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DANIEL 11 | Antiochus IV Epiphanies and the Antimessiah!

1 And as for me,? in the first year [539 bc] of Darius [Gobyras] the Mede, I [Gabriel]
stood up to confirm and strengthen him [Darius] (37 13¥773 p>rmn? *70y).3

Alexander the Great

2 And now I [Gabriel] will reveal truth to you [Daniel] (77 7% nax 7037).4 Behold,

three more kings [Cambyses, Pseudo-Smerdis, Darius I Hystaspes] will arise in Persia,’
and a fourth [Ahasuerus/Xerxes]¢ will be far richer than all of them. And when he has
become strong through his riches, he will stir up all against the kingdom of Greece (77>
12 MoYn NR 957).7 3 Then a mighty king [Alexander the Great] will arise (7323 777 723)
who will rule with great dominion (23 Wnn >wn?) and do as he pleases (33¥72 7i7y)).8 4
And when he has arisen, his kingdom will be broken (in127% 12¥n ¥79¥37), and it will be
divided to the four? winds of heaven (2%3 nimn vaIx? vo0)), but not to his posterity
(in"IRY X71), nor according to the authority with which he ruled (2¢n R ¥2wn3 X77),
for his kingdom will be plucked up (73392 Wnin °2) and go to others besides these
(T7R"7270 DAIKDY).

! Daniel 10-12 is one unit, one vision. It involves great conflict (Da 10:1) and is Israel-focused (Da 10:14).
2 Da 10-12 is a unit and must be read together.

3 This verse should be in ch. 10. The good fortune the Jews are now experiencing is the result of successful
angelic warfare and the strengthening of Darius, which happened two years before this vision.

4 Contra postmodernism, truth does exist, and we can confidently know the truth.

5 Again Daniel cycles back through the empires introduced in Da 2. This vision focuses on the second, third, and
fourth empires. The first (Babylon) has already passed. Daniel has seen for himself the passing of the first
empire to the second, so he can be sure the rest of the empires will come about.

6 See Es 1:1. Possibly this is Artaxerxes (Ne 2:1).

7 Xerxes attacked Greece in 480 bc with a huge army, estimated by Herodotus at one million men, but he
suffered defeats by sea at Salamis and on land at Plataea.

8 Cf. Da 2:32, 39; 7:6; 8:5-8, 21. Alexander defeated the Persians at the Granicus river (334 bc) and Gaugamela
(331 be). It took him only five years to conquer the ancient near east (334-30 bc). He died at the age of 32 in
Babylon in 323 be. His two sons were murdered as boys, so there was no descendant to take his place.

91In 301 be, 22 years after Alexander’s death (323 bc), the Grecian empire was divided among Alexander’s four
generals (cf. Da 8:22). Cassander ruled Macedonia and Greece; Lysimachus ruled Thrace and Asia Minor;
Seleucus I Nicator ruled Syria and Israel; and Ptolemy I Soter ruled Egypt. Only Ptolemaic Egypt and Seleucid
Syria relate to Israel. That’s why they get the attention of Gabriel and Daniel. Both the Ptolemies and Seleucids
wanted control of the land between them.
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The Ptolemies of Egypt Prevail

5 Then the king of the south [Ptolemy I Soter]!? will be strong (2337°7727 P172)), but one
of his princes [Ptolemy II Philadelphus or Seleucus I Nicator]!! will be stronger than he
and rule, and his authority will be a great authority (\nwnn 27 2% nn 2¥n).12 6 After
some years they will make an alliance (11200 D30 7Y), and the daughter of the king
of the south will come to the king of the north [Antiochus II Theos]!3 to make
agreements (2°¢°n Niwy?). But she will not retain the strength of her arm, and he and
his arm will not endure, but she will be given up, and her seed (11172 X7), he who
fathered her, and he who supported/obtained her in those times (777°71 %2221 X°77 103M)
D°RY2 mRIgaY). 14

7 And from a branch from her roots one

R R X i SELEVCIDS - KINGS OF THE NORTH - SYRIA
[Ptolemy III Euergetes]!'> will arise in his iavmt Sicarmest Amcses il Avgretmme iy
pla(?e (u: :PW_]E; WKJJ?? Tp-s’n) He WIH come ‘ti:uamcl 5"':" d-l‘i.llli‘.:‘:l_nn:: ?Tﬁﬁ,uﬁﬁhm
against the army (13728 X2)) and enter ke sl TR s sl N ol S . i
the fortress of the king of the north (X270 e ua s s Tl umes, st
19987 790 1wn32) [Seleucus II Callinicus],16 aze - Las nae
and he will deal with them and will prevail PTOLEMILS - KINGS OF THE SOUTH - EGYPT
(P11 0g2 7wy 8 He will also carry off Pk 1 Pk v
to their gods with their metal images and Nyl Pyl T Py Py V1
their precious vessels of silver and gold to | |~ ™m0 Ty Do Pibeoe
Egypt (20727 *39-0y 00010y 0008 03 % s ™ e e ‘,‘.".‘,‘. g was

