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ISAIAH 19 | Egypt Struck then Healed 

1 An oracle concerning Egypt. 

Political Judgment 

Behold, Yahweh is riding on a swift cloud and comes to Egypt. And the idols of Egypt will 
tremble at his presence, and the heart of the Egyptians will melt within them. 

2 And I will stir up Egyptians against Egyptians, and they will fight, each against 
another and each against his neighbour, city against city, kingdom against kingdom. 3 
And the spirit of the Egyptians within them will be emptied out, and I will confound 
their counsel. And they will inquire of the idols and the sorcerers, and the mediums 
and the necromancers. 4 And I will give over the Egyptians into the hand of a hard 
master, and a fierce king will rule over them, declares the Lord Yahweh of hosts. 

Economic Judgment 

5 And the waters of the sea will be dried up, the river will be dry and parched, 6 its canals 
will become foul, and the branches of Egypt’s Nile will diminish and dry up. Reeds and 
rushes will rot away. 7 There will be bare places by the Nile, on the brink of the Nile, and all 
that is sown by the Nile will be parched, will be driven away, and will be no more. 8 The 
fishermen will mourn and lament, all who cast a hook in the Nile. And they will languish who 
spread nets on the water. 9 The workers in combed flax will be in despair, and the weavers of 
white cotton. 10 Those who are the pillars of the land will be crushed, and all who work for 
pay will be grieved. 

Academic Judgment 

11 The princes of Zoan are utterly foolish. The wisest counsellors of Pharaoh give stupid 
counsel. How can you say to Pharaoh, 

I am a son of the wise, a son of ancient kings? 

12 Where then are your wise men? Let them tell you that they might know what Yahweh of 
hosts has purposed against Egypt. 13 The princes of Zoan have become fools, and the princes 
of Memphis are deluded. Those who are the cornerstones of her tribes have made Egypt 
stagger. 14 Yahweh has mingled within her a spirit of confusion, and they will make Egypt 
stagger in all its deeds, as a drunken man staggers in his vomit. 15 And there will be nothing 
for Egypt that head or tail, palm branch or reed, may do. 
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Egypt in the End Times (Five “In that Day’s”) 

16 In that day the Egyptians will be like women and tremble with fear before the hand that 
Yahweh of hosts shakes over them. 17 And the land of Judah will become a terror to the 
Egyptians. Everyone to whom it is mentioned will fear because of the purpose that Yahweh of 
hosts has purposed against them.  

18 In that day there will be five cities in the land of Egypt that speak the language of Canaan 
and swear allegiance to Yahweh of hosts. One of these will be called the City of Destruction/
City of the Sun.  1

19 In that day there will be an altar to Yahweh in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar 
to Yahweh at its border. 20 It will be a sign and a witness to Yahweh of hosts in the land of 
Egypt. When they cry to Yahweh because of oppressors, he will send them a savior and 
defender, and deliver them. 21 And Yahweh will make himself known to the Egyptians, and 
the Egyptians will know Yahweh in that day and worship with sacrifice and offering, and they 
will make vows to Yahweh and perform them. 22 And Yahweh will strike Egypt, striking and 
healing, and they will return to Yahweh, and he will listen to their pleas for mercy and heal 
them.  2

23 In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and Assyria will come into 
Egypt, and Egypt into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians. 

24 In that day Israel will be the third with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the 
earth, 25 whom Yahweh of hosts has blessed saying, 

Blessed be Egypt my people, Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel my 
inheritance. 

 Dead Sea Scroll and some other manuscripts say City of the Sun.1

 Yahweh deals with each nation individually, just as a father deals individual with each of his children.2
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Commentary 

1. Overview. 
a. Is 19-20 are both about Egypt. Is 18 was about Egypt, too. But Is 19:1 separates 

chapters 18 and 19 from each other thematically. 
b. Assyria’s invasion of the entire region is the backdrop.  3

(1) As is evident from Is 30 and 31, the Judeans were tempted to rely on Egypt as 
Assyria’s threat loomed larger and larger.  4

c. Is 19:1-15 is a poem of three nearly equal strophes where God exposes the weakness 
of all that supposedly makes Egypt great: her politics (vv. 1-4), her economics (vv. 
5-10), and her academics (vv. 11-15). 

d. This is a tremendous chapter to teach on the subject of the biblical worldview. 

