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CHURCH 

“Strive to excel in building up the church.” - 1 Corinthians 14:12 

1. Terminology. 
a. By “church,” we mean the invisible, catholic, universal church. 
b. By “local church,” we mean a particular local assembly or congregation that meets in 

person for worship, prayer, the Lord’s supper, and preaching. 
c. Ecclesiology is the the theological term for the study of the church. 

2. The church consists of all believers of the Church age. 
a. See The Church Age. 
b. The only church membership requirement is faith alone in Jesus alone. 

(1) Ga 3:26 26 …In Messiah Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 
(2) Eph 1:13 13 In [Jesus] you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit…. 
(3) “The invisible church, established by God through justification, consists of all 

those who have a genuine saving relationships with Christ by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.”  1

c. Every believer is “in Messiah” and therefore a permanent member of the church. 
(1) 1 Co 1:2 2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been set 

apart in Messiah Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the 
name of our Lord Jesus Messiah, their Lord and ours. 

(2) Ga 3:28 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 
no male and female, for you are all one in Messiah Jesus. 

(3) Eph 2:13 13 But now in Messiah Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Messiah. 

(4) 1 Pe 5:14 14 Greet one another with the kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are 
in Messiah. 

d. The church consist of an extraordinarily diverse group of people. 
(1) Mt 28:19 119 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…. 
(2) Ac 1:8 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 

and you will be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 
even to the remotest part of the earth. 

(3) Ga 3:28 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 
no male and female, for you are all one in Messiah Jesus. 

e. Ultimately, only God knows who are the actual members of his Church. 
(1) Mt 13:30 30 Let both [wheat and weeds] grow together until the harvest, and at 

harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in 
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn. 

f. The Church is an exclusive and privileged community. 
(1) 1 Pe 2:9-10 9 You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 

 Nathan D. Holsteen, Exploring Christian Theology: The Church, Spiritual Growth, and the End Times.1
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has called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 For you once were not 
a people, but now you are the people of God. 

(2) “The church is an exclusive and a privileged community because it is a saved 
community. It is not a social organization, structured to provide its participants 
with opportunities for social interaction. It is not organized in this sense at all; 
rather, it is a group of people who have been called by God to trust in him, obey 
him, and associate with others that have the same calling, trust, and obedience.”  2

3. The Church was a mystery unrevealed in the Old Testament. 
a. Key passages. 

(1) Mt 16:18 18 I also say to you that you are Peter (Πέτρος), and upon this rock 
(πέτρα) I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 

(2) Ro 11:25-26 25 I do not want you, brothers and sisters, to be uninformed of this 
mystery…, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the 
nations (ἐθνῶν) has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved. Just as it is 
written: The Deliverer will come from Zion. He will remove ungodliness from 
Jacob. 

(3) Eph 3:4-10 4 When you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of 
Messiah, 5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men as 
it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit, 6 that the 
Gentiles are fellow heirs, fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the 
promise in Messiah Jesus through the gospel…. 8 To me, the very least of all 
saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of 
Messiah, 9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery that for 
ages has been hidden in God who created all things, 10 so that the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and 
the authorities in the heavenly places. 

(4) Col 1:25-27 25 Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship 
from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the 
preaching of the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from the 
ages and generations but has now been manifested to his saints, 27 to whom God 
desired to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles, which is Messiah in you, the hope of glory. 

b. The Father planned the church in eternity past, but he kept his plan hidden from 
Satan, demons, and Old Testament believers. 
(1) Eph 3:9-11 9 …And to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery 

that for ages has been hidden in God who created all things, 10 so that the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the 
rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with 
the eternal purpose that he carried out in Messiah Jesus our Lord. 

