
Jeff Coleman 
Updated Jun 20 

 of 1 5

GOD’S GENERAL CALL 

1. God’s general call is an important step in the order of salvation. 
a. It is necessary because of our total depravity. 

(1) See Order of Salvation and Unlimited Atonement. 
b. It is motivated by God’s desire to save all. 

(1) See God’s Desire. 
c. It is made possible through Jesus’ unlimited atonement. 

(1) See Unlimited Atonement. 
d. Key texts: 

(1) 2 Co 5:19-20 19 …In Messiah God was reconciling the world (κόσµος) to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them [unlimited atonement], and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation [God’s general call]. 20 Therefore, 
we are ambassadors for Messiah, God making his [general] appeal through us: We 
implore you on behalf of Messiah, be reconciled to God. 

(2) 1 Ti 2:4-6 4 [God] desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth [God’s desire to save all]. 5 For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Messiah Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a 
ransom for all [unlimited atonement], which is the testimony [general call] given 
at the proper time. 

2. God issues a general call to all humanity to humble themselves and seek him. 
a. Pr 1:20-23 20 Wisdom cries aloud in the street, in the markets she raises her voice. 21 

At the head of the noisy streets she cries out, at the entrance of the city gates she 
speaks. 22 How long, simple ones, will you love being simple? How long will 
scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge? 23 If you turn at my 
reproof, behold, I will pour out my Spirit to you. I will make my words known to you. 

b. Pr 8:1-5 1 Does not wisdom call? Does not understanding raise her voice? 2 On the 
heights beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand. 3 Beside the gates in 
front of the town, at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud: 4 To you, men, I call, 
and my cry is to the children of man. 5 Simple ones, learn prudence. Fools, learn 
sense. 6 Hear, for I will speak noble things, and from my lips will come what is right. 
7 For my mouth will utter truth. Wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 8 All the 
words of my mouth are righteous. There is nothing twisted or crooked in them. 9 
They are all straight to him who understands and right to those who find knowledge. 

c. Is 45:22 22 Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and 
there is no other. 

d. Mt 22:8-14 8 Then he said to his servants, The wedding feast is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding 
feast as many as you find. 10 And those servants went out into the roads and gathered 
all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
…14 For many are called (κλητός) [general call], but few are chosen (ἐκλεκτός) 
[election]. 
(1) God’s general call is like an invitation to a royal wedding feast (Mt 22:2-10) 
(2) Both Jews (Mt 22:3-4) and Gentiles (Mt 22:9-10) are invited. 
(3) Both the relatively “bad” and the relatively “good” are invited (Mt 22:13). 
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e. Lk 14:16-24 16 …A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17 And at the 
time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, Come, 
for everything is now ready. 18 But they all alike began to make excuses. The first 
said to him, I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me 
excused. 19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine 
them. Please have me excused. 20 And another said, I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come. 21 So the servant came and reported these things to his 
master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, Go out 
quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor, crippled, blind, and 
lame. 22 And the servant said, Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still 
there is room. 23 And the master said to the servant, Go out to the highways, hedges, 
and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. 24 For I tell you, none of 
those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. 
(1) God’s general call is like an initiative to a great banquet (Lk 14:16-17). 
(2) The poor, crippled, blind, and lame of the streets are invited (Lk 14:21). 
(3) People in the highways and hedges (Gentiles) are invited (Lk 14:23). 
(4) There is plenty of room at the feast (Lk 14:22). 
(5) God wants his house filled (Lk 14:23). 

f. Jn 7:37 37 On the last day of the feast [of Booths], the great day, Jesus stood up and 
cried out, If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 

g. Ac 17:30 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he [generally] 
commands all people everywhere to change their mindsets (µετανοέω, pres.)…. 

3. God’s general call is: 
a. Universal. 

(1) Ps 19:1-4 1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims 
his handiwork. 2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals 
knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 4 
Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

(2) Pr 8:1-4 1 Does not wisdom call? Does not understanding raise her voice? 2 On 
the heights beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand. 3 Beside the 
gates in front of the town, at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud: 4 To you, 
men, I call, and my cry is to the children of man. 

(3) Pr 9:1-6 1 Wisdom has built her house. She has hewn her seven pillars. 2 She has 
slaughtered her beasts. She has mixed her wine. She has also set her table. 3 She 
has sent out her young women to call from the highest places in the town, 4 
Whoever is simple, let him turn in here! To him who lacks sense she says, 5 
Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed. 6 Leave your simple 
ways, live, and walk in the way of insight. 

(4) Is 45:22 22 Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and 
there is no other. 

(5) God’s general call is the theological answer to the oft-asked question, “What 
about those who’ve never heard?” 

b. Sustained. 
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(1) Ps 19:1-4 2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 3 
There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 4 Their voice 
goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

(2) Jer 35:15 15 I have sent to you all my servants the prophets, sending them 
persistently, saying, Turn now every one of you from his evil way, amend your 
deeds, and do not go after other gods to serve them, and then you shall dwell in 
the land that I gave to you and your fathers. But you did not incline your ear or 
listen to me. 

c. Finite. 
(1) God’s general call doesn’t extend indefinitely. 
(2) At physical death, God’s general call to a person ends. 

