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DANIEL 11 | Antiochus IV Epiphanies and the Antimessiah  1

1 And as for me,  in the first year [539 bc] of Darius [Gobyras] the Mede, I [Gabriel] 2

stood up to confirm and strengthen him [Darius] (ֹי לְמַחֲזִי֥ק וּלְמָע֖וֹז לֽו .(עָמְדִ֛  3

Alexander the Great 

2 And now I [Gabriel] will reveal truth to you [Daniel] (ְך ת אַגִּ֣יד לָ֑ ה אֱמֶ֖ .(וְעַתָּ֕  Behold, 4

three more kings [Cambyses, Pseudo-Smerdis, Darius I Hystaspes] will arise in Persia,  5

and a fourth [Ahasuerus/Xerxes]  will be far richer than all of them. And when he has 6

become strong through his riches, he will stir up all against the kingdom of Greece (יר  יעִָ֣
ת מַלְכ֥וּת יוָָןֽ ל אֵ֖ ֹ֔ .(הַכּ  3 Then a mighty king [Alexander the Great] will arise (לֶךְ גִּבּ֑וֹר ד מֶ֣ 7 (וְעָמַ֖

who will rule with great dominion (ב ל רַ֔ ה כִּרְצוֹנוֹֽ) and do as he pleases (וּמָשַׁל֙ מִמְשָׁ֣ .(וְעָשָׂ֖  4 8

And when he has arisen, his kingdom will be broken (ֹר מַלְכוּת֔ו  and it will be ,(וּכְעָמְדוֹ֙ תִּשָּׁבֵ֣
divided to the four  winds of heaven (ִים ע רוּח֣וֹת הַשָּׁמָ֑ ץ לְאַרְבַּ֖ but not to his posterity 9 ,(וְתֵחָ֕

ל) nor according to the authority with which he ruled ,(וְלֹ֣א לְאַחֲרִית֗וֹ) ר מָשָׁ֔  ,(וְלֹ֤א כְמָשְׁלוֹ֙ אֲשֶׁ֣
for his kingdom will be plucked up (ֹי תִנּתֵָשׁ֙ מַלְכוּת֔ו  and go to others besides these (כִּ֤
ים מִלְּבַד־אֵלֶּֽה)  .(וְלַאֲחֵרִ֖

 Daniel 10-12 is one unit, one vision. It involves great conflict (Da 10:1) and is Israel-focused (Da 10:14).1

 Da 10-12 is a unit and must be read together.2

 This verse should be in ch. 10. The good fortune the Jews are now experiencing is the result of successful 3

angelic warfare and the strengthening of Darius, which happened two years before this vision.

 Contra postmodernism, truth does exist, and we can confidently know the truth.4

 Again Daniel cycles back through the empires introduced in Da 2. This vision focuses on the second, third, and 5

fourth empires. The first (Babylon) has already passed. Daniel has seen for himself the passing of the first 
empire to the second, so he can be sure the rest of the empires will come about.

 See Es 1:1. Possibly this is Artaxerxes (Ne 2:1).6

 Xerxes attacked Greece in 480 bc with a huge army, estimated by Herodotus at one million men, but he 7

suffered defeats by sea at Salamis and on land at Plataea.

 Cf. Da 2:32, 39; 7:6; 8:5-8, 21. Alexander defeated the Persians at the Granicus river (334 bc) and Gaugamela 8

(331 bc). It took him only five years to conquer the ancient near east (334-30 bc). He died at the age of 32 in 
Babylon in 323 bc. His two sons were murdered as boys, so there was no descendant to take his place.

 In 301 bc, 22 years after Alexander’s death (323 bc), the Grecian empire was divided among Alexander’s four 9

generals (cf. Da 8:22). Cassander ruled Macedonia and Greece; Lysimachus ruled Thrace and Asia Minor; 
Seleucus I Nicator ruled Syria and Israel; and Ptolemy I Soter ruled Egypt. Only Ptolemaic Egypt and Seleucid 
Syria relate to Israel. That’s why they get the attention of Gabriel and Daniel. Both the Ptolemies and Seleucids 
wanted control of the land between them.
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The Ptolemies of Egypt Prevail 