 Scot McKnight, quoted in Nathan D. Holsteen, Exploring Christian Theology: The Church, Spiritual Growth, 2

and the End Times, Kindle locations 652-54.
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c. The Old Testament never clearly indicates there will be a church or Church age. 
(1) Eph 3:4-5 4 When you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of 

Messiah, 5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men as 
it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit. 

d. There are, however, subtle hints the bride of Messiah will be a Gentile. 
(1) See Jesus as Bridegroom. 

e. Jesus began teaching about the Church once it was clear Israel would reject him. 
(1) This was for two reasons: 

(a) Jesus’ offer to Israel had to be a bona fide one. 
1) Mt 4:17 17 From that time Jesus began to preach saying, Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
2) This bona fide offer is similar to the offer God made to Adam in the 

garden of Eden (Ge 2:15-17). 
(b) Satan and the demons were not to know ahead of time about the Church. 

1) Eph 3:10-11 10 …So that the manifold wisdom of God might now be 
made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the 
heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that 
he carried out in Messiah Jesus our Lord. 

(2) Halfway through the gospels, Jesus shifts his ministry from Israel to the Church. 
(a) Mt 16:13-18 15 [Jesus] said to [the disciples], But who do you say that I am? 

16 Simon Peter replied, You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. 17 
And Jesus answered him, Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I 
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. 

(3) Salvation came to the Gentiles through Israel’s rejection of Jesus. 
(a) Ro 11:11-12 11 So I ask, did [Israel] stumble in order that they might fall? By 

no means! Rather, through their trespass [the rejection of Jesus] salvation has 
come to the Gentiles [the Church age], so as to make Israel jealous. 12 Now if 
their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for 
the Gentiles, how much more will their [future] full inclusion mean [when 
they accept him]! 

(4) Israel’s rejection of Jesus will not continue forever. 
(a) Ro 11:25-26 25 I do not want you, brothers and sisters, to be uninformed of 

this mystery…, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the 
fullness of the nations (ἐθνῶν) has come in [the end of the Church age]. 26 
And so all [the remnant of ethnic] Israel will be saved [into the Messianic 
kingdom]. Just as it is written: The Deliverer will come from Zion. He will 
remove ungodliness from Jacob. 

f. The central truth of the mystery is that in Messiah, Jews and Gentiles enjoy equality. 
(1) Eph 3:6 6 …That the Gentiles are fellow heirs, fellow members of the body, and 

fellow partakers of the promise in Messiah Jesus through the gospel…. 
g. God gave Paul special insight into the mystery of the church. 

(1) Eph 3:1-4 1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Messiah Jesus on behalf of you 
Gentiles— 2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that 
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was given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, 
as I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into 
the mystery of Messiah…. 

(2) Eph 3:8-9 8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to 
the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Messiah, 9 and to bring to light what is 
the administration of the mystery that for ages has been hidden in God who 
created all things…. 

(3) We owe Paul a debt of gratitude for defending Gentile equality in the Church. 

4. The Church is not Israel and does not replace Israel. 
a. 1 Co 10:32 32 Give no offense to Jews, to Greeks, or to the church of God…. 
b. Ga 6:16 16 And as for all who walk by this rule [Gentile believers], peace and mercy 

be upon them, and upon the Israel of God [Jewish believers]. 
c. Eph 2:13-22 13 Now in Messiah Jesus you who formerly were far off [Gentiles] have 

been brought near by the blood of Messiah. 14 For he himself is our peace, who made 
both [Gentiles and Jews into] one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 
by abolishing in his flesh the enmity, the Torah of commandments in ordinances, so 
that in himself he might make the two into one new man [the church], establishing 
peace…. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and are of God’s household, 20 having been built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets [not Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob], Messiah Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone…. 

d. In the Church age, the Church includes the remnant of Israel but is not coextensive 
with the remnant of Israel. Gentile believers are never “the Israel of God.” 
(1) Jewish believers of the Church age are members of the church. Jewish believers of 

other dispensations are not. 
e. There is no “Church” in the Old Testament. The Church age began at Pentecost and 

will end at the Rapture. Israel was here before the Church, and it will be here after the 
Church. 

f. There are similarities between the Church and the remnant of Israel. 
(1) 1 Pe 2:5-10 5 You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for 

a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Messiah. …9 You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who has 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 For you once were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God. 

g. But those similarities are greatly outweighed by their differences. 
(1) Israel is the wife of Yahweh ([]). The church is the bride of Messiah (Eph 5:23). 

h. The Church does not replace Israel in God’s plan for history. 
(1) Ac 1:6-8 6 When [the apostles] had come together, they were asking [Jesus] 

saying: Lord, is it at this time you are restoring the kingdom to Israel? 7 He said to 
them: It is not for you to know times or epochs that the Father has fixed by his 
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and even to the remotest part of the earth. 
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(2) The New Covenant is intended primarily for the remnant of Israel and only 
secondarily for the church. 