2. Egypt’s Political Judgment (Is 19:1-4). 
a. Is 19:1-4 1 An oracle concerning Egypt. Behold, Yahweh is riding on a swift cloud 

and comes to Egypt. And the idols of Egypt will tremble at his presence, and the heart 
of the Egyptians will melt within them. 2 And I will stir up Egyptians against 
Egyptians, and they will fight, each against another and each against his neighbour, 
city against city, kingdom against kingdom. 3 And the spirit of the Egyptians within 
them will be emptied out, and I will confound their counsel. And they will inquire of 
the idols and the sorcerers, and the mediums and the necromancers. 4 And I will give 
over the Egyptians into the hand of a hard master, and a fierce king will rule over 
them, declares the Lord Yahweh of hosts. 

b. This is a pronouncement (ַמָּׂשא) God makes through Isaiah to Egypt (v. 1). 
(1) The God of the Bible is one who makes pronouncements through his prophets. 

c. God’s riding on a swift cloud means he is taking judicial initiative (v. 1). 
(1) Dt 33:26 26 There is none like God, O Jeshurun, who rides through the heavens to 

your help, through the skies in his majesty. 
(2) God can move quickly though the heavens to execute his will by granting 

salvation or judgment. He does not stand immobile like the Egyptian gods, and his 
movement is not limited to one country, for he is able to swiftly move to control 
any nation under the clouds.  5

d. At God’s approach, the idols tremble, and the hearts of the people melt (v. 1). 
(1) God has judged Egypts gods before. 

(a) Ex 12:12 12 On all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments. I am Yahweh. 
(2) God will judge the false gods of the West (self, money, nature, the state). 

e. God will stir up civil war among the Egyptians (v. 2). 
(1) Throughout her history Egypt was especially prone to civil war between Lower 

and Upper Egypt. After the six strong dynasties of the Old Kingdom (3000-2200 
bc), there came a two-hundred-year period when each of the 42 nomes (city-
states) became a country unto itself and general chaos reigned. Then the Twelfth 

 J. A. Martin, BKC, 1:1065.3

 J. N. Oswalt, NICOT, 1:366.4

 G. V. Smith, NAC, 1:356.5

www.firmfoundation.org.nz | mail@firmfoundation.org.nz | 027 557 9314 
Conversational Evangelism | Inductive Bible Study | Expository Bible Teaching | Biblical Worldview Training



Jeff Coleman 
Updated Sep 21 

 of 4 10

Dynasty united the land for about two hundred years (1990-1785 bc), but again 
chaos took over for two centuries. So it went again and again.  6

(2) In the few years before 711 bc, four different dynasties struggled to control 
Egypt.  7

f. Egypt’s morale will be emptied out, and her counsel will be confounded (v. 3). 
(1) In the West, morale among the young seems to be low. 

g. They will seek guidance from idols, sorcerers, mediums, and necromancers (v. 3). 
(1) Egyptian religion, especially during the Middle Kingdom (1990-1785 bc) and the 

New Kingdom (1550-1221 bc), exhibited a number of universalistic and 
monolatrous trends. But after this time the ancient polytheisms and spiritist 
tendencies began to reassert themselves. That is the picture here.  8

(2) The West, including New Zealand, is experiencing an upsurge in irrationalism, 
pagan spiritualism, and demonism. 

h. God will give Egypt over to a hard master, a fierce king (v. 4). 
(1) The hard master/fierce king may be the Assyrian king Esarhaddon, who 

conquered Egypt in 671 bc, exactly 30 years after Sennacherib failed to conquer 
Jerusalem. It may also be the Ethiopian Shabaka, who imposed his will over 
Egypt around 715 bc.  Many foreign rulers conquered Egypt after Isaiah’s 9

prophecy. 
(2) Turning from the God of the Bible sets up a nation for tyranny. Nazi Germany, 

Soviet Russia, and the trend of Fabian Socialism in Europe, Britain, the United 
States, and New Zealand is a good example. 