QX7 X2 "2wW32 2771 793), and he for some

years will refrain from att'aCking the King  From Thomas Constable, “Notes on Daniel”

of the north (31987 771 Ay 0°¢ XIM). 9

Then the latter [Seleucus II Callinicus] will come into the realm of the king of the south
(2337 72 PdYR2 XA), but will return to his own land (INRTR-9% 2w).

10 Ptolemy I Soter ruled Egypt from 323 to 285 bc. He proclaimed himself king in 304 bc. His dynasty ruled
Egypt until 30 be.

11 Seleucus I Nicator was one of Alexander’s best generals. After Alexander’s death, Ptolemy I Soter helped

5, ¢

Seleucus retain power over Syria, so in a sense he was Ptolemy’s “prince.” Seleucus’s dynasty lasted until 64 bc.

12 Ptolemy II Philadelphus ruled from 285-46 bc. He was friendly toward the Jewish people and sponsored a
translation of the Hebrew Old Testament into Greek, the Septuagint.

13 Antiochus II Theos ruled from 262-46 bc. He was the third Seleucid king.

14 Ptolemy II Philadelphus and Antiochus II Theos were bitter enemies, but they entered an alliance around 250
be, sealed with the marriage of Ptolemy’s daughter, Berenice, to Antiochus. When Ptolemy died in 246 bc,
Antiochus took back his first wife, Laodice, whom Antiochus had divorced in order to marry Berenice. Laodice
had Berenice and her infant son by Antiochus murdered. She also poisoned Antiochus and briefly ruled in his
place. Her son, Seleucus II then became king in 246 bc. Berenice is the woman referred to in this verse. Laodice
is the woman for whom the town of Laodicea in Asia Minor was named (Re 3:14). The towns of Antioch, in
Syria and in Asia Minor, received their names from Antiochus II Theos. Antioch of Syria was the capital of
Syria during the Seleucid dynasty.

15 Ptolemy III Euergetes ruled from 245-21 bc. He was the third Ptolemaic king.

16 Seleucus II Callinicus ruled from 246-26 bc. He was the fourth Seleucid king.
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The Seleucids of Syria Prevail

10 His sons [Seleucus III Ceraunus!7 and Antiochus III the Great!8] will wage war and
assemble a multitude of great forces (2°27 0°77 137 190K 19307 1127), and they will keep
coming, overflow, and pass through (72¥7 AuY Xi2 X27) and again will battle as far as
his stronghold (71¥7n=7y 17307 2w). 11 Then, moved with rage, the king of the south
(2337 970 ) [Ptolemy IV Philopator]!® will come out and fight against the king of
the north [Antiochus III the Great]. And he will raise a great multitude (29 193 7°ny1),
but it will be given into his hand (1722 13577 1011). 12 And when the multitude is taken
away, his heart will be exalted (122% 2377 7937 Rig2)), and he will cast down many (2°5m
nixa"), but he will not prevail (139> X37). 13 For the king of the north [Antiochus III the
Great] will again raise a multitude, greater than the first (27 1%7 T¥m 13937 777 20
1WRI771). And after some years (22 2°pvi vi71) he will come on with a great army
and abundant supplies (27 212721 7173 2°112 X132 Ri2Y).

14 In those times many will arise against the king of the south (\72y> @27 037 DAY
2337 7717°Y) [Ptolemy V Epiphanes],20 and sons of violence/lawlessness among your
own people [Israel] will lift themselves up [in alliance against the Ptolemies] in order to
fulfil the vision, but they will fail (2w 1317 7°R¥37 WP J9Y °¥*72 1°127). 15 Then the
king of the north [Antiochus IIT the Great] will come, throw up siegeworks (72w
79210), and take a well-fortified city (niq¥3an ¥ 7271). And the forces of the south will
not stand (1723 XY 2337 NiyN), even his best troops (2% 1Y), for there will be no
strength to stand (72y? 72 1°K)). 16 But he who comes against him [Antiochus III the
Great] will do as he desires (331%72 1% 27 wy?), and none will stand before him (7%
1197 7). And he [Antiochus I1I the Great] will stand in the glorious land [of Israel]
(ax777IR2 THy),2! with destruction in his hand (3732 1227). 17 He will set his face to
come with the strength of his whole kingdom (in127%22 apn2 Xi37 387aiy™), and he will
bring terms of an agreement and perform them (7y) 92y 2>9w1) [?]. He will give him