(a) Heb 9:27 27 …It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes 
judgment…. 

(3) At Jesus’ second coming God’s general call to humanity ends. 

4. God issues his general call through the five Cs. 
a. Consciousness. 

(1) Self-consciousness or self-awareness is “having knowledge of one’s own 
existence, especially the knowledge of oneself as a conscious being,” “being 
aware of oneself as an individual,” “awareness of one’s own personality or 
individuality.” 
(a) “Cogito, ergo sum.”  1

(b) Illustration: our son David is just now wrestling with the fact of his own 
existence.  It’s enjoyable watching him look at himself in the mirror. 

(c) Ec 3:11 11 [God] has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find 
out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 

(d) We are God’s image-bearers. 
(2) Self-consciousness refutes: 

(a) Pantheism: In distinguishing oneself from all else, one immediately intuits all 
is not one, as pantheism asserts. 

(b) Atheism: Consciousness cannot derive from non-consciousness. Soul cannot 
come from non-soul. See Soul. 

b. Creation. 
(1) Ps 19:1-4 1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims 

his handiwork. 2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals 
knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 4 
Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

(2) Ro 1:20 20 …[God’s] invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 

(3) See God’s Existence and General Revelation. 
c. Conscience. 

(1) See Conscience. 
(2) See Age of Accountability. 

 Rene Descartes.1
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d. Conversation. 
(1) Great Conversation. 

(a) See Great Conversation. 
(2) Evangelism. 

(a) Ac 1:8 8 …You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth. 

(b) 2 Co 2:14-16 14 …Thanks be to God, who in Messiah always leads us 
[apostles] in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the 
knowledge of him everywhere [God’s general call]. 15 For we are the aroma 
of Messiah to God among those who are being saved and among those who 
are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a 
fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? 

(c) 2 Co 5:19-20 19 …In Messiah God was reconciling the world (κόσµος) to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them [unlimited atonement], and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation [God’s general call]. 20 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Messiah, God making his [general] appeal 
through us: We implore you on behalf of Messiah, be reconciled to God. 

e. Conviction of the Spirit. 
(1) Jn 16:8-11 8 …When [the Spirit] comes, he will convict the world (κόσµος) 

concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do 
not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and 
you will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this 
world is judged. 

(2) The unforgivable sin is rejection of the Spirit’s conviction into unbelief. 
(a) Mt 12:31-32 31 …I [Jesus] tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven 

people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 And 
whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven. But whoever 
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the 
age to come. 

5. God isn’t the only one whose calling. 
a. Pr 9:13-18 13 The woman Folly is loud. She is seductive and knows nothing. 14 She 

sits at the door of her house, She takes a seat on the highest places of the town, 15 
calling to those who pass by, who are going straight on their way, 16 Whoever is 
simple, let him turn in here! And to him who lacks sense she says, 17 Stolen water is 
sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. 18 But he does not know that the dead are 
there, that her guests are in the depths of Sheol. 

b. Jn 8:44 44 You [Jewish leaders] are of your father the devil, and your desire is to do 
your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own 
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

c. 2 Co 11:13-15 13 Such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising 
themselves as apostles of Messiah. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises 
himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants also disguise 
themselves as servants of righteousness. 
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6. We are forced to respond positively or negatively to God’s general call. 
a. Responding to or rejecting God’s general call is a lifetime of choices we make. 

(1) Re 22:17 17 The Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And let the one who hears say, 
Come. And let the one who is thirsty come. Let the one who desires (θέλω) take 
the water of life without price. 

b. At each encounter with God’s general call, a person’s heart softens toward or hardens 
against God. 
(1) 2 Co 2:14-16 14 …Thanks be to God, who in Messiah always leads us [apostles] 

in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of 
him everywhere [God’s general call]. 15 For we are the aroma of Messiah to God 
among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a 
fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is 
sufficient for these things? 

c. Illustration: It’s like your home telephone ringing. Will you answer it or not? It will 
only ring so many times. 

7. If one responds negatively to God’s general call, he/she will not receive a special call. 
a. Pr 1:24-27 24 Because I have called and you refused to listen, have stretched out my 

hand and no one has heeded, 25 because you have ignored all my counsel and would 
have none of my reproof, 26 I also will laugh at your calamity. I will mock when 
terror strikes you, 27 when terror strikes you like a storm and your calamity comes 
like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you. 

b. Lk 14:24 24 For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my 
banquet. 

c. See Negative Volition. 

8. If one responds positively to God’s general call, he/she will receive a special call. 
a. Ac 2:38-39 38 …Peter said to [the men of Israel, as a general call], Change your 

mindset (µετανοέω, aor.) and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Messiah for the forgiveness of your sins [based on unlimited atonement], and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, 
and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God [specially] calls to 
himself. 

b. This occurs through foreknowledge, predetermination, and election. 
c. See Positive Volition. 

9. Application. 
a. Assert God’s general call. 
b. Appeal to the five Cs. 
c. Warn about positive and negative volition toward God’s general call. 

www.firmfoundation.org.nz | mail@firmfoundation.org.nz | 027 557 9314 
Conversational Evangelism | Inductive Bible Study | Expository Bible Teaching | Biblical Worldview Training