5 Then the king of the south [Ptolemy I Soter]  will be strong (גֶב but one 10 ,(וְיחֱֶזַק֥ מֶלֶֽךְ־הַנֶּ֖

of his princes [Ptolemy II Philadelphus or Seleucus I Nicator]  will be stronger than he 11

and rule, and his authority will be a great authority (ֹב מֶמְשַׁלְתּֽו ל רַ֖ ל מִמְשָׁ֥ .(וּמָשָׁ֔  6 After 12

some years they will make an alliance (ּרו ץ שָׁניִם֙ יתְִחַבָּ֔  and the daughter of the king ,(וּלְקֵ֤
of the south will come to the king of the north [Antiochus II Theos]  to make 13

agreements (ים  But she will not retain the strength of her arm, and he and .(לַעֲשׂ֖וֹת מֵישָׁרִ֑
his arm will not endure, but she will be given up, and her seed (ֹוְלֹ֤א יעֲַמדֹ֙ וּזרְעֹ֔ו), he who 
fathered her, and he who supported/obtained her in those times (ּה לְדָ֔ ֹ֣ יהָ֙ וְהַיּ יא וּמְבִיאֶ֙ ן הִ֤  וְתִנּתֵָ֨
הּ בָּעִתִּיֽם .(וּמַחֲזקִָ֖  14

7 And from a branch from her roots one 
[Ptolemy III Euergetes]  will arise in his 15

place (ֹיהָ כַּנּ֑ו ד מִנֵּצֶ֥ר שָׁרָשֶׁ֖  He will come .(וְעָמַ֛
against the army (ִיל א אֶל־הַחַ֗ ֹ֣  and enter (וְיבָ
the fortress of the king of the north (ֹ֙וְיבָא 
לֶךְ הַצָּפ֔וֹן ,[Seleucus II Callinicus] (בְּמָעוֹז֙ מֶ֣  16

and he will deal with them and will prevail 
ם וְהֶחֱזִיֽק) ה בָהֶ֖  He will also carry off 8 .(וְעָשָׂ֥
to their gods with their metal images and 
their precious vessels of silver and gold to 
Egypt (ם י חֶמְדָּתָ֜ ם עִם־נסְִכֵֽיהֶם֩ עִם־כְּלֵ֨ לֹהֵיהֶ֡ cוְגַ֣ם א 
יםִ א מִצְרָ֑ י יבִָ֣ ב בַּשְּׁבִ֖ סֶף וְזהָָ֛  and he for some ,(כֶּ֧
years will refrain from attacking the king 
of the north (לֶךְ הַצָּפֽוֹן ד מִמֶּ֖ ֹ֔  9 .(וְהוּא֙ שָׁנִ֣ים יעֲַמ
Then the latter [Seleucus II Callinicus] will come into the realm of the king of the south 
גֶב) לֶךְ הַנֶּ֔ א בְּמַלְכוּת֙ מֶ֣ ב אֶל־אַדְמָתֽוֹ) but will return to his own land ,(וּבָ֗  .(וְשָׁ֖

 Ptolemy I Soter ruled Egypt from 323 to 285 bc. He proclaimed himself king in 304 bc. His dynasty ruled 10

Egypt until 30 bc.

 Seleucus I Nicator was one of Alexander’s best generals. After Alexander’s death, Ptolemy I Soter helped 11

Seleucus retain power over Syria, so in a sense he was Ptolemy’s “prince.” Seleucus’s dynasty lasted until 64 bc.

 Ptolemy II Philadelphus ruled from 285-46 bc. He was friendly toward the Jewish people and sponsored a 12

translation of the Hebrew Old Testament into Greek, the Septuagint.

 Antiochus II Theos ruled from 262-46 bc. He was the third Seleucid king.13

 Ptolemy II Philadelphus and Antiochus II Theos were bitter enemies, but they entered an alliance around 250 14

bc, sealed with the marriage of Ptolemy’s daughter, Berenice, to Antiochus. When Ptolemy died in 246 bc, 
Antiochus took back his first wife, Laodice, whom Antiochus had divorced in order to marry Berenice. Laodice 
had Berenice and her infant son by Antiochus murdered. She also poisoned Antiochus and briefly ruled in his 
place. Her son, Seleucus II then became king in 246 bc. Berenice is the woman referred to in this verse. Laodice 
is the woman for whom the town of Laodicea in Asia Minor was named (Re 3:14). The towns of Antioch, in 
Syria and in Asia Minor, received their names from Antiochus II Theos. Antioch of Syria was the capital of 
Syria during the Seleucid dynasty.