3. Egypt’s Economic Judgment (Is 19:5-10). 
a. Is 19:5-10 5 And the waters of the sea will be dried up, the river will be dry and 

parched, 6 its canals will become foul, and the branches of Egypt’s Nile will diminish 
and dry up. Reeds and rushes will rot away. 7 There will be bare places by the Nile, 
on the brink of the Nile, and all that is sown by the Nile will be parched, will be 
driven away, and will be no more. 8 The fishermen will mourn and lament, all who 
cast a hook in the Nile. And they will languish who spread nets on the water. 9 The 
workers in combed flax will be in despair, and the weavers of white cotton. 10 Those 
who are the pillars of the land will be crushed, and all who work for pay will be 
grieved. 

b. The Nile river will dry up (vv. 5-6). 
(1) Egypt’s entire economy depended on the Nile. Without the Nile there would be no 

Egypt. The desert begins where the irrigation ends. The predictability and 
abundance of the Nile contributed to the complacency and self-confidence of the 
Egyptian people.  10

c. The Egyptian farming industry will fail (v. 7). 

 J. N. Oswalt, NICOT, 367-368.6

 G. V. Smith, NAC, 1:356.7

 J. N. Oswalt, NICOT, 368.8

 G. V. Smith, NAC, 357.9

 J. N. Oswalt, NICOT, 1:369.10
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d. The Egyptian fishing industry will fail (v. 8). 
e. The Egyptian textile industry will fail (v. 9). 
f. Egypt’s upper class will be crushed (v. 10). 
g. Her lower class will be grieved (v. 11). 

(1) When the upper class of a nation fails economically, the lower class suffers, too. 
h. In 2019, the economic outlook for NZ looked rosy. Then COVID-19 happened. 

4. Egypt’s Academic Judgment (Is 19:11-15). 
a. Is 19:11-15 11 The princes of Zoan are utterly foolish. The wisest counsellors of 

Pharaoh give stupid counsel. How can you say to Pharaoh, I am a son of the wise, a 
son of ancient kings? 12 Where then are your wise men? Let them tell you that they 
might know what Yahweh of hosts has purposed against Egypt. 13 The princes of 
Zoan have become fools, and the princes of Memphis are deluded. Those who are the 
cornerstones of her tribes have made Egypt stagger. 14 Yahweh has mingled within 
her a spirit of confusion, and they will make Egypt stagger in all its deeds, as a 
drunken man staggers in his vomit. 15 And there will be nothing for Egypt that head 
or tail, palm branch or reed, may do. 

b. Pharaoh’s princes and counsellors give stupid counsel (v. 11). 
(1) Egypt was well known in the ancient world for its wisdom. But her “wisdom” 

won’t be able to save her from coming judgment. 
(a) 1 Ki 4:30 30 Solomon’s wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the people of the 

east and all the wisdom of Egypt. 
(2) Zoan refers to Tanis, the chief city of northern Egypt from the Middle Bronze Age 

onward. It was situated on the east side of the Delta region and would be the first 
large Egyptian city encountered by an Israelite traveling toward the Nile Valley.  11

(3) Many ideas floated by the Western elite, particularly regarding social and 
educational policy, are absolutely stupid. See Unconstrained Vision and Vision of 
the Anointed. 

c. They know nothing of the God of history and his purposes (v. 12). 
(1) 1 Co 1:20 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
(2) “These people were supposed to provide the foundation (they are the 

‘cornerstone,’ pinnat) for interpreting reality for the rest of society, but they did 
not have any insight into the plans of God. …Such is the nature of every man’s 
limited perspective. Without access to God’s wisdom and plan, people are left 
confused and misguided.”  12

(3) Wokeism is today’s version of stupidity. 
d. They are deluded fools who make Egypt stagger (v. 13). 

(1) “Unless there is an overall perspective from outside this world from which to 
analyze and evaluate human experience, then no course of action makes any 
ultimate sense. This is why the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. 

 J. N. Oswalt, NICOT, 371.11

 G. V. Smith, NAC, 358.12
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1:7); it is also why there is no other foundation than Christ (1 Cor. 3:11; Eph. 
2:20; 1 Pet. 2:6; Isa. 28:16).”  13

e. God actively has given Egypt a spirit of confusion (v. 14). 
(1) Ro 1:24 24 Therefore God gave them up…. 

f. Egypt will stagger like a drunken man in his vomit (v. 14). 
(1) God mixes/brews a confusing and distorting concoction that makes the Egyptian 

wise men disoriented in their spirits. They stagger about not knowing what 
direction to go. Like shameful drunks, they will fall down in their own vomit.  14

g. No one in Egypt will be able to do anything about it (v. 15). 
(1) Unless Western leaders return to God, their attempts to solve major social 

problems will fail. It’s only going to get worse. 

