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2 CORINTHIANS 8 | Be Generous 

Grace 

1 We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been given 
among the churches of Macedonia,  2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy 1

and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity (ἁπλότης)  on their part. 2

3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their 
own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the grace (χάρις) of taking part in the relief of the 
saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by 
the desire of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should 
complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of 
grace also. 

Genuine Love and Fairness 

8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 
genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Messiah, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.  10 And in this 3

matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work 
but also to desire to do it. 11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring 
it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have. 12 For if the readiness is 
there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 
13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of 
fairness 14 your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their 
abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. 15 As it is written, 

Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. 

Good Will and Honour 

16 But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I have for you. 
17 For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest he is going to you of 
his own accord. 18 With him we are sending the brother who is famous among all the 
churches for his preaching of the gospel. 19 And not only that, but he has been appointed by 
the churches to travel with us as we carry out this act of grace that is being ministered by us, 
for the glory of the Lord himself and to show our good will. 20 We take this course so that no 
one should blame us about this generous gift that is being administered by us, 21 for we aim 
at what is honorable not only in the Lord’s sight but also in the sight of man. 22 And with 
them we are sending our brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in many 

 Most prominently, the churches in Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea.1

 “In our lit. esp. of personal integrity expressed in word or action (cp. our colloq. ‘what you see is what you 2

get’) simplicity, sincerity, uprightness, frankness” (BDAG, 104).

 See Jesus’ Incarnation.3
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matters, but who is now more earnest than ever because of his great confidence in you. 23 As 
for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for your benefit. And as for our brothers, they 
are messengers (ἀπόστολος)  of the churches, the glory of Christ. 24 So give proof before the 4

churches of your love and of our boasting about you to these men.  5

Overview 

1. Felt need: 
a. In turbulent economic times, such as now, we may be tempted to downgrade our 

giving. We are facing inflation and higher mortgage rates, and many families aren’t 
sure how they’re going to make it. 

b. We know we ought to give, but there is a deep-seated fear that if we give, God won’t 
be able to provide for us. We wonder to ourselves: “If I give, will I end up poor 
myself, hungry, naked, and homeless?” 

2. Big questions: 
a. How can the Corinthian believers prove their love is genuine? 
b. How can we prove our love is genuine? 

3. Big idea: An important way we prove our Christian love is genuine is by giving 
abundantly toward the relief of the saints around the world. 

4. Outline. 
a. The Principles of Giving (8:1-6). 
b. The Purposes of Giving (8:7-15). 
c. The Policies of Giving (8:16-9:5). 
d. The Promises of Giving (9:6-15). 

5. The Greek word for grace (χάρις) is found ten times in chs. 8-9, a greater frequency than 
anywhere else in the Bible. 

6. 2 Co 8-9 are mentioned prominently in our church’s doctrinal statement. 
a. “True fellowship is manifested by regular and liberal giving (1 Co 16:1-2; 2 Co 

8:1-15; 9:6-8).” 
7. All religions emphasise giving. In Judaism, a tithe (10%) is required. In Islam, a [] ([]) is 

required. But for Christians, giving  
a. Why is giving so important in the Christian faith? 

(1) Our God is a giving God. The three persons of the Trinity are continually giving 
themselves to one another. Jesus gave his life for us. Christian marriage is about 
giving to one another. 

(2) The church is a family, and a family takes care of the needs of one another. 

Context 

“The New Testament reveals that Paul was actively collecting money for the poor among the 
saints in Jerusalem (Rom. 15:26) for about five years (A.D. 52-57). He solicited funds from 

 This is one place where the Greek word apostolos, usually translated apostle, but here rendered messenger, 4

occurs in the non-technical sense of someone sent on a mission (cf. Phil. 2:25; Acts 14:4, 14; et al.). Usually it 
refers to one of the 13 apostles whom Jesus Christ personally commissioned (e.g., 2 Cor. 1:1, et al.).