 Ptolemy III Euergetes ruled from 245-21 bc. He was the third Ptolemaic king.15

 Seleucus II Callinicus ruled from 246-26 bc. He was the fourth Seleucid king.16
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The Seleucids of Syria Prevail 

10 His sons [Seleucus III Ceraunus  and Antiochus III the Great ] will wage war and 17 18

assemble a multitude of great forces (ים  and they will keep ,(וּבְנוֹ יתְִגָּר֗וּ וְאָסְפוּ֙ הֲמוֹן֙ חֲילִָ֣ים רַבִּ֔
coming, overflow, and pass through (ר ף וְעָבָ֑ א ב֖וֹא וְשָׁטַ֣  and again will battle as far as (וּבָ֥
his stronghold (ָב וְיתְִגָּרוּ עַד־מָעֻזּה ֹ֥  Then, moved with rage, the king of the south 11 .(וְישָׁ
גֶב) לֶךְ הַנֶּ֔ [Ptolemy IV Philopator] (וְיתְִמַרְמַר֙ מֶ֣  will come out and fight against the king of 19

the north [Antiochus III the Great]. And he will raise a great multitude (ב  ,(וְהֶעֱמִיד֙ הָמ֣וֹן רָ֔
but it will be given into his hand (ֹן הֶהָמ֖וֹן בְּידָֽו  And when the multitude is taken 12 .(וְנתִַּ֥
away, his heart will be exalted (ֹא הֶהָמ֖וֹן ירָוּם לְבָב֑ו יל) and he will cast down many ,(וְנשִָּׂ֥  וְהִפִּ֛
 For the king of the north [Antiochus III the 13 .(וְלֹ֥א יעָֽוֹז) but he will not prevail ,(רִבּאֹ֖וֹת
Great] will again raise a multitude, greater than the first (ב יד הָמ֔וֹן רַ֖ לֶךְ הַצָּפ֔וֹן וְהֶעֱמִ֣  וְשָׁב֙ מֶ֣
ים שָׁניִם֙) And after some years .(מִן־הָרִאשׁ֑וֹן ץ הָעִֽתִּ֤  he will come on with a great army (וּלְקֵ֨
and abundant supplies (ב ילִ גָּד֖וֹל וּבִרְכ֥וּשׁ רָֽ  .(יָב֣וֹא ב֔וֹא בְּחַ֥

14 In those times many will arise against the king of the south (ּים יַעַֽמְד֖ו ם רַבִּ֥ ים הָהֵ֔  וּבָעִתִּ֣
גֶב לֶךְ הַנֶּ֑ ,[Ptolemy V Epiphanes] (עַל־מֶ֣  and sons of violence/lawlessness among your 20

own people [Israel] will lift themselves up [in alliance against the Ptolemies] in order to 
fulfil the vision, but they will fail (ּיד חָז֖וֹן וְנכְִשָֽׁלו י עַמְּךָ֗ יִנּֽשְַּׂא֛וּ לְהַעֲמִ֥  Then the 15 .(וּבְנֵ֣י׀ פָּרִיצֵ֣
king of the north [Antiochus III the Great] will come, throw up siegeworks (ְֹ֙וְישְִׁפּך 
ה יר מִבְצָר֑וֹת) and take a well-fortified city ,(סֽוֹלֲלָ֔ ד עִ֣  And the forces of the south will .(וְלָכַ֖
not stand (ּדו ֹ֔ גֶב֙ לֹ֣א יעֲַמ יו) even his best troops ,(וּזרְעֹ֤וֹת הַנֶּ֙  for there will be no ,(וְעַם֙ מִבְחָרָ֔
strength to stand (ד ֹֽ חַ לַעֲמ ֹ֖ ין כּ  But he who comes against him [Antiochus III the 16 .(וְאֵ֥
Great] will do as he desires (ֹא אֵלָיו֙ כִּרְצוֹנ֔ו עַשׂ הַבָּ֤ ין) and none will stand before him ,(וְיַ֨  וְאֵ֥
יו ד לְפָנָ֑  And he [Antiochus III the Great] will stand in the glorious land [of Israel] .(עוֹמֵ֖
י) ד בְּאֶרֶֽץ־הַצְּבִ֖ ֹ֥ ,(וְיעֲַמ  with destruction in his hand (ֹוְכָלָ֥ה בְידָֽו). 17 He will set his face to 21