5. First Egyptian “In that Day” (Is 19:16-17). 
a. Is 19:16-17 16 In that day the Egyptians will be like women and tremble with fear 

before the hand that Yahweh of hosts shakes over them. 17 And the land of Judah will 
become a terror to the Egyptians. Everyone to whom it is mentioned will fear because 
of the purpose that Yahweh of hosts has purposed against them. 

b. These “in that day’s” probably refer to the end times. 
(1) The phrase “in that day” often refers to judgment followed by blessing.  15

(2) God will allow Egypt to be disciplined severely during the seven-year Tribulation. 
c. The Egyptians will be very fearful when Yahweh begins to discipline them (v. 16). 
d. The Egyptians will live in fear of Israel and her King (v. 17). 

(1) As Jesus’ Messianic kingdom begins, the Egyptians will live in holy fear of him 
and the remnant of Israel who live with him in Judah. Egypt’s attitude to Israel, a 
seemingly insignificant nations, will change.  Egypt will finally recognize Israel 16

as the most important nation in the world.  17

6. Second Egyptian “In that Day” (Is 19:18). 
a. Is 19:18 18 In that day there will be five cities in the land of Egypt that speak the 

language of Canaan and swear allegiance to Yahweh of hosts. One of these will be 
called the City of the Sun.  18

b. Five cities in Egypt will speak Hebrew and worship Yahweh (v. 18). 
(1) Instead of Israel cringing in fear of what Egypt might do, her territory will expand 

into Egypt. This will happen in the Messianic kingdom. It’s like the computer 
game “Civilization” where one nation’s cultural power begins to spread beyond its 
border and impact neighbouring nations. 

 J. N. Oswalt, NICOT, 371-372.13

 G. V. Smith, NAC, 358.14

 J. A. Martin, BKC, 1:1066.15

 W. E. Vine, 61.16

 J. A. Martin, BKC, 1:1066.17

 The Dead Sea Scrolls and some other manuscripts say City of the Sun.18
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(2) To think of even one city adopting the language of the “sand-dwellers,” the 
Semites, whom the Egyptians held in contempt, would be astonishing.  19

(3) Like all language groups, the Egyptians were proud of their language, so the move 
to speak Hebrew would only develop from a deep heart’s desire to read and study 
the Scriptures and to participate in worshiping God.  20

(4) Some believe this prophecy was fulfilled during the Ptolemaic period of Egypt, 
when many Jews settled there. But this is probably not the case. 

c. One of the cities will be called “City of Destruction” or “City of the Sun” (v. 18). 
(1) It seems preferable to follow the reading preserved in the Dead Sea Scrolls and 

the Vulgate, namely, “the City of the Sun,” meaning Heliopolis. Heliopolis, one of 
the major cities in the south end of Egypt’s Delta, was dedicated to worship of the 
sun god. Such a significant change (worshiping Yahweh instead of the sun god) 
will prove to the world and to Israel that Egypt will be serious in its new 
worship.  21

7. Third Egyptian “In that Day” (Is 19:19-22). 
a. Is 19:19-22 19 In that day there will be an altar to Yahweh in the midst of the land of 

Egypt, and a pillar to Yahweh at its border. 20 It will be a sign and a witness to 
Yahweh of hosts in the land of Egypt. When they cry to Yahweh because of 
oppressors, he will send them a Savior and Defender, and deliver them. 21 And 
Yahweh will make himself known to the Egyptians, and the Egyptians will know 
Yahweh in that day and worship with sacrifice and offering, and they will make vows 
to Yahweh and perform them. 22 And Yahweh will strike Egypt, striking and healing, 
and they will return to Yahweh, and he will listen to their pleas for mercy and heal 
them.  22

b. There will be an altar to Yahweh in Egypt (v. 19). 
(1) Ge 12:8 8 There [Abram] built an altar to Yahweh and called upon the name of 

Yahweh. 
c. There will be a pillar to Yahweh at the border between Israel and Egypt (v. 19). 