AT

[Ptolemy V Epiphanes] the daughter of women to destroy the kingdom (7iy) 9ny 292
AR YL 19710 BPWIT nRY), but it will not stand or be to his advantage (9-X7) Tayn X9
man). 18 Afterward he [Antiochus III the Great] will turn his face to the coastlands and
capture many of them (2°27 727) 27R? 119 2vM)), but a commander will put an end to his
insolence (120977 ¥R n°awm). Indeed, he will turn his insolence back upon him (>p72
% 2°%° 1n377). 19 Then he will turn his face back toward the fortresses of his own land
(13X *1wn7 1739 2y), but he [Antiochus I1I the Great] will stumble and fall, and will not
be found (X¥2> X71 751 2W/211).

17 Seleucus III Ceraunus ruled from 226-23 bc. He was the fifth Seleucid king.

18 Antiochus III the Great ruled from 223-187 bc. He was the sixth Seleucid king.
19 Ptolemy IV Philopator ruled from 221-203 be. He was the fourth Ptolemaic king.
20 Ptolemy V Epiphanes ruled from 203-181 bc. He was the fifth Ptolemaic king.

21 Lit., the land of ornament/splendour/decoration (HALOT, 996).
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Antiochus IV Epiphanes

20 Then will arise in his place one [Seleucus IV Philopator22] who will send an exactor
of tribute for the glory of the kingdom (n12%72 777 wai1 27 91275y 712¥1). But within a
few days he will be broken, neither in anger nor in battle (22983 891 12%° D708 2722
man7m32 X)), 21 In his place will arise a contemptible person (7}21 %3272y 7a¥)
[Antiochus IV Epiphanes]?3 to whom royal majesty has not been given (737 12y 20382
n1277). He will come in without warning (717w2 X27) and obtain the kingdom by
flatteries (nip2R202 NI277 P indY). 22 Armies will be utterly swept away before him
(3991 WY Aoy nivan), and they will be broken, even the prince of the covenant
(™72 773 021 112w7). 23 And from the time that an alliance is made with him

(v2x m20na71m3) he will act deceitfully (7p72 7Y), and he will become strong with a
small people (*13-vyn2a ogy) 779)). 24 Without warning he will come into the richest
parts of the province (8121377 *32wn21 ni7w32), and he will do what neither his fathers
nor his fathers’ fathers have done (128 niax) 1Ay Apy-x? WK 7y)), scattering among
them plunder, spoil, and goods (1i[2> 0777 w1273 P2w) n12). He will devise plans against
strongholds, but only for a time (ny~7¥) Yawm 2gm o°J¥2an 23)). 25 And he will stir up
his power and his heart against the king of the south [Ptolemy VI Philometor]24 with a
great army (3173 2122330 77070y 13297 99 ™y)). And the king of the south will wage war
T8n=7Y), but he will not stand, for plots will be devised against him (1Um =3 7AY? 89N
niavnn 12Y). 26 Even those who eat his [royal] food will break him (33270 "2
17172Y°). His army will be swept away ( ¥2°1m1), and many will fall down slain (
0°27 2°770). 27 And as for the two kings [Antiochus IV Epiphanes and Ptolemy VI
Philometor], their hearts will be bent on doing evil/wickedness/outrage (2°27%7 D7 3UA
vn? 0237). They will speak lies at the same table ( 12 TN PW-9YY) but to no avail
(773N X97), for the end is yet to be at the appointed time (7¥in? v, 71y3). 28 And he
[Antiochus IV Epiphanes] will return to his land [Seleucia] with great wealth (3% 2t/
2173 ¥3732), and his heart will be set against the holy covenant (¢7p n°72-7y 12277). And
he will work his desire and return to his own land (i¥&? ).