come with the strength of his whole kingdom (ֹקֶף כָּל־מַלְכוּת֛ו ֹ֧ ניָו לָב֞וֹא בְּת ם פָּ֠  and he will ,(וְישֵָׂ֣
bring terms of an agreement and perform them (ה ים עִמּ֖וֹ וְעָשָׂ֑  He will give him .[?] (וִישָׁרִ֥
[Ptolemy V Epiphanes] the daughter of women to destroy the kingdom (ה ים עִמּ֖וֹ וְעָשָׂ֑  וִישָׁרִ֥
הּ ת הַנּשִָׁים֙ יתִֶּן־ל֣וֹ לְהַשְׁחִיתָ֔ ד וְלֹא־ל֥וֹ) but it will not stand or be to his advantage ,(וּבַ֤ ֹ֖  וְלֹ֥א תַעֲמ
 Afterward he [Antiochus III the Great] will turn his face to the coastlands and 18 .(תִהְיֶהֽ
capture many of them (ים ד רַבִּ֑  but a commander will put an end to his ,(וְישֵָׁב פָּנָי֛ו לְאִיִּי֖ם וְלָכַ֣
insolence (ֹין חֶרְפָּתוֹ֙ ל֔ו ית קָצִ֤ י) Indeed, he will turn his insolence back upon him .(וְהִשְׁבִּ֨  בִּלְתִּ֥
יב לֽוֹ  Then he will turn his face back toward the fortresses of his own land 19 .(חֶרְפָּת֖וֹ ישִָׁ֥
יו לְמָעוּזֵּ֖י אַרְצ֑וֹ) ב פָּנָ֔  but he [Antiochus III the Great] will stumble and fall, and will not ,(וְישֵָׁ֣
be found (ֽל וְלֹ֥א ימִָּצֵא ל וְנפַָ֖  .(וְנכְִשַׁ֥

 Seleucus III Ceraunus ruled from 226-23 bc. He was the fifth Seleucid king.17

 Antiochus III the Great ruled from 223-187 bc. He was the sixth Seleucid king.18

 Ptolemy IV Philopator ruled from 221-203 bc. He was the fourth Ptolemaic king.19

 Ptolemy V Epiphanes ruled from 203-181 bc. He was the fifth Ptolemaic king.20

 Lit., the land of ornament/splendour/decoration (HALOT, 996).21
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Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

20 Then will arise in his place one [Seleucus IV Philopator ] who will send an exactor 22

of tribute for the glory of the kingdom (דֶר מַלְכ֑וּת יר נוֹגֵ֖שׂ הֶ֣ ד עַל־כַּנּ֛וֹ מַעֲבִ֥  But within a .(וְעָמַ֧
few days he will be broken, neither in anger nor in battle (ִים ר וְלֹ֥א בְאַפַּ֖ ים אֲחָדִים֙ ישִָּׁבֵ֔  וּבְימִָ֤
ה) In his place will arise a contemptible person 21 .(וְלֹ֥א בְמִלְחָמָהֽ ד עַל־כַּנּוֹ֙ נבְִזֶ֔  (וְעָמַ֤
[Antiochus IV Epiphanes]  to whom royal majesty has not been given (יו ה֣וֹד 23 וְלֹא־נתְָנ֥וּ עָלָ֖

ה) He will come in without warning .(מַלְכ֑וּת א בְשַׁלְוָ֔  and obtain the kingdom by (וּבָ֣
flatteries (וְהֶחֱזִי֥ק מַלְכ֖וּת בַּחֲלַקְלַקּֽוֹת). 22 Armies will be utterly swept away before him 
יו) טֶף ישִָּׁטְפ֥וּ מִלְּפָנָ֖  and they will be broken, even the prince of the covenant ,(וּזרְעֹ֥וֹת הַשֶּׁ֛
ית) רוּ וְגַ֖ם נגְִ֥יד בְּרִֽ  And from the time that an alliance is made with him 23 .(וְישִָּׁבֵ֑
יו) ה) he will act deceitfully (וּמִן־הִתְֽחַבְּר֥וּת אֵלָ֖ ה מִרְמָ֑  and he will become strong with a ,(יעֲַשֶׂ֣
small people (ם בִּמְעַט־גּֽוֹי  Without warning he will come into the richest 24 .(וְעָלָ֥ה וְעָצַ֖
parts of the province (֒ה וּבְמִשְׁמַנֵּ֣י מְדִינהָ֮ יבָוֹא  and he will do what neither his fathers ,(בְּשַׁלְוָ֞
nor his fathers’ fathers have done (יו ר לֹא־עָשׂ֤וּ אֲבתָֹיו֙ וַאֲב֣וֹת אֲבתָֹ֔ ה אֲשֶׁ֨  scattering among ,(וְעָשָׂ֗
them plunder, spoil, and goods (ם יבְִז֑וֹר  He will devise plans against .(בִּזָּה֧ וְשָׁלָ֛ל וּרְכ֖וּשׁ לָהֶ֣
strongholds, but only for a time (ֽיו וְעַד־עֵת ב מַחְשְׁבתָֹ֖ ים יחְַשֵּׁ֥ ל מִבְצָרִ֛  And he will stir up 25 .(וְעַ֧
his power and his heart against the king of the south [Ptolemy VI Philometor]  with a 24

