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ISAIAH 16 | Seek Shelter in Zion 

Send the Lamb to Zion 

1 Send the lamb to the ruler [Hezekiah] of the land [of Judah], from Sela [in Edom], by way 
of the desert [east of the Dead Sea], to the mount of the daughter of Zion [Jerusalem]. 2 Like 
fleeing birds, like a scattered nest, so are the daughters of Moab at the fords of the Arnon. 

Judah’s Responsibility to Shelter Moab 

3 Give counsel. Grant justice. Make your shade like night at the height of noon. Shelter the 
outcasts. Do not reveal the fugitive. 4 Let the outcasts of Moab sojourn among you.  Be a 1

shelter to them from the destroyer. When the oppressor is no more, and destruction has 
ceased, and he who tramples underfoot has vanished from the land, 5 then a throne will be 
established in loyal love (ֶסד  in the tent of David one (ֱאֶמת) and on it will sit in truth ,(ֶח֫
[Messiah] who judges, seeks justice (ִמְׁשָּפט), and is swift to do righteousness (ֶדק  .(ֶצ֫

Moab’s Pride 

6 We have heard of the pride (ָּגאֹון) of Moab—how proud he is!— of his arrogance (ַּגֲאָוה), his 
pride (ָּגאֹון), and his insolence (ֶעְבָרה). In his idle boasting he is not right. 7 Therefore let Moab 
wail for Moab, Let everyone wail. Mourn, utterly stricken, for the raisin cakes of Kir-hareseth 
[a major export]. 

Vine of Sibmah Blues 

8 For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of Sibmah. The owners/landowners/Baals 
ַעל)  have struck down its branches, which reached to Jazer and strayed (גֹויִ֙ם) of the nations (ַּב֫
to the desert. Its shoots spread abroad and passed over the sea. 9 Therefore I weep with the 
weeping of Jazer for the vine of Sibmah. I drench you with my tears, Heshbon and Elealeh. 
For over your summer fruit and your harvest the shout has ceased. 10 And joy and gladness 
are taken away from the fruitful field, and in the vineyards no songs are sung, no cheers are 
raised. No treader treads out wine in the presses. I have put an end to the shouting. 11 
Therefore my inner parts moan like a lyre for Moab, and my inmost self for Kir-hareseth. 

Moab’s Prayers Will Not Prevail 

12 And when Moab presents himself, when he wearies himself on the high place [at Dibon], 
when he comes to his sanctuary to pray [to Chemosh], he will not prevail. 

Three-Year Warning 

13 This is the word that Yahweh spoke concerning Moab in the past. 14 But now Yahweh has 
spoken saying: 

 Like Ruth with Naomi.1
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In three years [715-713 or 701 bc], like the years of a hired worker, the glory of Moab 
will be brought into contempt, in spite of all his great multitude, and those who 
remain (ְׁשָאר; the remnant of Moab) will be very few and feeble. 
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Commentary 

1. Isaiah 15-16. 
a. Read Jeremiah 48 and notice the similarities. 
b. Is 15-16 is set in 715-11 bc, when Sargon invaded Moab. 
c. See Moab. 

2. Send the Lamb to Zion (Is 16:1-2). 
a. Is 16:1-2 1 Send the lamb to the ruler of the land [Hezekiah], from Sela [Petra, in 

Edom], by way of the desert [Judean wilderness], to the mount of the daughter of 
Zion. 2 Like fleeing birds, like a scattered nest, so are the daughters of Moab at the 
fords of the Arnon. 

b. The Moabites have fled south to Sela (Petra), in Edom (Esau), 50 miles south of 
Moab’s border. God counsels them to send a lamb from Edom through the Judean 
wilderness to Hezekiah in Jerusalem (v. 1). Sending a lamb signifies submission and 
would be an official request for Judah’s protection. 
(1) In the days of Omri and Ahab, Moab paid tribute to Israel. 

(a) 2 Ki 3:4-5 4 Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep breeder, and he had to 
deliver to the king of Israel 100,000 lambs and the wool of 100,000 rams. 5 
But when Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. 

(2) Interestingly, Moab is to do what Ruth the Moabites did. 
(a) Ru 1:16 16 Ruth said, Do not urge me to leave you [Naomi] or to return from 

following you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. 
Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 

3. Shelter the Remnant of Moab (Is 16:3-5). 
a. Is 16:3-5 3 Give counsel. Grant justice. Make your shade like night at the height of 

noon. Shelter the outcasts. Do not reveal the fugitive. 4 Let the outcasts of Moab 
sojourn among you.  Be a shelter to them from the destroyer. When the oppressor is 2

no more, and destruction has ceased, and he who tramples underfoot has vanished 
from the land, 5 then a throne will be established in loyal love (ֶסד  and on it will sit ,(ֶח֫
in truth (ֱאֶמת) in the tent of David one who judges, seeks justice (ִמְׁשָּפט), and is swift to 
do righteousness (ֶדק  .(ֶצ֫

b. The king of Judah, Hezekiah, is instructed to do several things for the Moabite 
refugees: give counsel; grant justice; make shade like night at the height of noon; 
shelter the outcasts; don’t reveal the fugitive; let the outcasts of Moab sojourn; and be 
a shelter from the destroyer [Assyria] (vv. 3-4). 

c. Moab sheltered the line of David in the past. Now Hezekiah must return the favour. 
(1) Ru 1:1-2 1 In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and 

a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his 
wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of 
his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They 
were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab 
and remained there. 