(3) The church is a New Covenant community, but not the New Covenant 
community. The Church is a people of God but not the people of God. 

(4) See The New Covenant. 
i. The age of Israel stopped with her rejection of Jesus ([]) and will resume during the 

seven-year Tribulation ([]). 
(1) At present, a partial hardening has happened to Israel (Ro 11:25). 

j. God’s many promises to Israel will be actually and literally fulfilled. They are not 
spiritually or allegorically fulfilled in the Church age or in heaven. 
(1) Martin Luther is wrong when he says: “All those who make the Christian 

communion a material and outward thing, like other communities, are in reality 
Jews, who wait for their Messiah to establish an external kingdom at a certain 
definite place, namely Jerusalem; and so sacrifice the faith, which alone makes the 
kingdom of Christ a thing spiritual or of the heart.”  3

5. The Church enjoys an intimate, vital relationship with each person of the Trinity. 
a. The Church and the Father. 

(1) The Father planned the Church in eternity past. 
(a) Eph 3:9-11 9 …To bring to light what is the administration of the mystery that 

for ages has been hidden in God who created all things, 10 so that the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the 
rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance 
with the eternal purpose that he carried out in Messiah Jesus our Lord. 

(2) The Father gave his Son as head over all things to the Church. 
(a) Eph 1:22 22 [God] put all things in subjection under [Messiah’s] feet and 

gave him as head over all things to the church…. 
(3) The Father causes the Church to grow. 

(a) 1 Co 3:6-7 6 I [Paul] planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the 
growth. 7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but God who causes the growth. 

(b) Col 2:19 19 …The Head [Jesus], from whom the whole body [the Church], 
nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a 
growth that is from God [the Father]. 

(4) The Church is the Father’s family. 
(a) Eph 2:19 19 So then you [Gentile believers] are no longer strangers and 

aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the [Jewish] saints and are of God’s 
household…. 

(b) 1 Ti 3:15 15 I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself 
in the household (οἶκος) of God [the Father], which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and support of the truth. 

b. The Church and the Son. 
(1) Jesus gave himself up for the Church (Eph 5:25). He obtained the Church with his 

own blood (Ac 20:28). He paid the bride price. 

 Martin Luther, The Works of Martin Luther, 778, n. 23.3
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(a) Eph 5:25 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Messiah loved the church and 
gave himself up for her…. 

(b) Ac 20:28 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which 
[Jesus] obtained with his own blood. 

(2) The church is Jesus’ bride. 
(a) Eph 5:25-32 25 Husbands, love your wives just as Messiah also loved the 

church and gave himself up for her 26 so that he might set her apart, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that he might present 
to himself the church in all her glory, having no spot, wrinkle, or any such 
thing, but that she would be holy and blameless. …29 No one ever hated his 
own flesh but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Messiah also the church, 30 
because we are members of his body. 31 For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh. 32 This mystery is great—but I am speaking with reference to Messiah 
and the church. 

(b) Jesus deeply and romantically loves the Church. He has cleansed the Church 
and will present her to himself, holy and blameless (Eph 5:26-27). As a 
husband to be, he nourishes and cherishes the Church (Eph 5:29). In the 
future, he will marry the Church (Re 19:6-9) and unite with her in total 
spiritual union, as reflected in the sexual union of husband and wife (Eph 
5:31-32). See Jesus as Bridegroom. 

(3) The church is Jesus’ body. 
(a) 1 Co 12:12-27 12 Even as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Messiah. 
13 For by one Spirit we were all baptised into one body, whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 
For the body is not one member, but many. …18 But now God has placed the 
members, each one of them, in the body just as he desired. 19 If they were all 
one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are many members, 
but one body. …27 Now you are Messiah’s body and individually members of 
it. 