great army (֒ילִ גָּדוֹל לֶךְ הַנּגֶֶב֮ בְּחַ֣  And the king of the south will wage war .(וְיעֵָר֩ כּחֹ֨וֹ וּלְבָב֜וֹ עַל־מֶ֣
with an exceedingly great and mighty army (ה בְּחַיֽלִ־גָּד֥וֹל וְעָצ֖וּם גֶב יתְִגָּרֶה֙ לַמִּלְחָמָ֔ לֶךְ הַנֶּ֗  וּמֶ֣
ד ֹ֑ ד כִּיֽ־יחְַשְׁב֥וּ) but he will not stand, for plots will be devised against him ,(עַד־מְא ֹ֔  וְלֹ֣א יעֲַמ
יו מַחֲשָׁבֽוֹת י פַת־בָּג֛וֹ) Even those who eat his [royal] food will break him 26 .(עָלָ֖  וְאכְֹלֵ֧
 וְנפְָל֖וּ) and many will fall down slain ,(וְחֵיל֣וֹ ישְִׁט֑וֹף) His army will be swept away .(ישְִׁבְּר֖וּהוּ
 And as for the two kings [Antiochus IV Epiphanes and Ptolemy VI 27 .(חֲלָלִ֥ים רַבִּיֽם
Philometor], their hearts will be bent on doing evil/wickedness/outrage (֙ם הַמְּלָכִים  וּשְׁניֵהֶ֤
ע ם לְמֵרָ֔ רוּ) They will speak lies at the same table .(לְבָבָ֣ ד כָּזָב֣ ידְַבֵּ֑ ן אֶחָ֖  but to no avail (וְעַל־שֻׁלְחָ֥
ח) ץ לַמּוֹעֵדֽ) for the end is yet to be at the appointed time ,(וְלֹ֣א תִצְלָ֔  And he 28 .(כִּי־ע֥וֹד קֵ֖
[Antiochus IV Epiphanes] will return to his land [Seleucia] with great wealth (ֹ֙ב אַרְצו ֹ֤  וְישָׁ
דֶשׁ) and his heart will be set against the holy covenant ,(בִּרְכ֣וּשׁ גָּד֔וֹל ֹ֑ ית ק  And .(וּלְבָב֖וֹ עַל־בְּרִ֣
he will work his desire and return to his own land (ֹב לְאַרְצֽו ה וְשָׁ֥  .(וְעָשָׂ֖

 Seleucus IV Philopator ruled from 187-175 bc. He was the seventh Seleucid king.22

 Antiochus IV Epiphanes ruled from 175-163 bc as the eighth Seleucid king. He was the younger son of 23

Antiochus III the Great. He is the “little horn” of Da 8. Da 8:9-14 9 Out of one of them came a little horn, which 
grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, and toward the glorious land [Israel]. 10 It grew great, 
even to the host of heaven. And some of the host and some of the stars it threw down to the ground and trampled 
on them. 11 It became great, even as great as the Prince of the host. And the regular burnt offering was taken 
away from him, and the place of his sanctuary was overthrown. 12 And a host will be given over to it together 
with the regular burnt offering because of transgression, and it will throw truth to the ground, and it will act and 
prosper. 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to the one who spoke, For how long is 
the vision concerning the regular burnt offering, the transgression that makes desolate, and the giving over of 
the sanctuary and host to be trampled underfoot? 14 And he said to me, For 2,300 evenings and mornings. Then 
the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state. Da 8:23-25 23 And at the latter end of their kingdom, when 
the transgressors have reached their limit, a king of bold face, one who understands riddles, shall arise. 24 His 
power shall be great—but not by his own power. And he shall cause fearful destruction and shall succeed in 
what he does, and destroy mighty men and the people who are the saints. 25 By his cunning he shall make 
deceit prosper under his hand, and in his own mind he shall become great. Without warning he shall destroy 
many. And he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes, and he shall be broken—but by no human hand.