 Like Ruth with Naomi.2

www.firmfoundation.org.nz | mail@firmfoundation.org.nz | 027 557 9314 
Conversational Evangelism | Inductive Bible Study | Expository Bible Teaching | Biblical Worldview Training



Jeff Coleman 
Updated Sep 21 

 of 4 5

(2) 1 Sa 22:3 3 And David went from there to Mizpeh of Moab. And he said to the 
king of Moab, Please let my father and my mother stay with you, till I know 
what God will do for me. 

d. It would have been difficult and inconvenient for Judah to shelter the Moabite 
refugees, especially with Assyria on the march. Nevertheless, that’s what God 
commanded her to do. 
(1) Under the biblical worldview, refugees should be welcomed by nations when 

they are in legitimate danger. However, refugees must respect the worldview, 
culture, and customs of their host nation (as Moab will be required to do here). 

e. In vv. 4b-5, the timeframe suddenly shifts to the end times. This means the flight of 
Moab’s refugees from Assyria prefigures the flight of God’s people during the time of 
the Antichrist. The Antichrist is the oppressor who tramples underfoot (v. 4). His 
destruction will cease, and he will vanish (v. 4). Again we see a clear connection 
between the Mesopotamian kings and the Antimessiah. 
(1) Is 14:4-5 4 …You will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon: How the 

oppressor has ceased, the insolent fury ceased! 5 Yahweh has broken the staff of 
the wicked, the sceptre of rulers. 

f. Once Antichrist is defeated, Messiah’s throne will be established (v. 5). His rule will 
be characterised by loyal love, truth, justice, and righteousness (v. 5). 
(1) Is 9:7 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on 

the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 

(2) Is 11:4 4 With righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for 
the meek of the earth. 

g. Hezekiah is a type of Messiah. Both rule from Jerusalem in loyal love, truth, 
righteousness, and justice after a “destroyer-oppressor” is defeated. They also shelter 
outcasts from various nations. 
(1) 2 Ki 18:5 5 [Hezekiah] trusted in Yahweh, the God of Israel, so that there was 

none like him among all the kings of Judah after him, nor among those who 
were before him. 

4. Moab’s Pride (Is 16:6-7). 
a. Is 16:6-7 6 We have heard of the pride (ָּגאֹון) of Moab—how proud he is!— of his 

arrogance (ַּגֲאָוה), his pride (ָּגאֹון), and his insolence (ֶעְבָרה). In his idle boasting he is 
not right. 7 Therefore let Moab wail for Moab, Let everyone wail. Mourn, utterly 
stricken, for the raisin cakes of Kir-hareseth. 

b. The reason God is disciplining Moab is because of her great pride (v. 6). 
(1) Je 48:29-30 29 We have heard of the pride of Moab— he is very proud— of his 

loftiness, his pride, and his arrogance, and the haughtiness of his heart. 30 I 
know his insolence, declares Yahweh. His boasts are false, his deeds are false. 

(2) Zep 2:9-10 9 Moab shall become like Sodom, and the Ammonites like 
Gomorrah, a land possessed by nettles and salt pits, and a waste forever. The 
remnant of my people [Israel] shall plunder them, and the survivors of my nation 
shall possess them. 10 This shall be their lot in return for their pride, because 
they taunted and boasted against the people of Yahweh of hosts. 

c. The result of God’s discipline is economic devastation and deep sadness (v. 7). 
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5. Vine of Sibmah Blues (Is 16:8-11). 
a. Is 16:8-11 8 For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of Sibmah. The lords of 

the nations have struck down its branches, which reached to Jazer and strayed to the 
desert. Its shoots spread abroad and passed over the sea. 9 Therefore I weep with the 
weeping of Jazer for the vine of Sibmah. I drench you with my tears, Heshbon and 
Elealeh. For over your summer fruit and your harvest the shout has ceased. 10 And 
joy and gladness are taken away from the fruitful field, and in the vineyards no songs 
are sung, no cheers are raised. No treader treads out wine in the presses. I have put an 
end to the shouting. 11 Therefore my inner parts moan like a lyre for Moab, and my 
inmost self for Kir-hareseth. 

b. The reason God weeps for Moab is because it has become necessary to destroy her 
fruitful fields and end her joy (vv. 8-11). 

6. Moab’s Prayers Won’t Prevail (Is 16:12). 
a. Is 16:12 12 And when Moab presents himself, when he wearies himself on the high 

place, when he comes to his sanctuary to pray, he will not prevail. 
b. The outcome of Moab’s idolatrous religious activity will be a big fat zero (v. 12). 

(1) Moab’s religious ritual will not alleviate God’s judgment (v. 12). Chemosh, her 
national god, is powerless to help.  This shows once the true God is rejected, 3

there is no religious or spiritual alternative to help.  4

7. Three-Year Warning (Is 16:13-14). 
a. Is 16:13-14 13 This is the word that Yahweh spoke concerning Moab in the past. 14 

But now Yahweh has spoken saying, In three years, like the years of a hired worker, 
the glory of Moab will be brought into contempt, in spite of all his great multitude, 
and those who remain will be very few and feeble. 

b. The end result of Moab’s pride and idolatry will be shame and a very small remnant 
(vv. 13-14). 
(1) This oracle probably refers to Sargon’s innovation of 715-11 bc. But other 

options are Tiglath-pileser’s invasion in 732 bc, Sennacherib’s invasion in 701 
bc (Martin, BKC, 1:1064), or Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion of Moab around 600 
bc. 

(2) Unlike Babylon, Moab will not be totally destroyed. Her fate differs from 
Babylon’s. 

(a) Je 48:47 47 Yet I will restore the fortunes of Moab in the latter days, declares 
Yahweh.

 John N. Oswalt, NICOT, 1:347.3

 A. Motyer, Isaiah, 154.4
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