(b) Eph 1:22-23 22 [God] put all things in subjection under [Messiah’s] feet and 
gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all. 

(c) Eph 4:12 12 …For the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the 
building up of the body of Messiah…. 

(d) Eph 4:15-16 15 Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects 
into him who is the head, even Messiah, 16 from whom the whole body, being 
fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper 
working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building 
up of itself in love. 

(e) Col 1:18 18 [The Son] is also head of the body, the church. 
(f) Col 1:24 24 …In my flesh I do my share on behalf of [Messiah’s] body, which 

is the church…. 
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(4) Jesus is the head of the Church (Eph 4:15; Col 2:19). 
(a) Col 1:18 18 [The Son] is also head of the body, the church. 

(5) The Church is in Jesus (Jn 15:4-5; Eph 1:1, 2:21-22; 4:15), and Jesus is in the 
Church (Jn 17:23, 26; Col 1:27). 
(a) “Its (the church’s) unity comes not from organization, or ritual, or liturgy; it 

comes from Christ. Ubi Christus, ibi ecclesia, Where Christ is, there is the 
Church. The Church will realize her unity only when she realises that she does 
not exist to propagate the point of view of any body of men, but to provide a 
home where the Spirit of Christ can dwell and where all men who love Christ 
can meet in that Spirit.”  4

c. The Church and the Spirit. 
(1) The Spirit baptises believers into the Church (1 Co 12:13). 

(a) 1 Co 12:13 13 …In one Spirit we [believers] were all baptised into one body
—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

(2) The Spirit fills and empowers Church age believers. 
(a) Ac 2:1-4 1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all 

together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a 
violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 
And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and 
they rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other languages as the Spirit was giving them 
utterance. 

(3) The Church is the temple of the Spirit (1 Co 3:16). 
(a) 1 Co 3:16 16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s 

Spirit dwells in you? 
(b) Eph 2:21-22 21 …In whom the whole building [the church], being fitted 

together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord [Jesus], 22 in whom you 
[Gentile believers] also are being built together [with Jewish believers] into a 
dwelling of God [the Father] in the [Holy] Spirit. 

(c) “The presence of the Holy Spirit gives the church a supernatural dynamic and 
therefore makes it unique among all human bodies. The real church is 
manifest only where the holy presence and work of the Spirit are known. 
Failure of the church as a vital factor in the world is the result of failure to 
recognize the reality of the person of the Spirit living in the church as its 
dynamic force.”  5

6. The Church is a living temple, a dwelling place for the Trinity. 
a. The Church is a living temple. 

(1) 1 Co 3:16 16 Do you not know that you (pl.) are a temple of God, and the Spirit 
of God dwells in you (pl.)? 

(2) Eph 2:20-22 21 …In whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing 
into a holy temple in the Lord [Jesus], 22 in whom you also are being built 
together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

 William Barclay.4

 Robert Saucy (1972).5
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(3) Heb 3:6 6 Messiah was faithful as a Son over [God’s] house [temple], whose 
house we are if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until 
the end. 

(4) 1 Pe 2:5-10 5 You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house 
[temple] for a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Messiah. 

b. The architect of the living temple is the Father. 
(1) 1 Co 3:9 9 You are…God’s building. 

c. The builder, cornerstone, and foundation of the living temple is Jesus. 
(1) Mt 16:16-18 18 Upon this rock [Peter’s confession] I [Jesus] will build my 

church…. 
(2) 1 Co 3:11 11 …No one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is 

Jesus Messiah. 
(3) Eph 2:20 20 …Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Messiah 

Jesus himself being the cornerstone…. 
d. The foundation of the the living temple is: 

(1) The Great Confession. 
(a) Mt 16:15-18 15 [Jesus] said to [the disciples]: …Who do you say that I am? 

