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DANIEL 10 | Great Conflict in the Latter Days 

1 In the third year  of Cyrus king of Persia a message (דָּבָר) was revealed (גלה) to Daniel, who 1

was named Belteshazzar (בֵּלְטְשַׁאצַּר). And the message was true (אֱמֶת), and it was a great 
conflict/tribulation (א גדָ֔וֹל .(וְצָבָ֣  And he understood (בין) the message and had understanding 2

 .(מַרְאֶה) of the vision (בִּינהָ)

Man Clothed in Linen 

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning for three weeks. 3 I ate no delicacies, no meat or 
wine entered my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, for the full three weeks. 4 On the 
twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of the great river (that is, 
the Tigris (קֶל  וְהִנֵּה֥) I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen 5 .((חִדֶּ֫
ים ד לָב֣וּשׁ בַּדִּ֑ ,(אִישׁ־אֶחָ֖  with a belt of fine gold from Uphaz around his waist (ים בְּכֶ֥תֶם 3 וּמָתְנָי֥ו חֲגרִֻ֖

ישׁ) His body was like beryl 6 .(אוּפָזֽ יו) his face like the appearance of lightning ,(וּגוְִיּתָ֣וֹ כְתַרְשִׁ֗  וּפָנָ֞
ה בָרָק֙ שׁ) his eyes like flaming torches ,(כְּמַרְאֵ֤ ידֵי אֵ֔  his arms and legs like the gleam of ,(וְעֵיניָו֙ כְּלַפִּ֣
burnished bronze (ל שֶׁת קָלָ֑ ֹ֣ ין נחְ יו כְּעֵ֖ עתָֹיו֙ וּמַרְגְּלֹתָ֔ ֹֽ  and the sound of his words like the sound of ,(וּזרְ
a multitude (יו כְּק֥וֹל הָמֽוֹן .(וְק֥וֹל דְּבָרָ֖  7 And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision (מַרְאָה), for the men 4

who were with me did not see the vision, but a great trembling fell upon them, and they fled 
to hide themselves.  8 So I was left alone and saw this great vision, and no strength was left 5

in me. My radiant appearance was fearfully changed, and I retained no strength. 9 Then I 
heard the sound of his words, and as I heard the sound of his words, I fell on my face in deep 
sleep with my face to the ground.  6

Gabriel 

10 And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 11 And he 
said to me: Daniel, man greatly loved (מֻדוֹת  the words that I (בין) understand ,(דָּניִֵּא֣ל אִישׁ־חֲ֠

 Daniel is about 85 years old.1

 “[M]isc. צָבָא גדָוֹל Da 10:1 great tribulation; for an explanation see Bentzen Daniel 70: either necessity (caused 2

by war, with reference to the contents of a vision), or effort (i.e. the seer who suffers under the revelation)” 
(HALOT, 995). The great conflict occurs in heaven between angels (Da 10) and on earth between men (Da 11).

 Da 12:5-7 5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one on this bank of the stream and one on 3

that bank of the stream. 6 And someone said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the 
stream, How long shall it be till the end of these wonders? 7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was 
above the waters of the stream. He raised his right hand and his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who 
lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time, and that when the shattering of the power of the 
holy people comes to an end all these things would be finished.

 Re 1:12-16 12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 4

lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man (ὅµοιον ⸁υἱὸν ἀνθρώπου), clothed with 
a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like 
snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his 
voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp 
two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.

 Ac 9:7 7 The men who were traveling with [Saul] stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.5

 Like the Israelites at Mount Sinai, Daniel needs a mediator, Gabriel, between himself the man clothed in linen.6
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speak to you and stand upright, for now I have been sent to you. And when he had spoken 
this word to me, I stood up trembling. 12 Then he said to me: 

Do not fear, Daniel (֒א דָניִּאֵל  for from the first day that you set your heart to ,(אַל־תִּירָ֣
understand and humbled yourself before your God (֥ין וּלְהִתְעַנּ֛וֹת לִפְנֵי תָּ אֶתֽ־לִבְּךָ֛ לְהָבִ֧ ר נתַָ֧  אֲשֶׁ֨
יךָ  your words have been heard, and I have come because of your words. 13 The ,(אֱלֹהֶ֖
prince of the kingdom of Persia (ס ר מַלְכ֣וּת פָּרַ֗  withstood me twenty-one days, but (וְשַׂ֣
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me (א ים הָרִאשׁנִֹ֖ים בָּ֣ ד הַשָּׂרִ֥ ל אַחַ֛  וְהִנֵּ֣ה מִיֽכָאֵ֗
ניִ ,(לְעָזרְֵ֑  for I was left there with the kings of Persia (ס י פָרָֽ צֶל מַלְכֵ֥ ם אֵ֖ רְתִּי שָׁ֔ and 7 14 (וַאֲניִ֙ נוֹתַ֣

came to make you understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days (ְָ֔ינך  לַהֲבִ֣
ים ית הַיּמִָ֑ ה לְעַמְּךָ֖ בְּאַחֲרִ֣ ת אֲשֶׁר־יקְִרָ֥  .(כִּי־ע֥וֹד חָז֖וֹן לַיּמִָיֽם) For the vision is for days yet to come .(אֵ֛