 The names of Paul’s companions are listed in Ac 20:4: Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Timothy, 5

Tychicus, and Trophimus.
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the Christians in Galatia (Acts 18:23; 1 Cor. 16:1), Macedonia (Acts 19:22; 2 Cor. 8:1-5; 9:2, 
4), Achaia (Rom. 15:26; 1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 8—9), and Asia Minor (Acts 20:35; cf. Acts 
24:17). Delegates from most of these regions accompanied Paul when he took the gift to 
Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). 

“The recipients were [Jewish] Christians who were poor for several reasons: Conversion to 
Christianity, and particularly baptism, resulted in social and economic ostracism in their 
society where Judaism dominated all of life. The communal sharing of goods that the early 
Christians in Jerusalem practiced did not solve their economic problems (cf. Acts 2:44-45; 
4:32, 34-35). All Palestinian residents suffered from lack of food due to a famine that 
descended during the reign of Emperor Claudius (A.D. 46, Acts 11:27-30). Being the mother 
church of Christianity, the Jerusalem church probably had a larger number of teachers, 
missionaries, and visitors to support than its daughter churches did. Finally, Jews, including 
Jewish Christians, who lived in Palestine, had to pay double taxes: to Rome and to the Jewish 
authorities. 

“Why did Paul devote so much of his time and energy to raising and delivering this 
collection? Undoubtedly love for his needy Christian brethren was a primary motivation 
(Rom. 12:13; 13:8; Gal. 6:10). He also believed that this gift would honor Jesus Christ (2 
Cor. 8:19). It would help equalize God’s provision for His people’s physical needs too (2 Cor. 
8:13-15). Moreover it provided a visual demonstration of the equality that exists between 
Gentile and Jewish Christians (Eph. 2:11-22). It was also something that God might use to 
allay Jewish suspicions of Christianity and of Paul’s mission to the Gentiles (cf. Acts 11:2-3). 
It also illustrated the spiritual indebtedness that the Gentiles owed to their Jewish [brothers 
and sisters] (Rom. 15:19, 27; 1 Cor. 9:11). For Paul personally it was one way that he could 
compensate in part for his earlier persecution of the Jerusalem saints (Acts 8:3; 9:1; 26:10-11; 
1 Cor. 15:9; Gal. 1:13; 1 Tim. 1:13). 

“Paul wrote as he did in the following two chapters in order to facilitate the collection and to 
set forth basic principles of Christian stewardship. This is not the first time that the 
Corinthians had heard about this collection. Paul’s abrupt introduction of the collection for 
the saints in 1 Corinthians 16:1, and his subsequent discussion of it in that chapter, suggest 
that he had spoken to them about it previously. Evidently they began to participate but then 
dropped the project. Perhaps the controversy concerning Paul that developed contributed to 
that decision (2:5-11; 7:12). However, now that Paul had learned that the Corinthian 
congregation was responding more positively to him again, he could reintroduce the subject 
and press for its completion.”6

 Thomas Constable, Notes on 2 Corinthians, 117-18.6
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Lessons for Life 

1. We are to give joyfully and generously even in circumstances of severe affliction and 
extreme poverty (v. 2). 
a. The Macedonians were like the poor widow Jesus pointed out, who put in two small 

copper coins into the treasury box in Jerusalem. 
(1) Mk 12:44 44 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her 

poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on. 
b. Like the Macedonians, we are to give for two purposes: (1) the relief of the saints; and 

(2) the advance of the gospel. We should also add giving to the poor at large. 
(1) Php 4:15 15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the 

gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in 
giving and receiving, except you only. 

2. We are to give sacrificially and voluntarily for the relief of the saints (vv. 3-4). 
a. It is good for us to challenge ourselves in our giving, to give more than what is 

expected. 
b. Of course, giving requires common sense, too. We should factor in: (1) an amount for 

our basic necessities; and (2) saving for future needs and emergencies. 
c. But ultimately grace giving is an act of faith that as we give, God will provide for us. 

As Jesus says: 
(1) Mt 6:31-33 31 Therefore do not be anxious saying, What shall we eat? or What 

shall we drink? or What shall we wear? 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you. 

d. It is safe to say that each one of us could give more, if we really wanted to. 