16 Simon Peter answered: You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. 17 
And Jesus said to him: Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and 
blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 I also say 
to you that you are Peter (Πέτρος), and upon this rock (πέτρα) [Peter’s 
confession] I will build my church. 
1) Πέτρος: “stone” (BDAG, 809). 
2) πέτρα: “bedrock or massive rock formations, rock as distinguished from 

stones” (BDAG, 809). 
(2) The teachings of the New Testament apostles and prophets. 

(a) 1 Co 3:10 10 According to the grace of God given to me [Paul], like a skilled 
master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let 
each one take care how he builds upon it. 

(b) Eph 2:20 20 …Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets…. 
(c) Re 21:14 

e. We are the superstructure of the living temple. 
(1) Eph 2:20-22 20 …Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Messiah Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole 
building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in 
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

(2) 1 Pe 2:5 5 You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a 
holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Messiah. 

7. The Church is characterised by oneness, holiness, catholicity, and apostolicity. 
a. “[We believe] in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church.”  6

b. Oneness: The Church is one organism united in vital relationship with Jesus. 

 Council of Constantinople (381).6
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(1) Jn 17:20-23 20 I do not ask on behalf of [the disciples] alone, but for those also 
who believe in me through their message, 21 that they may all be one. Even as 
you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given 
to them, that they may be one, just as we are one. 23 I in them and you in me, that 
they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that you sent me and 
loved them, even as you have loved me. 

(2) Ac 2:41-47 41 Those who had received [Peter’s] word were baptised, and that 
day there were added about three thousand souls. 42 They were continually 
devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread, and to the prayers. 43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe, and many 
wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 44 And all those who 
had believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were 
selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone 
might have need. 46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple and 
breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with 
exultation and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having grace toward all 
the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were 
being saved. 

(3) 1 Co 12:12-20 12 Even as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Messiah. 13 
For by one Spirit we were all baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. …20 But 
now there are many members, but one body. 

(4) Eph 2:15-16 15 …So that in himself [Jesus] might make the two [Jew and 
Gentile] into one new humanity, establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile them 
both in one body to God through the cross, by having put to death the enmity. 

(5) Eph 4:4-5 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one 
hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of 
all who is over all, through all, and in all. 

(6) “The church is constituted as a new people who have been gathered from the 
nations to remind the world that we are in fact one people. Gathering, therefore, 
is an eschatological act as it is the foretaste of the unity of the communion of the 
saints.”  7

(7) “St. Paul began with unity. In his view the unity of the Church was not something 
to be created, but something which already existed and was to be maintained. 
Churches were not independent unities: they were extensions of an already 
existing unity. There could be no such thing as two churches in the same place 
both holding the Head, yet not in communion one with another. There could be 
no such thing as two churches in different places both holding the Head, yet not 
in communion one with another. There could be no such thing as a Christian 
baptised into Christ Jesus not in communion with all the other members of the 

 Stanley Hauerwas.7
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body of which Christ was the Head. If a member was united to the Head he was 
united to all the other members.”  8

(8) The body metaphor is a perfect illustration (Ro 12:4-5; 1 Co 12:12-27; Eph 4:4). 
c. Holiness: The Church is set apart from the world. 

(1) 1 Ti 3:15 15 I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in 
the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
support of the truth. 

(2) 1 Pe 2:9 9 You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
God’s own possession…. 

(3) The bride metaphor is a perfect illustration (Eph 5:25-27). 
d. Catholicity: The Church is for all and embraces all times and places in the Church 

age. 
(1) Jn 10:16 16 I [Jesus] have other sheep [Gentile believers from among the nations] 

that are not of this fold [Jewish believers from Israel]. I must bring them [into the 
Church] also. They [Jewish and Gentile believers] will hear my voice, and they 
will become one flock [the Church] with one shepherd [Jesus]. 

(2) 1 Co 1:2 2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been set 
apart in Messiah Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the 
name of our Lord Jesus Messiah, their Lord and ours. 

(3) Eph 3:14-15 14 …I [Paul] bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth is named…. 

(4) 1 Pe 5:9 9 Resist [Satan], firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of 
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 

(5) The family metaphor is the perfect illustration. 
e. Apostolicity: The Church’s faith and practice adheres to the teaching of the apostles. 