 Ptolemy VI Philometor ruled from 181-45 bc. He was the sixth Ptolemaic king.24
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29 At the time appointed he [Antiochus IV Epiphanes] will return and come into the 
south (גֶב א בַנֶּ֑ ד ישָׁ֖וּב וּבָ֣  but it will not be the second time as it was the first time ,(לַמּוֹעֵ֥
For ships of Kittim [Rome] 30 .(וְלֹֽא־תִהְיֶה֥ כָרִאשׁנָֹ֖ה וְכָאַחֲרנָֹהֽ)  will come against him (ּאו 25 וּבָ֨

 and he will withdraw in fear, turn back, hurl curses, and act against the ,(ב֜וֹ צִיִּי֤ם כִּתִּים֙
holy covenant (ה ית־ק֖וֹדֶשׁ וְעָשָׂ֑ ם עַל־בְּרִֽ ב וְזעַָ֥ ה וְשָׁ֛ /He will turn back and pay attention .(וְנכְִאָ֔
give heed to those who abandon the holy covenant (ׁדֶש ֹֽ ית ק י בְּרִ֥ ן עַל־עזֹבְֵ֖ ב וְיבֵָ֔  Forces 31 .(וְשָׁ֣
from him will appear and profane the temple-fortress/stronghold (ּדוּ וְחִלְּל֞ו ֹ֑ נּוּ יעֲַמ ים מִמֶּ֣  וּזרְעִֹ֖
שׁ הַמָּעוֹז֙ יד) remove/abolish the regular offering ,(הַמִּקְדָּ֤ ירוּ הַתָּמִ֔  and set up the ,(וְהֵסִ֣
abomination/abhorrence/object of horror that desolates/destroys (ֽוְנתְָנ֖וּ הַשִּׁקּ֥וּץ מְשׁוֹמֵם). 32 
Those who make themselves guilty over the covenant he will ruin/seduce with smooth 
words (ית יחֲַנִ֖יף בַּחֲלַקּ֑וֹת י בְרִ֔ ,(וּמַרְשִׁיעֵ֣  but the people who know their God will stand firm/26

be strong/prevail and take action (ּיו יחֲַזִק֥וּ וְעָשֽׂו י אֱלֹהָ֖ ם ידְֹעֵ֥ /And the wise 33 .(וְעַ֛
understanding/insightful among the people will make many understand/explain/teach 
ים) ינוּ לָרַֽבִּ֑ ם יבִָ֖ ילֵי עָ֔  though for some days they will stumble/stagger/fall/collapse by ,(וּמַשְׂכִּ֣
sword and flame, by captivity and plunder (י וּבְבִזָּ֖ה ימִָיֽם ה בִּשְׁבִ֥ רֶב וּבְלֶהָבָ֛  34 .(וְנכְִשְׁל֞וּ בְּחֶ֧
When they stumble, they will receive a little help/assistance (ט זרֶ מְעָ֑ ם יעֵָזרְ֖וּ עֵ֣ שְׁלָ֔  .(וּבְהִכָּ֣
And many will join themselves to them with smoothness/intrigues/hypocrisy (ּוְנלְִו֧ו 
ים בַּחֲלַקְלַקּֽוֹת ם רַבִּ֖ /and some of the wise/understanding/insightful will stumble 35 ,(עֲלֵיהֶ֛
stagger/fall/collapse (ּוּמִן־הַמַּשְׂכִּילִ֣ים יכִָּשְֽׁל֗ו), in order that they may be refined/smelted, 
sifted/sorted out and whitened/cleansed until the time of the end (ן ר וְלַלְבֵּ֖ ם וּלְבָרֵ֥  לִצְר֥וֹף בָּהֶ֛
ץ ת קֵ֑  .(כִּי־ע֖וֹד לַמּוֹעֵדֽ) for it still awaits the appointed time ,(עַד־עֵ֣

Antimessiah 

36 And the king [the antimessiah]  will do as he desires (ְלֶך ה כִרְצוֹנ֜וֹ הַמֶּ֗ He will 27 .(וְעָשָׂ֨

exalt himself and magnify himself above every god (ל ם וְיתְִגַּדֵּל֙ עַל־כָּל־אֵ֔  and ,(וְיתְִרוֹמֵ֤
against the God of gods he will speak astonishing things (ר נפְִלָא֑וֹת ים ידְַבֵּ֖ ל אֵלִ֔ .(וְעַל֙ אֵ֣  He 28

will prosper until the indignation is accomplished (עַם לָה זַ֔  for what is ,(וְהִצְלִי֙חַ֙ עַד־כָּ֣
decreed will be done (ה נעֱֶשָֽׂתָה י נחֱֶרָצָ֖  He will pay no attention to the gods of his 37 .(כִּ֥

 The fourth empire, Rome, now enters the picture. Rome prevents Antiochus IV Epiphanies from total control 25

of the Middle East.

