 11 Now many nations are assembled against you saying, Let her be defiled, and let our eyes gaze 14

upon Zion. 12 But they do not know the thoughts of Yahweh. They do not understand his plan, that he has 
gathered them as sheaves to the threshing floor.
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they will be punished (פקד). 23 Then the moon will be confounded and the sun 
ashamed (בוׁש),  for Yahweh of hosts rules as king (פקד) on Mount Zion and in 15

Jerusalem,  and his glory will be before his elders. 16

b. Isaiah 24-27 is called by some commentators “Isaiah's little apocalypse.” This is an 
apt title because in these chapters Isaiah previews what is written 800 years later by 
John in Revelation. The three verses cited above preview what we read about in more 
detail in Revelation 19-22, the last four chapters of the Bible. The fallen angels and 
kings of the earth are confined for a time (v. 22), then punished (vv. 21-22). God rules 
as king on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem (v. 23). And the brightness of the moon and 
sun are nothing compared to the glory of God (v. 23). There are also elders 
worshipping God (v. 23). 

c. In the end times, God will punish both fallen angels and unbelieving kings (v. 21). 
(1) In the tribulation, Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet will form an alliance 

with human kings against God and Israel. They will be defeated by Jesus at his 
second coming. 
(a) Re 19:11-20 11 I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one 

sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and 
makes war. …14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and 
pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp 
sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod 
of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the 
Almighty. …19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their 
armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and 
against his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet 
who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had 
received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. 

d. The Antichrist and False Prophet will be immediately thrown into the lake of fire. All 
others will be confined in Hades, awaiting final punishment (v. 22). The gap between 
confinement and punishment in v. 22 is the 1000-year millennial kingdom. 
(1) 2 Pe 2:4 4 If God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell 

and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the 
judgment…. 

(2) Re 20:1-6 1 I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the 
key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that 
ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3 
and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not 
deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. …6 Blessed 
and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second 
death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Messiah, and they will 
reign with him for a thousand years. 

 Is 13:10 10 For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light. The sun will be dark 15

at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light.

 Ps 99:1-2 1 Yahweh reigns. Let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the cherubim. Let the earth 16

quake! 2 Yahweh is great in Zion. He is exalted over all the peoples. Mic 4:7 7 …And the lame I will make the 
remnant, and those who were cast off, a strong nation. And Yahweh will reign over them in Mount Zion from 
this time forth and forevermore.
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e. After the Millennium and the Gog-Magog rebellion, Satan and unbelievers will be 
punished in the lake of fire (v. 22). 
(1) Re 20:14-15 14 Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 

second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in 
the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

f. After final judgment, a new age will begin (v. 23). 
(1) In the new heavens and earth, Yahweh’s glory will shame the sun and moon (v. 

23). 
(a) Is 60:19-20 19 The sun will be no more your light by day, nor for brightness 

will the moon give you light, but Yahweh will be your everlasting light, and 
your God will be your glory. 20 Your sun shall no more go down, nor your 
moon withdraw itself. For Yahweh will be your everlasting light, and your 
days of mourning shall be ended. 

(b) Re 21:23 23 The city [the new Jerusalem] has no need of sun or moon to shine 
on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 

(2) John saw the new Jerusalem about which Isaiah prophesied. 
(a) Re 21:2 2 I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
(b) Re 4:4 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the 

thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden 
crowns on their heads. 

7. Application. 
a. Realise the Bible tells one interconnected story. 

(1) What Isaiah said in 700 bc is repeated by John 800 years later. The Bible provides 
reliable, sufficient, and trustworthy information of what will happen in the future. 
God’s plan for history is the same in both the Old and New Testaments. 

b. Understand that God is totally sovereign over human history. He will win in the end. 
c. Believe that God will hold all humanity accountable. 

(1) Brace yourself for an era of catastrophic events that will bring death to millions, 
even billions.  17

d. Get the righteousness from God that depends on faith. 
(1) If we want to see the New Jerusalem, we must believe in Messiah Jesus. 
(2) Php 3:9 9 …And be found in [Jesus], not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Messiah, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith…. 

e. Warn your family members, friends, and acquaintances of the wrath to come.

 G. V. Smith, NAC, 418.17
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