(1) 1 Co 3:10-11 10 According to the grace of God given to me [Paul], like a skilled 
master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each 
one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Messiah. 

(2) 1 Co 7:17 17 As the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has called each, in 
this manner let him walk. And so I [Paul] direct in all the churches. 

(3) 1 Co 12:28 28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles…. 

(4) Eph 2:20 20 …Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and [New 
Testament] prophets…. 

(5) Heb 2:3-4 3 [The message] was declared at first by the Lord [Jesus], and it was 
attested to us by those who heard [the apostles], 4 while God also testified by 
signs, wonders, and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed 
according to his desire. 

(6) Jud 3 3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith 
that was once for all delivered to the saints [though the apostles]. 

(7) The temple metaphor is a perfect illustration. 
f. These four characteristics indicate the Church’s health in any era. 

 Roland Allen, Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s or Ours?, 100.8
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8. The visible church is not coextensive with the invisible church. 
a. See Jesus’ marble of the weeds (Mt 13:24-30). 

(1) The enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat (v. 25). 
(2) The weeds appeared with the wheat (v. 26). 
(3) The master says to let both grow together until the harvest (v. 30). 
(4) The weeds will be burned, but the wheat will be gathered into the master’s barn 

(v. 30). 
b. Throughout church history, there have been uneasy tensions between the visible/

physical and invisible/spiritual realities of the church. 
(1) Individualism emphasises the invisible church. Institutionalism emphasises the 

visible church. These two emphases must be kept in careful balance. 
c. The church has not always consistently held these two distinguishable but inseparable 

components of a healthy, balanced ecclesiology in careful equilibrium.  9

(1) Under Roman Catholicism, the visible church was the only church. 
(a) “There is no salvation outside the church.”  10

(b) A Tale of Five Popes: The Rise of Papal Power.  11

1) Gregory I (590-604): Under his benevolent, sincere leadership, the Roman 
Church filled a political vacuum created by Rome’s fall to the Goths. He 
attempted to unite all the Western churches by asserting Roman 
jurisdiction and commissioning missionaries. 

2) Leo III (795-816): He crowned Charlemagne “Emperor” of the Holy 
Roman Empire. The first papal installation of a secular king was seen as 
the kingdom of God’s final triumph over human kingdoms (the Church 
appeared to be sanctioning the State). 

3) Gregory VII (1073-1085): He claimed that the Roman Church was the one 
true church that never erred and that the Pope has authority to crown and 
depose kings. 

4) Innocent III (1198-1216): He claimed that the Roman Church had absolute 
supremacy over all temporal powers; called on crusaders to reclaim the 
Holy Land by force; and dogmatised the system of seven sacraments at 
the Fourth Lateran Council (1215). 

5) Boniface VIII (1294-1303): Asserted full papal authority over all councils, 
kings, and churches—salvation depended on submission to the supreme 
Roman pontiff. The one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church was only that 
visible institution headed by the Pope. 
a) “We declare, state, define, and pronounce that for every human 

creature to be subject to the Roman pope is altogether necessary for 
salvation.”  12

 Nathan D. Holsteen, Exploring Christian Theology: The Church, Spiritual Growth, and the End Times, Kindle 9

locations 959-63.

 Cyprian.10

 Nathan D. Holsteen, Exploring Christian Theology: The Church, Spiritual Growth, and the End Times, Kindle 11

locations 1097-1111.

 Boniface VIII, Unam Sancam (1302).12
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d. The invisible church is to be emphasised above the visible church. 
(1) “The visible aspects of the church must serve, honor, and develop the invisible 

reality of the church. …[I]f the church exists precisely because of an invisible 
relationship that itself is a gift of God, then everything about that church ought to 
serve this relationship’s development. To say it backward, if we emphasize the 
church’s visible aspects over the invisible, then we deny the priority of a 
relationship offered by God and insist that the visible church is the source of 
salvation.”  13

(2) What is the church’s essential being, without which it would cease to be the 
church?  The essence of the church is invisible, not visible. 14

9. Local churches are visible representations of the church in a particular area. 
a. See The Local Church. 
b. It is good for local churches in a particular area to cooperate closely as a visible 

expression of the unity of the church. 