15 When he had spoken to me according to these words, I turned my face toward the ground 
and was mute. 16 And behold, one in the likeness of the sons of Adam (ם ה כִּדְמוּת֙ בְּנֵ֣י אָדָ֔  (וְהִנֵּ֗
touched my lips. Then I opened my mouth and spoke. I said to him who stood before me: 

My lord, by reason of the vision pains have come upon me, and I retain no strength. 17 
How can my lord’s servant talk with my lord (ניִ זֶ֑ה ֹ֣ ר עִם־אֲד ה לְדַבֵּ֖ בֶד אֲדנֹיִ֙ זֶ֔ ל עֶ֤ יךְ יוּכַ֗  For ?(וְהֵ֣
now no strength remains in me, and no breath is left in me. 

18 Again one having the appearance of a man/Adam touched me and strengthened me (סֶף ֹ֧  וַיּ
ניִ ם וַיֽחְַזּקְֵֽ ה אָדָ֖ י כְּמַרְאֵ֥ א אִישׁ־חֲמֻד֛וֹת) And he said, Man greatly loved, do not fear 19 .(וַיּגִַּע־בִּ֛  .(אַל־תִּירָ֧
Peace be with you (ְך  And as he spoke to .(חֲזַק֣ וַחֲזָ֑ק) Be strong and of good courage .(שָׁל֥וֹם לָ֖
me, I was strengthened (חזק) and said, Let my lord (י  speak, for you have strengthened (אֲדנִֹ֖
(חזק)  me. 20 Then he said: 8

Do you know why I have come to you? But now I will return to fight against the prince 
of Persia (ס ר פָּרָ֑ ן) And when I go out, behold, the prince of Greece/Javan .(שַׂ֣  will (שַׂר־יוָָ֖
come. 21 But I will tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth (ת ב אֱמֶ֑  .(אֶת־הָרָשׁ֥וּם בִּכְתָ֖
There is none who contends by my side against these except Michael your prince (ל  מִיכָאֵ֖
.(שַׂרְכֶםֽ  9

 Da 10:21 21 But I will tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth: there is none who contends by my side 7

against these except Michael, your [Israel’s] prince. Da 12:1 1 At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince 
who has charge of your people [Israel]. And there shall be a time of trouble [the great tribulation], such as never 
has been since there was a nation [just after the flood] till that time. But at that time your people [Israel] shall be 
delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book [based on their faith in Messiah Jesus]. Jud 
9 9 But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did 
not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, The Lord rebuke you. Re 12:7 7 Now war arose in 
heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back….

 We need God to give us the strength in order to pay attention to understand his special revelation.8

 Daniel 11 continues the scene.9
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Observations 

1. About the man clothed in linen we learn: 
a. He is clothed in linen (v. 5). 
b. He has a belt of fine gold (v. 5). 
c. His body is like beryl (v. 6). 
d. His face is like lightning (v. 6). 
e. His eyes are like flaming torches (v. 6). 
f. His arms and legs are like bronze (v. 6). 
g. His words are like the sound of a multitude (v. 6). 
h. Daniel alone saw him (v. 7). 
i. Daniel heard the sound of his words (v. 9). 

2. About the one who touches Daniel we learn: 
a. He touches Daniel and sets him on his hands and knees (v. 10). 
b. He has been sent to Daniel (v. 10). 
c. He has come because of Daniel’s words (v. 12). 
d. The prince of Persia withstood him 21 days (v. 13). 
e. He is helped by Michael (v. 13). 
f. He comes to make Daniel understand what is to happen to Israel (v. 14). 
g. He is in the likeness of man (v. 16, 18). 
h. He touches Daniel’s lips (v. 16). 
i. Daniel calls him, “my lord” (v. 16). 
j. Daniel has no strength to talk with him (v. 17). 
k. He touches and strengthens Daniel (v. 18). 
l. He will return to fight against the prince of Persia and the prince of Greece (v. 20). 
m. He will tell Daniel what is in the book of truth (v. 21). 
n. Only Michael contends by his side (v. 21). 

Lessons for Life 

1. God wants to communicate to us, but only if we have ears to hear (v. 1). 

2. We are to set our hearts to understand God and his plan (v. 12). 

3. We are to have a healthy respect for angels, God’s messengers (vv. 7-10). 

4. We need supernatural strength to receive and understand God’s word (vv. 10-11, 18). 

5. We have the opportunity to know what is inscribed in the book of truth (v. 21). Amazing! 

6. Like Daniel, we too may become “greatly loved” by God (vv. 11, 19). 

7. Provided we are in fellowship with God, we are live in his peace without fear (v. 19).
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