(1) Ge 28:22 22 This stone that I [Jacob] have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s 
house. 

d. The altar and pillar will be a sign and witness of Yahweh in Egypt (v. 20). 
(1) Egypt will worship the God of Israel as a matter of national policy.  23

e. When Egypt cries to Yahweh, he will deliver them through a Savior-Defender (v. 20). 
(1) This will likely happen at the end of the Tribulation. Jesus is the likely Savior. 

f. Yahweh will make himself known to the Egyptians (v. 21). 
g. The Egyptians will know Yahweh experientially and serve him (v. 21). 
h. In summary, Yahweh will strike Egypt, then heal her (v. 22). 

 J. N. Oswalt, NICOT, 377.19

 G. V. Smith, NAC, 361.20

 J. A. Martin, BKC, 1067.21

 Yahweh deals with each nation individually, just as a father deals individual with each of his children.22

 J. A. Martin, BKC, 1067.23
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8. Fourth Egyptian “In that Day” (Is 19:23). 
a. Is 19:23 23 In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and Assyria 

will come into Egypt, and Egypt into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with the 
Assyrians. 

b. There will be a highway from Egypt through Israel to Assyria (v. 23). 
(1) No more will Israel be a pawn between Egypt and Assyria (see Da 11). 
(2) “God’s longing is for swift and open communication between himself and all 

peoples, but also among all peoples.”  Walls keep people out. Roads connect 24

people.  25

(3) Is 11:10-16 10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the 
peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
11 In that day Yahweh will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the 
remnant that remains of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from 
Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea. 
12 He will raise a signal for the nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, 
and gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. …15 And 
Yahweh will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt, and will wave his 
hand over the River with his scorching breath, and strike it into seven channels, 
and he will lead people across in sandals. 16 And there will be a highway from 
Assyria for the remnant that remains of his people, as there was for Israel when 
they came up from the land of Egypt. 

c. Egyptians and Assyrians will worship Yahweh together (v. 23). 
(1) In Isaiah’s day, Egypt and Assyria were bitter enemies. But the ancient hostility 

between Egypt and Assyria will turn to peace. 
(2) There are Egyptian and Assyrian believers today, and they may worship God 

together, but this prophecy has not yet been fulfilled. Jews, Arabs, and Assyrians 
will worship Yahweh together as one community of believers. The Middle East 
will finally experience real lasting peace.  26

(3) Is 2:2-4 2 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of 
Yahweh shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be lifted up 
above the hills. And all the nations shall flow to it, 3 and many peoples shall come 
and say: Come, let us go up to the mountain of Yahweh, to the house of the God of 
Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths. For out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of Yahweh from Jerusalem. 4 He shall 
judge between the nations and shall decide disputes for many peoples. And they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 

d. Zechariah predicts something similar. 
(1) Zec 14:16 16 Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come 

against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, Yahweh of 
hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths. 

 J. N. Oswalt, NICOT, 381.24

 G. V. Smith, 363.25

 G. V. Smith, 360.26
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9. Fifth Egyptian “In that Day” (Is 19:24-25). 
a. Is 19:24-25 24 In that day Israel will be the third with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing 

in the midst of the earth, 25 whom Yahweh of hosts has blessed saying, Blessed be 
Egypt my people, Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel my inheritance. 

b. Israel, Egypt, and Assyria will be a blessing to the nations (v. 24). 
(1) Although no words are directed to Isaiah’s audience in Jerusalem in this paragraph 

about Egypt, they were hearing astonishing news about a miraculous 
transformation in both Egypt and Assyria. What impact should these words have 
on them? What does God expect of them?  27

c. Yahweh will bless all three nations (v. 25). 
(1) In a remarkable statement Isaiah applies terms previously restricted to Israel to 

both Egypt and Assyria.  God’s plan has always been to bless all nations, not just 28

Israel. 
(2) Ge 12:3 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonours you I will 

curse, and in you [Abram] all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 
d. Egypt will be God’s people, and Assyria will be the work of his hands (v. 25). 

(1) We are to respect Egypt and Assyria and rejoice in their future blessing. 
e. Israel is God’s inheritance (v. 25). 

(1) Dt 32:9 9 Yahweh’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance. 

 G. V. Smith, 363-364.27

 J. N. Oswalt, 381.28
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Notes 
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