 Mt 24:23-26 23 If anyone says to you, Look, here is the Messiah! or There he is! do not believe it. 24 For 26

false messiah and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders so as to lead astray, if possible, 
even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you, Look, he is in the wilderness, do 
not go out. If they say, Look, he is in the inner rooms, do not believe it.

 The referent very likely changes here from Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the type, to the antimessiah, the antitype.27

 2 Th 2:3-12 3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day [of the Lord Jesus] will not come, unless the 28

rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness [antimessiah] is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who 
opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. …8 Then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus 
will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. 9 The coming of the 
lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power, false signs, and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception 
for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends 
them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, 12 in order that all may be condemned who did 
not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. Re 13:5-6 5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering 
haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its 
mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in 
heaven.
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fathers (ין י אֲבתָֹיו֙ לֹ֣א יבִָ֔ ים) or to the one beloved by women (וְעַל־אֱלֹהֵ֤ ת נשִָׁ֛  He will .(וְעַל־חֶמְדַּ֥
not pay attention to any other god (ין  for he will magnify himself ,(וְעַלֽ־כָּל־אֱל֖וֹהַּ לֹ֣א יבִָ֑
above all (ֽל יתְִגַּדָּל ֹ֖ י עַל־כּ ) He will honour the god of fortresses instead of these 38 .(כִּ֥  וְלֶאֱלֹהַּ֙֙
ד ים עַל־כַּנּ֖וֹ יכְַבֵּ֑  A god whom his fathers did not know he will honour with gold and .(מָעֻֽזִּ֔
silver, with precious stones and costly gifts (ב וּבְכֶ֛סֶף ד בְּזהָָ֥ יו יכְַבֵּ֛ הוּ אֲבתָֹ֗ ר לֹא־ידְָעֻ֣  וְלֶאֱל֜וֹהַּ אֲשֶׁ֧
ה וּבַחֲמֻדֽוֹת בֶן יקְָרָ֖  He will deal with the strongest fortresses with the help of a 39 .(וּבְאֶ֥
foreign god (ר י מָעֻֽזּיִם֙ עִם־אֱל֣וֹהַּ נכֵָ֔ ה לְמִבְצְרֵ֤  Those who acknowledge him he will load .(וְעָשָׂ֞
with honour (ה כָב֑וֹד ר הִכִּיר ירְַבֶּ֣ .(אֲשֶׁ֥  He will make them rulers over many and divide the 29

land for a price (ה יחְַלֵּ֥ק בִּמְחִיֽר ים וַאֲדָמָ֖ .(וְהִמְשִׁילָם֙ בָּרַֽבִּ֔  30

40 At the time of the end, the king of the south will attack him (ְלֶך ץ יתְִנגַַּ֤ח עִמּוֹ֙ מֶ֣ ת קֵ֗  וּבְעֵ֣
גֶב  ,but the king of the north [the antimessiah] will rush upon him like a whirlwind ,(הַנֶּ֔
with chariots, horsemen, and many ships (ים וּבָאֳניִּ֖וֹת רָשִׁ֔ כֶב֙ וּבְפָ֣ לֶךְ הַצָּפ֗וֹן בְּרֶ֙ יו מֶ֣ ר עָלָ֜  וְישְִׂתָּעֵ֨
ף וְעָבָרֽ) And he will come into lands, overflow, and pass through .(רַבּ֑וֹת א בַאֲרָצ֖וֹת וְשָׁטַ֥ .(וּבָ֥  31

41 He will come into the glorious land [of Israel] (י רֶץ הַצְּבִ֔  and many will fall ,(וּבָא֙ בְּאֶ֣
לוּ)  But these will be delivered out of his hand: Edom, Moab, and the main .(וְרַבּ֖וֹת יכִָּשֵׁ֑
part of the Ammonites (ית בְּנֵי֥ עַמּֽוֹן ב וְרֵאשִׁ֖ לֶּה֙ ימִָּלְט֣וּ מִיּדָ֔וֹ אֱד֣וֹם וּמוֹאָ֔ .(וְאֵ֙  42 He will stretch 32

out his hand against lands (וְישְִׁלַ֥ח ידָ֖וֹ בַּאֲרָצ֑וֹת), and the land of Egypt will not escape (רֶץ  וְאֶ֣
יםִ לֹ֥א תִהְיֶ֖ה לִפְלֵיטָֽה  ,He will become ruler of the treasures of gold and of silver 43 .(מִצְרַ֔
and all the precious things of Egypt (ִים ל חֲמֻד֣וֹת מִצְרָ֑ ֹ֖ סֶף וּבְכ ב וְהַכֶּ֔ ל בְּמִכְמַנּיֵ֙ הַזּהָָ֣  and the ,(וּמָשַׁ֗
Libyans and the Cushites will be in his footsteps (ים בְּמִצְעָדָיֽו ים וְכֻשִׁ֖ .(וְלֻבִ֥  44 But reports 33