10. Satan and his world system cannot defeat the church. 
a. Satan hates the church and wars against her, but he cannot defeat her. 

(1) Mt 16:18 18 …Upon this rock (πέτρα) [Peter’s confession] I [Jesus] will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades [Satan and the demons] will not overpower 
(κατισχύω) it. 
(a) κατισχύω: to have the capability to defeat, win a victory over (BDAG, 534). 

(2) 1 Jn 4:4 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them [false 
prophets and anti-Messiah spirits), for he [God] who is in you is greater than he 
[Satan] who is in the world. 

b. Although the church’s victory is assured, she still must be guarded. 
(1) Ac 20:28 28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the 

Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God that [Jesus] 
purchased with his own blood. 

c. As the pillar and support of the truth, the church is to combat Satan’s lies. 
(1) 1 Ti 3:15 15 I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in 

the household (οἶκος) of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
support of the truth. 

(2) The Church is to be actively engaged in breaking the idols of the world. 
(a) “One major function of the church is to unmask the idols and expose them for 

what they are. There is no basis for this to be done except the authority of the 
biblical witness. Unmasking the idols destroys their effectiveness, stripping 
from the false teachers their guise as angels of light. As Gabriel Vahanian puts 
it, ‘Christian faith can be true to itself only if it is iconoclastic. If it is to have 
any effectiveness, it must be actively engaged in breaking the idols.’”  15

(3) The Church is to stand against culturally approved evil. 

 Nathan D. Holsteen, Exploring Christian Theology: The Church, Spiritual Growth, and the End Times, Kindle 13

locations 1371-76.

 John R. W. Stott, The Message of Ephesians, 27.14

 H. Schlossberg, Idols for Destruction, 308.15
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(a) “It is this continual willingness to stand against culturally approved evil in the 
name of Christ that makes of the church a revolutionary force. Christian 
revolution begins with the individual and has its concrete effect in the culture. 
Whether or not it exercises control, it always takes its stand with the eternal 
requirements of God against the idolatrous attractions of the moment.”  16

(4) The Church is to be a “deviant subculture” in the world. 
(a) “[T]he true Christian community will be what sociologists call a deviant 

subculture. In political terms, it may be regarded as subversive in the sense 
that it is radically and consciously attempting to subvert the values of society 
and the institutions that represent those values. Marching to a different 
drummer than their neighbors, these Christians are likely to appear threatening 
to many, and yet to some strangely attractive.”  17

d. Through the church, Satan and the demons learn about God’s multifaceted wisdom. 
(1) Eph 3:10-11 10 …So that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might 

now be made known to the [Satanic] rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he carried out in Messiah 
Jesus our Lord. 

11. Growth and increase is the normal and expected posture of the church. 
a. Ac 2:47 47 And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were 

being saved. 
b. Ac 5:12-14 12 At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place 

among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s portico. 13 But 
none of the rest dared to associate with them. However, the people held them in high 
esteem. 14 And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, 
were constantly added. 

c. Ac 9:31 31 The church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria enjoyed peace, 
being built up. And going on in the fear of the Lord [Jesus] and in the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit, it continued to increase. 

d. Ac 16:4-5 4 While [Paul and Silas] were passing through the cities, they were 
delivering the decrees which had been decided upon by the apostles and elders who 
were in Jerusalem for them to observe. 5 So the churches were being strengthened in 
the faith and were increasing in number daily. 

12. Responsibility. The church is to: 
a. Be the church. 

(1) The church is primarily something we are, not something we do. The essence of 
the church is to be not to do. The church is the Father’s family (Eph 2:19), the 
Son’s body (Eph 4:4; 5:23) and bride (Eph 5:23), and the Spirit’s temple (Eph 
2:22). 