3. We are to give ourselves first to Jesus, and then to those who are collecting for the 
saints (v. 5). 
a. We are to give sacrificially (v. 2), voluntarily (vv. 3-4), and reverently (v. 5). 
b. Giving is important aspect of the our personal devotion and dedication to Jesus as we 

follow him as disciples. 
c. This Ananias and Sapphira did not do. They gave for show (Ac 5:1-11). 

4. As a test of our discipleship, we should ask ourselves whether we are excelling (v. 7): 
a. In faith (πίστις). 
b. In word (λόγος). 
c. In knowledge (γνῶσις). 
d. In diligence (σπουδή). 

(1) σπουδή: “[E]arnest commitment in discharge of an obligation or experience of a 
relationship, eagerness, earnestness, diligence, willingness, zeal” (BDAG, 939). 

e. In grace giving. 
(1) An ungenerous Christian is far from being a complete Christian. 

f. This is a sort of discipleship scorecard. There are a few of these in the New 
Testament. 
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5. Grace giving is an important way we prove the genuineness of our love (vv. 8, 24). 
a. Giving is an application of the second great commandment to love one another. 
b. By the Spirit, James says: 

(1) Ja 2:14-17 14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has 
faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is 
poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, Go in 
peace, be warmed and filled, without giving them the things needed for the body, 
what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

c. By the same Spirit, John says: 
(1) 1 Jn 3:17 17 If anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet 

closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 
d. If we don’t help our brothers and sisters in need, our faith is dead and God’s love 

doesn’t abide in us. 

6. The ultimate example of grace giving is Jesus, who became poor to make us rich (v. 
9). 
a. Jesus’ incarnation is the greatest possible example of self-sacrificing generosity. 

(1) Php 2:4-8 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Messiah 
Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

b. Gratitude for Jesus’ grace giving to us is clearly the number one reason for us to give 
graciously to our brothers and sisters. We give because Jesus has given generously to 
us. 

7. If we promise to give, we must fulfil that promise (vv. 10-12). 
a. Our readiness to give must be matched by our completion (v. 11). We need to finish 

what we start. 
b. When God prompts us to give, we must not delay. It’s easy to say to ourselves, “I’ll 

give when I get around to it.” Often it doesn’t happen. 
c. Sirach 29:10 10 Lose your silver for the sake of a brother or a friend, and do not let it 

rust under a stone and be lost. 

8. From ancient times God’s rule has been the same—fairness (vv. 13-15). 
a. We are brothers and sisters in a large family. As members of the family, we have a 

responsibility to provide for the needs of one another. 
b. Sometimes our abundance will supply the needs of others. Other times, the abundance  

of others will supply our needs (v. 14). 
c. It’s fair that we, who have a lot, should share with those who do not have a lot. 

(1) Lk 3:11 11 Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and 
whoever has food is to do likewise. 
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d. Paul alludes to the situation of Israel in the wilderness (Ex 16:18). Each Israelite had 
just the right amount of manna needed to satisfy their hunger on a daily basis. The 
leftovers melted and stank. 

e. The free sharing of goods was a special mark of the early church in Jerusalem (Ac 2, 
5-6). 
(1) Ac 2:44-45 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 

45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 

f. We’ve become too individualistic in the way we think about money. 
(1) Eph 4:28 28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labour, doing honest 

work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in 
need. 

g. Fairness differs from equality in that fairness takes into account all relevant factors in 
determining the amount to give. 

h. We do need to keep ourselves informed about the needs of Christians around the 
world, so that we can give intelligently and prayerfully and achieve a measure of 
fairness. 

9. Those who handle church, ministry, and missions finances must be totally above 
board (vv. 19-21). 
a. We must avoid not only impropriate but even the appearance of impropriety. Those 

who give must be reassured that the funds given will get to the right place and be used 
for the right purposes. 

b. Embezzlement is real, and it does happen in churches and ministries. Remember 
Judas (Jn 12:6). We are to anticipate reasonable suspicions or accusations and take 
necessary precautions. 

c. The “EFCA” logo is one way to check out a missions organisation you are 
considering giving to.
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