from the east and north will alarm him (ח וּמִצָּפ֑וֹן הוּ מִמִּזרְָ֖  and he will go out ,(וּשְׁמֻע֣וֹת יבְַהֲלֻ֔
with great fury to destroy and devote many to destruction (ים יד וּֽלְהַחֲרִ֖ ה לְהַשְׁמִ֥ א גדְלָֹ֔  וְיצָָא֙ בְּחֵמָ֣
.(רַבִּיֽם  45 And he will pitch his palatial tents between the sea and the glorious holy 34

 Mt 4:9 9 Satan said to [Jesus], All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.29

 Da 9:27 27 [The antimessiah] will make a strong/forceful covenant with many [Jews] for one week.30

 Re 13:3-4 3 One of [the beast’s] heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and 31

the whole earth marvelled as they followed the beast. 4 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his 
authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast saying, Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?

 Because of their connection with Abraham (through Lot and Esau), a remnant from Moab, Ammon, and Edom 32

will be spared from destruction by the antimessiah and enter the messianic kingdom. The remnant of Israel will 
take refuge in the land of Edom, Moab, and Ammon during the great tribulation.

 Re 13:7-8 7 Authority was given [the beast] over every tribe, people, language, and nation, 8 and all who 33

dwell on earth will worship it.

 This reminds of Adolf Hitler. Once Hitler acknowledged Nazi Germany would be defeated, he accelerated the 34

killing of Jews. Probably Antiochus IV Epiphanes and Hitler were directly motivated by Satan. Da 7:23-25 23 
As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth that shall be different from all the kingdoms, 
and it shall devour the whole earth, trample it down, and break it to pieces. 24 As for the ten horns, out of this 
kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them. He shall be different from the former ones and 
shall put down three kings. 25 He shall speak words against the Most High, wear out the saints of the Most 
High, and think to change the times and the law. And they shall be given into his hand for a time, times, and half 
a time. Da 9:27 27 For half of the week [the prince who is to come] shall put an end to sacrifice and offering [in 
Jerusalem]. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate. Re 13:7 7 [The beast] was 
allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them.
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mountain (ׁדֶש ֹ֑ ים לְהַר־צְבִי־ק ין ימִַּ֖ י אַפַּדְנ֔וֹ בֵּ֥  Yet he will come to his end, with none to .(וְיטִַּע֙ אָהֳלֶ֣
help him (ֹין עוֹזֵ֖ר לֽו .(וּבָא֙ עַד־קִצּ֔וֹ וְאֵ֥  35

Overview 

1. Daniel 11 is a play-by-play before the game even starts. It is a remarkable accurate 
prophecy. Da 11:2-35 concerns Messiah’s first coming. Da 11:36-12:4 concerns his 
second coming. 

2. It is the land and people of Israel that matter here. 
a. Historically, the land of Israel was controlled by the Babylonians (586-39 bc), the 

Persians (539-323 bc), the Greeks (323-64 bc), including the Ptolemies of Egypt 
(323-204 bc), the Seleucids of Syria (204-165 bc), and the Hasmonean Jews (165-64 
bc), and the Romans (64 bc-ad 136). 

b. Most of this chapter is about the Seleucids and Ptolemies, two kingdoms of Greece. 

3. Daniel 11:36-45 refers to the antimessiah, not to Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 

4. The primary message is that before Messiah and his kingdom finally comes, things are 
going to be very difficult for the Jewish people. 

Application 

1. We are not be seduced by smooth words (v. 32). 

2. We are to know our God, stand firm, and take action (v. 32). 

3. We are to seek wisdom/understanding/insight and then explain it to/teach others (v. 33). 

4. Even those with insight sometimes stumble (v. 33). 

 Da 2:44-45 44 In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be 35

destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring 
them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 45 just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human 
hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. Da 7:21-22 21 As I 
looked, this horn made war with the saints and prevailed over them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came, and 
judgment was given for the saints of the Most High, and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom. 
Da 7:26-27 26 The court shall sit in judgment, and [the horn’s] dominion shall be taken away to be consumed 
and destroyed to the end. 27 And the kingdom, the dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the 
whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High. Da 9:27 27 On the wing of 
abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.
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