(2) This is where emphasising the “missional church” can get it wrong. There 
certainly is much for the church to do. The church has a mission. But first the 
church must be the church. She must understand her identity. Before she does 

 H. Schlossberg, Idols for Destruction, 325.16

 H. Schlossberg, Idols for Destruction, 321.17
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anything, she must fully understand who she is. So we are to seek a deep 
understanding of our new identity as the church. 

(3) The church is its own end. 
(a) “[Paul’s] view of the church is not instrumental at all. Instead, he says that 

since we have been gathered into the church, we who have first set out hope in 
Christ should live like this: praising God’s glory. The point is this: church is its 
own end. It is created by God’s good pleasure and for our good pleasure. As a 
result of being called into the family called church, our job is to bask in its 
sheer goodness, by living together in holy love, and by together praising God’s 
glory for doing such a hilarious thing.”  18

b. Prepare for our wedding day. 
(1) Song 1:2-4 2 Let him [Jesus] kiss me [the church] with the kisses of his mouth! 

For your love is better than wine. 3 Your anointing oils are fragrant. Your name is 
oil poured out, therefore virgins love you. 4 Draw me after you. Let us run. The 
king has brought me into his chambers. 

(2) Jn 14:2-3 2 In my Father’s house are many dwelling places…, for I [Jesus] go to 
prepare a place for you [the disciples]. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to myself, that where I am, you may be also. 

(3) Eph 5:25-32 25 Husbands, love your wives just as Messiah also loved the church 
and gave himself up for her 26 so that he might set her apart, having cleansed her 
by the washing of water with the word, 27 that he might present to himself the 
church in all her glory, having no spot, wrinkle, or any such thing, but that she 
would be holy and blameless. …31 For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. 32 This 
mystery is great—but I am speaking with reference to Messiah and the church. 

(4) Re 19:7-9 7 Let us rejoice, exult, and give [God] the glory, for the marriage of the 
Lamb [Jesus] has come, and his Bride [the church] has made herself ready. 8 It 
was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure—for the fine 
linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 9 And the angel said to me, Write this: 
Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

(5) Re 22:20 20 [Jesus] who testifies to these things says, Surely I am coming soon. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

c. Be built by Jesus according to the Father’s architectural plan, the Bible. 
(1) Mt 16:18 18 …Upon this rock (πέτρα) [Peter’s confession] I [Jesus] will build my 

church…. 
(2) 1 Co 3:10-15 10 According to the grace of God given to me [Paul], like a skilled 

master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each 
one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Messiah. 12 Now if anyone builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one’s 
work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 
revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If 
the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a 

 Mark Galli, “The Church Does Not Exist for the Sake of the World” (2019).18
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reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself 
will be saved, but only as through fire. 

(3) 1 Co 14:12 12 …Strive to excel in building up the church. 
(4) Eph 2:20-22 20 …Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Messiah Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole 
building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in 
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

(5) Eph 4:11-16 11 …[Messiah] gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints 
for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Messiah, 13 until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Messiah. …15 
Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into him who is the 
head, even Messiah, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together 
by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual 
part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 

d. Reflect God’s character to the world. 
(1) Jn 17:20-23 21 Even as you, Father, are in me [Jesus] and I in you, that they 

[believers] also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you sent me. …
23 I in them and you in me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world 
may know that you sent me and loved them, even as you have loved me. 

(2) Eph 3:21 21 To [God] be the glory in the church and in Messiah Jesus to all 
generations forever and ever. Amen. 

(3) “The Church is the mirror, that reflects the whole effulgence of the Divine 
character. It is the grand scene, in which the perfections of Jehovah are displayed 
to the universe.”  19

e. Preach the gospel to all creation. 
(1) Mt 24:14 14 …This gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the 

whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 
(2) Mt 28:18-20 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them 

in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I [Jesus] commanded you. And look, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the [Church] age. 

(3) Ac 1:7-8 7 It is not for you [apostles] to know times or epochs that the Father has 
established by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. 

(4) Ro 11:25 25 A partial hardening has happened to Israel [during the Church age] 
until the fullness of [believers from] the nations (ἐθνῶν) has come in. 

 C. Bridges, The Christian Ministry, Kindle Locations 213-215.19
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