22 Seleucus IV Philopator ruled from 187-175 be. He was the seventh Seleucid king.

23 Antiochus IV Epiphanes ruled from 175-163 bc as the eighth Seleucid king. He was the younger son of
Antiochus III the Great. He is the “little horn” of Da 8. Da 8:9-14 9 Out of one of them came a little horn, which
grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, and toward the glorious land [Israel]. 10 It grew great,
even to the host of heaven. And some of the host and some of the stars it threw down to the ground and trampled
on them. 11 It became great, even as great as the Prince of the host. And the regular burnt offering was taken
away from him, and the place of his sanctuary was overthrown. 12 And a host will be given over to it together
with the regular burnt offering because of transgression, and it will throw truth to the ground, and it will act and
prosper. 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to the one who spoke, For how long is
the vision concerning the regular burnt offering, the transgression that makes desolate, and the giving over of
the sanctuary and host to be trampled underfoot? 14 And he said to me, For 2,300 evenings and mornings. Then
the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state. Da 8:23-25 23 And at the latter end of their kingdom, when
the transgressors have reached their limit, a king of bold face, one who understands riddles, shall arise. 24 His
power shall be great—but not by his own power. And he shall cause fearful destruction and shall succeed in
what he does, and destroy mighty men and the people who are the saints. 25 By his cunning he shall make
deceit prosper under his hand, and in his own mind he shall become great. Without warning he shall destroy
many. And he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes, and he shall be broken—but by no human hand.

24 Ptolemy VI Philometor ruled from 181-45 bc. He was the sixth Ptolemaic king.
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29 At the time appointed he [Antiochus IV Epiphanes] will return and come into the

south (2332 7v¥1?), but it will not be the second time as it was the first time

(710X AITRID -X?1). 30 For ships of Kittim [Rome]?5 will come against him (

°n2 0% 13), and he will withdraw in fear, turn back, hurl curses, and act against the

holy covenant ( YTipTn 2Ty ). He will turn back and pay attention/

give heed to those who abandon the holy covenant (¥ n°32 °2/v=9¥ 121~ ). 31 Forces

from him will appear and profane the temple-fortress/stronghold ( WA YN

Tiyna WIpnd), remove/abolish the regular offering (7577 17°077), and set up the
abomination/abhorrence/object of horror that desolates/destroys (21w YIpwWa ). 32
Those who make themselves guilty over the covenant he will ruin/seduce with smooth
words (nip2n2 n°32 °y°27),26 but the people who know their God will stand firm/
be strong/prevail and take action ( PR v 7 ay)). 33 And the wise/
understanding/insightful among the people will make many understand/explain/teach
(@212 oy *°2n3), though for some days they will stumble/stagger/fall/collapse by
sword and flame, by captivity and plunder (2°7° 77223 °2W2 127721 2712 ). 34
When they stumble, they will receive a little help/assistance (v¥n ¥ apli7ichmi)
And many will join themselves to them with smoothness/intrigues/hypocrisy (
nip2p?n2 0°37 01°RY), 35 and some of the wise/understanding/insightful will stumble/
stagger/fall/collapse ( 0°2°2wn371mY), in order that they may be refined/smelted,
sifted/sorted out and whitened/cleansed until the time of the end (12771 717271 0572 71747
YR.NY~TY), for it still awaits the appointed time (73122 7iy7°3).

Antimessiah

36 And the king [the antimessiah]?7 will do as he desires (7757 131%72 ). He will
exalt himself and magnify himself above every god (?8-92-%y 27207 0p110)), and
against the God of gods he will speak astonishing things (nix751 DY%% X 7v).28 He
will prosper until the indignation is accomplished (ayi 77277y 7%7%m), for what is
decreed will be done (7niwy3 7x771 °2). 37 He will pay no attention to the gods of his

25 The fourth empire, Rome, now enters the picture. Rome prevents Antiochus IV Epiphanies from total control
of the Middle East.

26 Mt 24:23-26 23 If anyone says to you, Look, here is the Messiah! or There he is! do not believe it. 24 For
false messiah and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders so as to lead astray, if possible,
even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you, Look, he is in the wilderness, do
not go out. If they say, Look, he is in the inner rooms, do not believe it.

27 The referent very likely changes here from Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the type, to the antimessiah, the antitype.

28 2 Th 2:3-12 3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day [of the Lord Jesus] will not come, unless the
rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness [antimessiah] is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who
opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. ...8 Then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus
will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. 9 The coming of the
lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power, false signs, and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception
for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends
them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, 12 in order that all may be condemned who did
not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. Re 13:5-6 5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering
haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its
mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in
heaven.
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fathers (' X9 1nay *go8~2y)) or to the one beloved by women (2°%3 n7an-7v1). He will

not pay attention to any other god (= X% 319892-2y)), for he will magnify himself

above all ( 939y °2). 38 He will honour the god of fortresses instead of these (7287
132-9y 0°7yn). A god whom his fathers did not know he will honour with gold and

silver, with precious stones and costly gifts (79321 2712 PHAR MY TRY YR 7R

niTaN2 7727 128%27). 39 He will deal with the strongest fortresses with the help of a
foreign god (723 Ai78-0Y D1YR X7 ). Those who acknowledge him he will load

with honour (7122 T%X).22 He will make them rulers over many and divide the
land for a price (7°1n2 TRTR) 003273 ).30
40 At the time of the end, the king of the south will attack him (777 ¥y TR DY

23i7), but the king of the north [the antimessiah] will rush upon him like a whirlwind,
with chariots, horsemen, and many ships (n1°38321 21921 2972 13937 790 12¥ WADN
ni27). And he will come into lands, overflow, and pass through ( nixRa )3t
41 He will come into the glorious land [of Israel] (°237 77832 ), and many will fall
(3% nia7). But these will be delivered out of his hand: Edom, Moab, and the main
part of the Ammonites (J12¥ *12 YR 2873 178 1717 T9K1).32 42 He will stretch
out his hand against lands (ni¥182 7> 172w"), and the land of Egypt will not escape (Y%)
iRl XY 0713n). 43 He will become ruler of the treasures of gold and of silver,
and all the precious things of Egypt (07%% 1720 9223 1927) 2010 30903 ), and the
Libyans and the Cushites will be in his footsteps (Y7v¥»2 0°%2) 0°277).33 44 But reports
from the east and north will alarm him (739%%1 7727 niyne), and he will go out
with great fury to destroy and devote many to destruction (27777771 TRWa7 7773 XR2
0°37).34 45 And he will pitch his palatial tents between the sea and the glorious holy

29 Mt 4:9 9 Satan said to [Jesus], All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.
30 Da 9:27 27 [The antimessiah] will make a strong/forceful covenant with many [Jews] for one week.

31 Re 13:3-4 3 One of [the beast’s] heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and
the whole earth marvelled as they followed the beast. 4 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his
authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast saying, Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?

32 Because of their connection with Abraham (through Lot and Esau), a remnant from Moab, Ammon, and Edom
will be spared from destruction by the antimessiah and enter the messianic kingdom. The remnant of Israel will
take refuge in the land of Edom, Moab, and Ammon during the great tribulation.

33 Re 13:7-8 7 Authority was given [the beast] over every tribe, people, language, and nation, 8 and all who
dwell on earth will worship it.

34 This reminds of Adolf Hitler. Once Hitler acknowledged Nazi Germany would be defeated, he accelerated the
killing of Jews. Probably Antiochus IV Epiphanes and Hitler were directly motivated by Satan. Da 7:23-25 23
As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth that shall be different from all the kingdoms,
and it shall devour the whole earth, trample it down, and break it to pieces. 24 As for the ten horns, out of this
kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them. He shall be different from the former ones and
shall put down three kings. 25 He shall speak words against the Most High, wear out the saints of the Most
High, and think to change the times and the law. And they shall be given into his hand for a time, times, and half
a time. Da 9:27 27 For half of the week [the prince who is to come] shall put an end to sacrifice and offering [in
Jerusalem]. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate. Re 13:7 7 [The beast] was
allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them.
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mountain (UTp2%7777 027 1°2 11728 *2a% V). Yet he will come to his end, with none to

help him (3% 771y PRY ®p=7y 0 ).33
Overview
1. Daniel 11 is a play-by-play before the game even starts. It is a remarkable accurate
prophecy. Da 11:2-35 concerns Messiah’s first coming. Da 11:36-12:4 concerns his
second coming.
2. [Itis the land and people of Israel that matter here.

a. Historically, the land of Israel was controlled by the Babylonians (586-39 bc), the
Persians (539-323 bc), the Greeks (323-64 be), including the Ptolemies of Egypt
(323-204 be), the Seleucids of Syria (204-165 bc), and the Hasmonean Jews (165-64
bc), and the Romans (64 be-ad 136).

b. Most of this chapter is about the Seleucids and Ptolemies, two kingdoms of Greece.

3. Daniel 11:36-45 refers to the antimessiah, not to Antiochus IV Epiphanes.

4. The primary message is that before Messiah and his kingdom finally comes, things are
going to be very difficult for the Jewish people.

Application
1. We are not be seduced by smooth words (v. 32).
2. We are to know our God, stand firm, and take action (v. 32).
3. We are to seek wisdom/understanding/insight and then explain it to/teach others (v. 33).

4. Even those with insight sometimes stumble (v. 33).

35 Da 2:44-45 44 In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be
destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring
them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 45 just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human
hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. Da 7:21-22 21 As |
looked, this horn made war with the saints and prevailed over them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came, and
judgment was given for the saints of the Most High, and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom.
Da 7:26-27 26 The court shall sit in judgment, and [the horn’s] dominion shall be taken away to be consumed
and destroyed to the end. 27 And the kingdom, the dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the
whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High. Da 9:27 27 On the wing of
abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.
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